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PREFACE. 



As a narrative of this Qbeat Fibe is likely to 
interest, long after its dire and direct effects have 
passed away, and as it may circulate far beyond the 
immediate locality of its transactions, it has been 
thought desirable to prefix a brief history of the town 
itself, which, from the late visitations of Cholera 
and Fire, has been the subject of so much observ- 
ation. In the compilation of the compendium of 
its history, the local records have been closely col- 
lated ; and in the description of the fire, the pains- 
taking assiduity of the periodic press has left little 
more to do than the exercise of a judicious care in 
the selection of the materials from their store, so 
that a consecutive and interesting narrative should 
be presented and preserved. 

At the same time, the arrangement being so 
totally diverse from the newspaper reports, and 
almost entirely re-written or re-cast, it has precluded 
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VI. PBErAOE. 

the possibility of particularizing any ; but we do 
most freely acknowledge our great indebtedness to 
all. Indeed, the great efforts of the Newspaper 
proprietory, in the issuing of so many successive 
editions during the continuance of the fire, and the 
diligence and talent of their literary staff, laid the 
public under considerable obligation to them, — ^to 
which sentiment we most sincerely subscribe. 

J. £). 
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HISTORY OF NEWCASTLE, &c. 



Jntiijiiitg of % Cofon. 



The ancient town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne traces 
its origin to the earliest times of British history. As 
it is generally acknowledged that the first inhabi- 
tants of Britain were a maritime people, there can 
be little doubt but that its broad and expansive river 
attracted betimes the attention of the primitive 
colonists, and that the banks of the Tyne at an 
early period became the busy locations of industry. 
The idea that the Ancient Britons, prior to the 
time of the Eoman invasion, were rude barbarians, 
is now generally repudiated ; and if other evidence 
were wanting, the truth may be gathered from the 
partial history furnished by the invaders themselves. 
From the few facts left upon record, we are led to 
believe that at the time of CsBsar's expedition into 
Britain, the people had become a great nation ; that, 
though the persons of the common people were in- 
geniously tatooed and usually clothed with skins, 
yet the trews, vest, and mantle, of the higher ranks 
were manufactured with great labor, and variegated 
with considerable skill. That they then had settled 
institutions and laws, and were distinguished by an 

B 
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AHTI^JUITT OF TUB TOWN. 



earnest love of liberty, in the defence of ■whict 
higbest degree of ¥alor and aelf-deTotion were 01 
occasiottB manifeBted. Tbey handled tlie swortU 
Bpear, and the battle-ase, with great Uoitei-ityjj 
their ■war-chariota were formidable even to ) 
cipUned legiona of £ome. So versed were the!J 
military tactics, aa to meet the Jiacifillned a 
which had borne the Eoman banner over the ) 
famed and civilized portions of tbo world, o 
equal tcrma as to render victory nt every enooJ 
little better than a defeat : and by no people, ii 
age, was every inch of country contested v 
bravery, nor was conquest ever more de: 
chased, than in the subjugatioa of the . 
Britons. 

Stronger evidence of these facta cannot be ofl 
or desired than the justly celebrated Bonianl 
vfhich crossed the country from sea to Bea,4 
which, it is said, required ten thousand troopfl a 
defence, ao that the atrongeat division o 
Army in England was constantly in garrison li 
oppose the bold and daring attacks of thebraTl 
independent Britons. Neither would it he fi 
has been observed, to place this vast line of n 
defence in the foreground of the picture, i 
daxKle the imagination with a display of the 
wonders that once appertained to this militar 

' It U genciraUj admittM that Jaliua Cm 
Mciire luB coaqueete, built a uhaiu of ForU inm Uia !1 



AITTIQTJITT OF THE TOWN. 11 

of antiquity, without bestowing a thought upon the 
thousands and tens of thousands of brare men 
against whose vindictive blows for the loss of their 
liberties and homes, it was designed to form such an 
impregnable barrier. The truth must therefore be 
admitted, that a people who required so much power 
to oppose, and so much skill to out-general them, 
must not only have been mighty in numbers, but 
far advanced in the arts of civilization, as well as 
organized and disciplined in martial power. 

It is understood that the Ancient Britons gen- 
erally constructed their fastnesses or towns on high 
grounds or precipitate places ; and, in all probability, 
the unsettled state and warfare of the times rendered 
such course a necessary precaution. Considering 
the general advantages to be derived from the river 
commimication, there can be little doubt but that the 
summit of the lofty elevation which rises abruptly 
from the north end of the Tyne Bridge presented 
many eligible considerations for the establishment 
of a military station and town ; and the conjecture 
that this was a British place of defence in those 
early times, is strengthened by the circumstance of 
the Bomans having afterwards formed a station on 
this very spot ; the Eomans it is well known seldom 
neglecting to occupy the fortresses of the natives. 

Having thus briefly adverted to the evidence 
generally adduced in confirmation of the fact, that 
Newcastle was a place of some importance among 
the ancient Britons, long prior to the invasion of 

b2 
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ANTIQUITY OF THE TOWH. 



Julius Ctesar, we proceed to observe, that there JM 
no doubt whatever of ita being so, dnriDg the time m^ 
the Boman power. That Newcastle hod been chosQ 
ae the site of a Eomaii fort by Agrieola, is 1 
probable, because Hadrian tho Horn an Emp< 
commenced his grand barrier here, trhich extendi 
for eighty miles, commencing at Pont jHHii, 
ending at Solway Frith, clearly considering it J 
post of importance. Here commenced one of tfil 
great military roads of the Eomans, which paasiH 
Gateshead, proceeded aouth by Chester-le-Str 
Hero also the Emperor built a bridge from whifl 
circumstance the station was called Pons JEIU, afb 
tbe Emperor, who waa of the .^lian family. DuriiS 
his reign two medals were struck, one bearing I 
bridge with Sve arches, and the other one witli seval 
Ab the Julian bridge at Koine has five arches, it h 
been properly inferred that the other medal i 
intended to commemorate the building of the bridd 
over the Tyne. Nevertbelesa, it is certain that tU 
bridge of Newcastle waa of Homan origin 
clearing away the piera of the old bridge after t 
great flood in 1771, one of Hadrinn's coins i 
found, as well as the coins of anterior Emperors. 
Those of a subsequent date are supposed to have 
been deposited tliere in aomo later repairs. 

About one hundred years later than tlie time ^ 
Hadrian the Koman Emperor, Severue erected i 
strong atone Wall along the line of tbe earthei 
ramparts erected by Hadrian, wbich being brokn 



) many places waa rebuilt by the Bomao? 
■d Britons. Vestigea of this atupenduoua work 
re «H11 visible at Newcastle, where it formed part 
f the towu's wall. The fact that Newcastle waa a 
tomui station is fiirther confirmed by the rem- 
MDts of antiquity that were discovered on making 
' excavations for the foundation of the New 
nnty Courts in 1810. The identity, therefore, of 
^place bearing a modern name, and having become 
sformed from a military station to a seat of 
can hardly bo proved on more satisfactory 
Mtiiuony than that which is here brought forward, 
1 show that Pong j£lii and Neiccattle are the same 
B under different designations. And while these 
ircumetances attest the high antiquity of Newcae- 
le, they also point it out as one of the chosen spots 
Fbere in England those arts were first taught which 
e diffused the falosaings of civilization throughout 
world. 

Afier the decline of the Boman power, and their 
withdrawment from the kingdom, (being about 
our hundred and seventy years from the invasion 
)f Julius CiEBar,) the Picts and the Scots nuiting 
together attacked, with success, the northern wall, 
which the Eomans had buOt to keep off their incur- 
Having thus opened to themselves a paeeage, 
Hiey ravaged the whole country with impunity, while 
the Britons were obliged to seek a precarious shelter 
n their woods and mountains. In this deplorable 
ind ra&ebled state tbey bad recourse to the aid of 
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the Saxona, a brave people who had rendered i. 
selves formidable by their strength and valor,— 
at the fortuitous circumstances which had Ic 
their being isrited to a country upon which t 
had long formed designs. In consequence, therq 
iifteen hundred men, under the command of Hei 
und Horsa, two brothers, lauded on tht 
Thanet, and being joined by the British forosB, I 
marched agaiuat the Ficts and Scota and gaii 
complete victory over them. The Saions, how 
like all other invaders, being made aenaible a 
fertility of the country to which they had t 
and remembering the barrenness of that which tl 
had left behind, invited over great numhera of tluj 
countrymen ; and accordingly they sliortly r 
an addition of live thousand men, who aoon 
permuueut establishment in the island- Other trib 
allured by the succeaa of their countrymen, t 
over in great numbers, under dijTereut leaders, ^ 
having ultimately over-ruo and subdued the i 
country, eatahlislied eventually the Siixon Heptaruli 
The seventh aad laat kingdom which ' ' 
Saxona eatabliahed was that of North uinburlai 
one of the most powerful and extenaive of them ■ 
and the Pom ^lU of the Romans, appears in \ 
records of history, under the new appellatio: 
Mwrum* (the wall,) and became the royal reside 

* ThU IB ihR commonlf rcc^vcd veriioii, Imt we underad 
ilUputftd upon wlmt is eileBiiwd goud authority, by '' 
infurm«d imtiqimriea." 
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T'tfie Kings of Nortbumberlaad. The strength of 
a fortificationB, ita vicinity to the coast, its aecure 
ubour, and ita bridge, would probably render it an 
bnportuit place to the warlike Saxons, having the 
t wall on the north aide, and the river Tyne on 
le eonth. 
After the Auglo-Sasons had secured their con- 
qosete, aud were ejihaiiBted by internal warfare, their 
Bbaraeterundorwent great modifications, their fierce- 
B roellowod into firmneBa, and their predatory 
ikftbitB into patient industiy. This mental and 
moral reyolntion was accelerated and completed in 
Morthumberland by the introduction of Chrietianity, 
under the auspices of the celebrated King Edwin, 
who was converted by the preaching of Paulinua, 
B missionary, and of his wife EJilberga, who was a 
lehristian previous to her marriage with Edwin. The 
happiest effects are asserted to have followed the 
■eODVcraion of the Northumbrians. " So great." it is 
" was the peace in the kingdom of Edwin, that 
f* ■ womim might have gone from one town to another 
** without grief or annoyance : and for the refreshing 
" of wayfarers Edwin ordained, at clear wells, cups or 
■• dishes of brasa or iron, to be fastened to poets by 
"the side of them, and no man waa so hardy as to 
'* tube away those cups, be kept ao good justice." 

In consequence of the general diffusion of ohria- 
timity, this place after having been for some time 
tiled All Murmn, acquired the designation of Monk- 
g/ieiter, which ia usually interpreted " tho fortified 
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residence of the Monks.'* It probably attained thui * 
name from the neighbouring Monks retiring to it 
for protection in times of danger, and from such 
gatherings may have been considered a place of 
extraordinary sanctity ; it is understood, that dur- 
ing the heptarchy, it was held in great esteem, 
and that its successive kings adorned it with many 
monastic institutions. 

From the time when ^Northumberland ceased to 
be an independent kingdom, till the reign of William 
the Conqueror, Monkchetter remained in possession 
of the Earls of ^Northumberland, and was probably 
one of their principal places of residence, but Edgar 
Etheling, heir to the crown of England, and Mal- 
colm, king of Scotland, and some Danish auxiliaries 
having invaded ^Northumberland took possession of 
Monhchester^ from whence they marched out and 
joined battle with William, on Gateshead Fell. 
The courageous Norman having proved victorious, 
he entered the town and laid it waste, almost level- 
ing it to the ground in order to prevent it becoming 
in future an asylum for his enemies. 

William afterwards finding it necessary to 
strengthen his position in the North, and to oppose 
those sudden insurrectionary movements to which 
the Scots were so much addicted, commissioned his 
eldest son Sobert Curthose, to conduct an expedi- 
tion to Scotland against King Malcolm ; and having 
marched his army a considerable way northward, he 
turned back to Newcastle, where he remained for 



ilfntJCTTI OF THE TOWN. 



17 



ne time Btationed, to be in readiness if any boB- 
3 d^raonstratioas needed to bo euppressed. And 
Me circumstaoces rather favour the opinion that 
Is Prince was aiifchoriBed by bis father to eouatnict 
9 present Castle, in order to socure at all times 
i military pass of the Tyno. lie is said to have 
wted it on the site of the old Homon fortress, 
WW ^Ui, whose venerable walla had braved tbe 
lanlta of eight hundred years. Prom tbe baild- 
} of this New Castlb, the town derived tbe name 
whicb it ia now distin^ished.— It is supposed 
hftve b«en erected about the year lOSO. 




The walls of the Castle enclosed an area of more 

a three acres. The Keep or great Tovrer, was 

trengthened on tbe south and west sides with n 
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seoond wall, in whicli there was one large gate mi 
two posterns. The entrance into the Keep is by ■! 
flight of steps on the outside to the second story;' 
a circular staircase in the south-east comer leadr 
to the great hall, and below it to the dungeon, a 
ground-floor apartment.* 

It is generally understood, that during the reign 
of "William the II,, the town was enclosed by a 
strong wall which was twelve feet high on the inside^ 
and eight feet thick ; on the outside its height in 
many parts exceeded twenty feet to the top of the 
battlements. The gates in these walls were Bridge- 
gate, Closegafce, Postemgate, Westgafce, Newgate, 
Pilgrim-street gate, and Pandongate. The gates 
were also embattled and remarkable for their 
strength ; and the intervening lines were com- 
manded by strong semi-circular towers, each com- 
prising an upper and lower apartment with vaulted 
roofs. Between these again were generally two 
watch towers, provided with projecting parapets, 
between which missiles could be showered on the 
heads of assailants. These things are referred to, in 
order to show the importance of the place some 

* Other historians allege, that the Castle was bmlt bj William 
Rufiis, who had been sent against the insurgents under the 
Duke of Northumberland, then in possession of Prudhoe 
Castle ; the seige of which fortress he is said to hare put off till 
the ensuing Spring ; and his troops having garrisoned Newcastle 
during the wmter, he remarked, that if we cannot take the Old 
Castle, we will build a New Castle ; on which occasion the name 
of the town was changed from Monkchester, to that by which 
it is now called. 
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8 of years ago, althougb from the entirely 

red circumBtances of the times these great 
KB of fortifications have been removed, and the 
[ eharocter of the town and pursaite of the 
e so changed, that from being a mere military 
a and stronghold, it now derives its import- 
e from its manufiicturing aklll, commercial anter- 
I, and trading industry, 
[ "William the II. constituted it a. free borough, and 
s conferred upon it, many priyileges 
tad imanunities. 



^isfotinil (Lfbnits. 



, It ta not compatible with our design, to pursue a 
^ueecutive course of local history j having thus 
irisfly adverted to the early records connected with 
tfae antiquity of the town, and the circumstances 
arhicli led to its present designation, we must limit 
bur remarks to a few of the more prominent hiatori- 
1 erents, and to the general features which dls- 
inguished the town. 
The Caatle was scarcely completed when Mow- 
ray, Earl of N^orthumberlaud, raised the standard 
f rebellion against William Eufiis. The King im- 
nediately marched against the Castle and took it 
a short seige. The Ear! was iifterwarda taken 
r atTyneniouth, and condemned to perpetual 
taprisanment. After the decease of Henry X., king 




DftTid of Scotland, invaded England, and took up 
head quarters at Newcastle, which he afterwM 
held by treaty with Kijig Stephen, for siiteen ye* 
when it waa restored to Henry II. 

In the year 1173, William the Lion, King of Sfl 
land, joined in a confederacy against Heary II,, i 
entered England at the head of an undiaciplined d 
disorderly army of *0,000 men. The invadera p8 
trated to the Tyne, marking tbeir route by the m 
horrid devastation ; but, beiog repulaed at ftiidl 
Gaatle, he fell back and laid aeige to Alnw! 
Balph de Glanvillo, aberiff of Torkahire, and ot 
patriotic borons, with about 400 knights, entel 
!N^ewcBat1e, and aftertaking refreshment, this choi 
band by a rapid march arrived in the morning tm( 
the cover of a, mist, near the Scottish camp, wh 
the King with a troop of horsemen were eKercial 
in feats of chivalry, whilst most of his troops v 
plundering the country in scattered parties. WH 
the Scottish king first perceived tbe English, he a 
took them for part of his own men, but, on seei 
their banner, he struck his shield with his It 
and rode forward to encounter them, eiclaim 
" now let us prove who is the truest knight." 
horse was killed at the first shock, and 1 
thrown to the ground aad made prisoner ; and 
attendants immediately threw down their i 
Olonville, to make sure of his royal capture, 
turned to Newcastle th o same evening. AftflP h 
confined for some time in the Castle at Bichmq 
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on resigning the ancient independency of his Crown, 
he was set at liberty. But, when "William and his 
guards on their return reached the Tyne Bridge, 
they were vigorously attacked by the townsmen of 
Newcastle, a dreadful encounter took place, and 
several esquires belonging to the royal escort were 
slain. This vengeful act evidently arose from the 
exasperation felt by the inhabitants, at witnessing 
the liberation of an enemy whom they had good 
reason both to hate and to fear. The complete fai- 
lure of this enterprise first gave England a decided 
ascendancy over Scotland. 

In 1162, Henry II., confirmed to the townsmen 
of Newcastle their estates, and exempted them from 
tolls and duties, this is the first hint of a grant of 
this nature to the town of Newcastle, and in 1 164, 
Hugl^ Pudsey, bishop of Durham, granted the 
same liberties to the Burgesses of Gateshead, as 
were enjoyed by the Burgesses of Newcastle. 
The reign of King John, was a period full of 
incidents of which Newcastle was almost the con- 
stant scene. He made it his chief place of residence 
for a considerable part of his reign He strength- 
ened its fortifications, and conferred on it other 
special marks of his favor. 

Prior to 1251, the town had been governed by 
bailiffs, but from this time up to 1400, it was 
governed, by charter of Henry III., by a mayor 
and four bailiffs, who were annually chosen as 
magistrates. He also granted to the Burgesses, 
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the power of electing fit and proper persons to ftlj 
the important office of Coronera. 

In 1292, John Baliol, King of Scotland, did bom- 
age for his Crown to Edward I., in the palace of 
the castle, at Newcastle ; the ceremony was con- 
ducted with great solemnity in the presence of 
a number of illustrious personages of both na- 
tions. In 1299, "William Wallace, the champion of 
Scotland, wasted Northumberland, as far as the 
waUs of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, which he aflerwards 
assailed to no purpose, having been as ofben repulsed 
by the valor of its inhabitants. In the same year, 
Pandon, anciently a distinct town from Newcastle, 
was united thereto by charter of Edward I. The 
kings of Northumberland are said to have had one 
of their palaces in Pandon. 

On three occasions tho town was visited by 
Edward II. On the last of them, 1314, it had his 
presence during the^ assembling of his army at Ber- 
wick, of G0,000 horse, and 52,000 foot. The decisive 
battle of Bannockburn followed, which secured the 
independence of Scotland. In the following year, 
in another move of the tremendous inter-national 
game, it was tho rendezvous of all the militia of Eng- 
land. In 1334, king Edward III., while at New- 
castle, received in tho church of the Black Friars*, 
the homage of Edward Baliol, king of Scotland, 
as his superior and Chief lord of the realm of 
Scotland ; at the same time he alienated the five 
Scottish counties, next adjoining the borders of Eng- 
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land, to be annexed to that kingdom for eyer. In 
1342, David, king of Scots, invaded England with 
a numerous army. On his march he burned and 
destroyed the surrounding coimtry to Newcastle, 
which he invested all night. In the morning, two 
hundred gentlemen sallied out, dashed into the Scot- 
tish camp, and taking prisoner the Earl of Murray, 
general of the army, returned with little loss to the 
town. The enraged Scots assaulted the town with 
great fury, but were ably repulsed by the garrison 
under Sir John Nevil, then Captain of the Castle. 
In the year 1346, the town furnished for the siege 
of Calais, 17 ships and 314 mariners. 

In 1366, Newcastle received a charter from Ed- 
ward III., a charter which rendered the mayor, lord 
of the manor, and conferred on the Burgesses new 
privileges and immunities. In 1400, Newcastle was 
separated from the county of Northumberland, by 
a charter of Henry the VI., and was constituted a 
town and county itself. The town was at this time 
guarded at night by regular warders on the walls, 
both to protect it from surprise, and to prevent the 
escape of prisoners of war, — the expense was de- 
frayed by the inhabitants. 

In order to make an end of the strife and differ- 
ences which had existed between the two kingdoms 
of England and Scotland, the basis of an union was 
laid by affiancing Margaret, the eldest daughter of 
Henry VII., to James IV., king of Scotland. The 
Princess had not completed her fourteenth year, 
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vhen she was sent to tbe Scottish court. She ^^ 
rived at Newcastle on her way thither, on the 2^^^ 
of JvXy, 1503, where ahe remained until the 23x4, 
and waa entertained with great state. In 1513, 
James IV., of Scotlaad, crossed the border with 
one of the most forniidable armies that had evw 
iuvaded England, and laid siege to Norham Castle. 
The Earl of Surrey, to whom Heory VllI, bad 
entrusted the defence of the kingdom, set out 
immediately for yewcastle, at the head of a weU- 
appointed army of 26,000 men, and was joined by 
hia son Thomas Howard, lord high-admiral, with 
6,000 excellent troops, which he had brought by ees 
to Newcastle. The battle of Plodden ensued, tn 
which fell the golUiit king James IV., and the flower 
of the Scottish nobility. 

In 1559, a treaty of peace waa signed between 
Elizabeth queen of England and Mary queen of Scot- 
land, hut during the same year, the duke of Norfolk 
oaue to Newcastle, as lord lieutenant-general of Uie 
North, to muster an army, which, in conjunction with 
the fleet, were intended to support the new prates- 
lunt party in Scotland, under the lords of the con- 
gregation. Elizabeth haviug obtained the restora- 
tion of the Eeformod religion in Eugland, intended 
by this step to strengthen tbe Eeforniatiou in her 
own kingdom, to prevent the establishment of tbe 
French power in Scotland, and to punish that Court ' 
for disputing her title to the Crown, iLlizabetb, also 
iu a letter to the duke of Norfolk, desirei him to bor> 
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row seven or eight hundred pounds of some of the 
Newcastle merchants, till her own money should 
arrive, the carriage of which in wyiter was trouble- 
some and tedious. In 1599, Queen Elizabeth 
granted to the mayor and burgesses of Newcastle a 
charter, called The Ghea^t Cuarter, which formed 
the basis of their constitution, and with trifling 
revisions continued to regulate the municipal affairs 
of the borough, until the passing of the Municipal 
Reform Act, in 1835. 

In 1603, James I., on his way to take possession 
of his English throne, was welcomed with tumul- 
tuous joy by the burgesses, and treated by them 
daring the several days of his stay with great festi- 
vity ; the next year he enlarged their charter and 
specially defined their privileges and immunities. 
In 1617, James was a second time in the town, when 
he was presented in the name of the Corporation, 
with a great standing bowl of the value of one hun- 
dred jacobuses, and an hundred merks in gold. The 
Lord President and Council of the North officially 
sat in the Guildhall in the same year. 

King Charles I., being persuaded by policy and 
piety, that the Scottish prelates were the pillars of 
the crown, raised them to the chief dignities of the 
state. This excited the indignation of the nobility 
and inferior clergy, who, supported by the people, 
formed the famous Covenant and raised new forces. 
In consequence, the king entered Newcastle at the 
head of a gallant army, attended by all the peers in 
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England. JIo remained in town twelve days, and 
was magnifipently entertained. Tn 1640, the Scot- 
tish army under Uic command of Leslie, a soldier of 
experience and abilities, having marched through 
Northumberland, encamped near Newburn. The 
king's anny commanded by the Earl of Northum- 
berland, was stationed at Stella ITaugh. On the 
ibllowing day hostilities commenced, when the king's 
army suffered an irreparable route. At a council 
held by Lord Conway, at midnight after the defeat, 
it was resolved to evacuate Newcastle immediately, 
and the whole army quitted the town. On the 
Sunday following the Scots entered ; and in order 
to prevent the destructive expedient of plunder, the 
Northern countirs agreed to pay a contribution of 
£860 a day. In 1G41, the Scottish army, after lying 
in good quarters a twelve month, quitted Newcastle 
on its return to Scotland, on receiving £300,000 
from the English Parliament for their " brotherly 
assistance.'* 

When the Kino and the Pauliamekt were pre- 
paring for war, both parties were extremely anxioui 
to acquire secure possession of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. The king having appointed William Earl of 
Newcastle to be governor of the town, he discharged 
his duties with great spirit and judgment. He re- 
inforced the garrison with COO foot, and 100 horse 
of th6 trained band of Durham. The North of Eng- 
land being in a great measure free from the political 
agitations that convulsed other parts of the kingdom. 
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adhered steadily to the royal cause, Northumber- 
land, Durham, Cumberland, and "Westmoreland, 
uniting in a league for the king. The mayor and 
council of Newcastle, sent a loyal address accompa- 
nied with a loan of £700. In 1643, projects were 
agitated in both houses of parliament, for taking 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne out of the hands of the royal- 
ists. An ordinance was passed for assessing tlie 
town £25 weekly, but the king's friends opposed 
these measures, and a duty of threepence per chal- 
dron was laid on coals. 

The Scottish covenanters, being alarmed at the 
success of the royal cause, despatched General 
LefiHie, now Earl of Leven, with the first division of 
the army, and he crossed the Tweed in 1644. Sir 
Thomas Glenham, with the loyalists retreated from 
Alnwick to Newcastle, pursued by the Scots. The 
town was summoned to surrender, but the Marquis 
of Newcastle prepared for a resolute defence, Sand- 
gate and other suburbs, containing in all, one hun- 
dred houses were burnt by his orders. The Scots 
after remaining some days inactive before the town, 
encamped their main army at Ilcddon on the Wall, 
shortly after they marched southward and joined 
Lord Fairfax in the siege of York. After the fatal 
battle of Marston Moor, which proved so ruinous 
to the royalist cause, they returned northward to 
meet the Earl of Calender, who had entered Enfi:land 
I withareservedarmy of 10,000. Newcastle, the last 
I bulwark of the royal cause in the north, was then 

c2 
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closely invested. The garrison, nevertheless, in f^ 
quent sallies stormed the trenches of the Scots, "w^'J 
were kept perpetually on the alert, in order to re^ 
these desperate attacks. 

After the town had been beseiged, and hac 
made a spirited resistance for ten weeks, the Earl 
of Leven, by letter, entreated the mayor and 
council to surrender the town, and stop the fur- 
ther effusion of christian blood. So far from re- 
garding these entreaties, the besieged redoubled 
their exertions in support of the royal cause. 
The cannonade from all the Scottish batteries was 
therefore directed against the town with great 
fury, and a breach was made in the walls capable of 
admitting ten men abreast, when the assault became 
general. In their attack they were severely enter- 
tained by the besieged, who left nothing uncssayed 
to repel the assault ; they played incessantly from 
the castle upon the breaches and flanking towers of 
the walls witli scattered shot. The conflict was des- 
perately maintained during two hours, and the Scots 
suffered a considerable loss of soldiers and officers 
of quality. Sir John Marley, mayor. Earl Craw- 
ford, and others, that had been most resolute in 
holding out the town, betook themselves to the 
castle, but afterwards surrendered as prisoners to 
the Scottish army. Thus, was the town taken from 
the king, after an obstinate and gallant defence, and 
may well assume the motto bestowed upon it, **fir* 
titer defendit triumphans,^^ The beseiging army 
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was estimated at 30,000 men, whilst the garrison 
did not exceed 1,500. "When the Parliament heard 
of this important capture, a public thanksgiving was 
appointed " for the success of the Scottish army.'* 

It is said, that during the siege, the Earl of 
Leven threatened the mayor, that if the town was 
not delivered up he would direct his cannon so as to 
demolish the beautiful steeple of St. Nicholas. The 
mayor, Sir John Marley, instantly ordered the Chief 
of the Scottish prisoners, to be taken to the top of 
the tower under the lantern, and returned him an 
answer that if that structure fell, it should not fall 
alone, as his countrymen were placed in it, with a 
view either to preserve it from ruin or be destroyed 
with it ; this had the desired effect. 

King Charles, being reduced to a condition 
in the last degree dangerous, threw himself into 
the protection of the Scottish army, which, on 
the approval of the English, retired with the royal 
fugitive to Newcastle, which they reached in May, 
1646. The king having been retained nine months 
by the Scots, in pledge for their arrears, it was 
finally agreed, that they should accept £400,000 in 
lieu of all demands, and that the king should be 
delivered up to the parliament. When the king heard 
of this infamous bargain, he was playing at chess, 
but such was his equanimity that he continued the 
game, and none could perceive that the letter had 
brought him news of any consequence. The com- 
motions of the times BtOl continuing, the parliament 
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was induced to vote £5,000 for repairing the foHa 
fications of Newcastle and Tynemouth, and the towi 
was placed in a posture of defence. 

Early in September, Lieutenant- General Cromwel 
passed through Newcastle in pursuit of the royalistf 
He afterwards returned to Newcastle, at the hea< 
of his army, which rested here three days, and ai 
said to " have been received with great acknowledg 
ments of love ;" and were sumptuously feasted b; 
the new mayor. * 

On the death of Oliver Cromwell, his son Eichar 

was proclaimed protector of Newcastle, and compl 

mented on his accession by the mayor and council 

but, in 1660, General Monk, the virtual restorer c 

Charles II., crossed the Tweed ; and Lambert, th 

parliamentary General, surrounded with inextricabl 

difficulties, retreated from Newcastle, when his arm 

almost entirely deserted him; and Monk entering th 

town, he was met on the road by great multitude 

of people, and welcomed by loud acclamations. Th 

inhabitants had always been suspected to retai 

* As characteristic of the ignorance and superstition of tl 
times, it may be mentioned, that in the first year of the Cod 
monwealth, the inhabitants petitioned the Common Cound 
praying, that persons suspected of witchcraft, should be appr 
nended and brought to trial — and the following entry is mac 
in the books of the CounciL— March 26, 1649.— Witches.— Tl 
petition concerning witches was read, and ordered that than] 
be returned to the petitioners ; and that the Council will coi 
tribute their best assistance therein. In pursuance of th 
appeal, a contract was made with a reputed witch-finder, as 
the result was, that one supposed wizard, and fourteen a 
counted witches, belonging to Newcastle, were executed on tl 
Town Moor. 
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their attachment to the monarchial form of govern- 
ment, and now displayed their joj and triumph, and 
received with kindness their townsmen who had 
suffered exile.* 

Charles II., after his accession, having assented 
to the act of uniformity, in direct violation of his 
preyioua engagements, the ecclesiastics in general 
were eager to avail themselves of its authority, in 
order to retaliate upon their enemies, more in the 
spirit of party justice than in the clemency of chris- 
tian mercy ; the Bishop of Durham, in consequence, 
wrote to the authorities, complaining of the nume- 
rous conventicles held in the town, which " scandal- 
ous and offensive meetings*' were "contrary to the 
known laws of the church and realm of England." 
The mayor and five aldermen replied, that " if any 
offenders against the late statute had not heen pun- 
ished, it was for want of evidence to convict them. 
Whereupon the Bishop responded, that if they knew 

*Two Bingular punislmients appear to haye been practised in 
this bofpough, about this time. A common drunkard was led 
through the streets covered with a large barrel, called a " Ne\i-- 
CMtle doak," one end of the barrel being taken out, and a hole 
made in the middle of the other, to admit of the head of the 
culprit appearing through it, by which contriTance it was 
borne upon his shoulders. The punishment for a scold was an 
iron crown or sort of helmet, called " the Branks** which was 
placed on the head, from which an iron tongue was suspended 
which distened in the mouth of the virago, and thus was she 
led through the streets by an officer of the Corporation. This 
carious apparatus is still preserved in the Court-house ; we 
suppose their disuse must be attributed, like our more modem 
treadmill, to the utter uselessness of such expedients, either to 
core vice or prevent crime. 
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not of such " disorderly assemblies,** they were gi 
strangers to the affairs of the town, the governm 
of which was committed to their care. 

On the accession of James II., the magistracy 
Newcastle was composed partly of Roman Cathol 
and Protestants, and occasionally the regalia of 
Corporation was carried to the Church, the Cath 
chapel, and the Dissenting meeting house. A 11 
before the revolution, there was erected before 
Exchange on the Sandhill, a beautiful equesti 
statue of James II., cast in copper, of the 8iz< 
the famous equestrian statue of Charles II., 
Charing Cross, London. The statue is said to h 
been raised upon a pedestal of white Italian mar 
fourteen feet from the base, which was of bl 
marble polished. In 1688, when the town declfi 
for the Prince of Orange and a free parliament 
is stated that the mob demolished this statue, 
threw horse and rider into the river.* The m 
of the statue was afterwards cast into bells, for 
Saints* church, except a leg thereof which was gi 
to cast a new bell for St Andrews. 

Although James II., had vacated the throne, 
"William of Orange had been universally ackn 
ledged, a scheme was got up in 1696, by James 

* It ia supposed by some, on very probable evidetice, 
this statue was neyer really set up, but, that it may hav 
mained on the quay where it had been landed only a i 
tune previous to the disturbances, when its contiguity t 
river would easily suggest to the mob the idea of thro 
it in. 
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conjunction with the king of France, to make a 
descent npon England near to Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
and one reason assigned was, that the cart horses 
which carried coals from the mines to Newcastle 
and Sunderland, would he useful for carrying the 
baggage of the army ; the design appears to hare 
been abandoned. Shortly after the accession of 
queen Anne to the throne, in 1702, a petition was 
presented respecting the fortifications of the port of 
Tyne, and the House of Commons participating in 
the fears expressed by the Corporation, an order 
was made that the whole house should attend 
upon queen Anne with an address, to request 
her to fortify these places. In 1707, another ad- 
dress was presented to the queen, by the Officers 
and Corporation, on the happy union of the two 
kingdoms of England and Scotland.* 

The year 1715 is rendered memorable by the 
rash and ill-advised rebellion designed to place the 
pretender on the throne of England, in opposition 
to Greorge T., who succeeded to the royal dignity on 
the death of queen Anne. The Earl of Derwent- 
water, and other noblemen and gentlemen, engaged 
in the enterprise, and Thomas Forster, M.P., for 
Northumberland, was appointed general. They had 
purposed to have made themselves masters of New- 

* In 1709, application was made to parliament, for leave to 
make the riY&r Tjne navigable to Hexham, bat the Ck>rpora- 
tion opposed the measure, as likely to be ruinous to their port. 
It is to be regretted that such purpose was opposed. It may 
form the noble project of some future Q^e oonmiissioners. 
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castle by surprise, but the Earl of Scarbaro)^ 
lord lieutenant of Northumberland, accampoi 
by nmnbera of the ueighbouring gentry and tlM 
tenantry, all well mounted and armed, had 1 
riously entered the towu. A body of 700 v- 
teers had been raised for its defence ; and the ■ 
men and other inhabitants offered to form n 
tioual guard of 700 men, to be ready at liti 
hour's notice. So that when the leaders of the ■ 
foreea knew tliat it w«s prepared with such efiia 
means of defeaoe, they proceeded to llexIiatnJ 
shortly after being defeated at Preston, they ' 
forced to surrender to the army of the king. 

When the standard of rebellion was r&iseJ 
1745, in favour of the young Pretender, ^ewoi 
evinced the most ardent loyalty ; and, as 
of the most important positions of the Norit 
was made the rendezvous for the army for ■ 
time. Eegiments from all parts near were opd 
into the town, and soon 15,000 effective n 
equipped were mustered, with several paru 
nrtilleiy. Newcastle contributed a large T(l 
teer force ; Sunderland furnished the town f 
sixteen pieces of ordinance, and several keels bej 
laden with artillery ; ammunition and other s 
were sent from Clifford's fort. Great gui 
placed at all the town's gates, and 200 canni 
placed upon the walls. Many officers of disti] 
arrived at Kewcaatle, and field-oiarshall 
came to take the comiuaad of the army, who i 
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a great number of general officers, reviewed the 
army on the Tovm Moor, where it was drawn up in 
battle array. The greatest consternation prevailed 
when the intelligence was received of general Cope's 
defeat by the rebels ; many of the opxdent inhabi- 
tants fled, taking with them their most valuable 
effects, but others re-doubled their exertions for the 
defence of the town. The Duke of Cumberland 
passed through the town on his way to Scotland, 
and was received with due honor by the mayor and 
corporate officers, and the greatest enthusiasm on 
the part of the people. When the news of the 
decisive battle of Culloden arrived, the greatest 
rejoicings ever known took place, and the Duke 
on bis return received the public thanks of the 
Corporation. 

"When the proclamation declaring war with 
America was read in Newcastle, in 1775, the popu- 
lous heard it in silence, and subsequently the bur- 
gesses sent a petition to his majesty against it. 
In 1778, Newcastle raised a large subscription for 
repairing its fortifications, to withstand a possible 
descent of the Americans or French. 

In 1792, the volcano of the French revolution 
burst forth in all its terrific grandeur, and fixed the 
attention of every civilized country ; while the 
Bourbon throne, upheld by the veneration of four- 
teen centuries, was shaken to its foundations, and 
the destinies of Britain seemed to be placed in 
danger by the success of the revolutionary cause. 
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England was speedily in arms ; voluntary associa- 
tions were formed in every town for internal de- 
fence ; and in consequence, a regiment was formed 
at Newcastle, consisting of eight companies under 
the command of Sir Matthew White Eidley, Bart. 
The alarm of inyasion by the French becoming very 
prevalent, occasioned a run upon the provincial 
banks, and obliged those in Newcastle to suspend 
payment. A committee of enquiry was immediately 
appointed, who reported that the whole liabilities 
of the banks did not exceed £230,000. Several 
gentlemen thereupon signed a bond, binding them- 
selves to be responsible for certain respective 
sums, the total amount of which, nearly amounted 
to half a million. The result was, that confidence 
was restord and the usual business of the town 
went on. Subsequent public events have for the 
most part had reference to architectural, municipal, 
commercial, and social improvements, and though 
less showy than preceding ones which glittered in 
the fierce and so called glorious bumishings of war, 
they have been incomparably more useful and educed 
almost the whole of the rapid and amazing pros- 
perity of the town. 

NoTB — It may be obserred that in this brief historical 
sketch, we have taken but small note of Gateshead ; the truth 
is, the history of the one is the history of the other. They 
have equally shared in the dangers of the past ; they are mu- 
tually identified in interest as one at the present j and, in the 
future, they must wax or wane together. 
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne is acknowledged to be one 
of the most prosperous and rapidly increasing of the 
large towns of England. It is situated at the 
Southern extremity of the county of Northumber- 
land, on the North side of the Tyne, nearly ten 
miles west of the German Ocean, 56 miles east of 
Carlisle, 117 miles south-east of Edinburgh, and 
273 north, north-west of London. The Borough 
has been represented in Parliament by two mem- 
bers from the earliest ^times. The parliamentary 
and municipal boundary, includiDg the outer-town- 
ships of "Westgate, Elswick, Heaton, and Jesmond, 
extends over an area of nearly 5,000 acres, its 
population at the last census was 87,784, but must 
now be estimated at considerably above 90,000. 
Such has been the rapidity of its progress, that 
while the general increase of the population of the 
kingdom since the commencement of the present 
century, has but doubled itself, Newcastle has 
trebled its population, and more than trebled the 
number of its dwelling-houses during the same 
period. 

However well adapted in olden time the site of 
the town may have been for a fortress and garrison, 
it must be acknowledged to have been but very 
ineligible for the general purposes of modern con- 
venience, the requirements of commerce, and ac- 
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commodations of trade. And it has only been by 
the enterprise of her merchants, and the public 
spirit of the inhabitants, that the natural disadvan- 
tages have been overcome, and the to^n which has 
been for the major portion of its history, the jarring 
scene of border strife, and the seat of the warring 
elements of the times, has become one of the most 
important industrial locations of the kingdom. 

Just under the brow of the Castle hill stands the 
Tyne bridge, which from the consideration of its 
necessity and utility deserves pre-eminence in obser- 
vation. This is at least the third structure that 
has occupied the same position. The first was 
Hadrian's bridge, which being built of wood was 
destroyed by fire in 1248. In conformity with 
the times, various bishops granted indulgences to 
those who contributed to tlie erection of the second 
bridge ; and it was so constructed as to support a 
row of shops and houses on each side. In 1889, a 
considerable part of this second bridge fell by an 
inundation, and 120 people were drowned ; it cdTter- 
wards underwent considerable repairs, but, in 1771, 
it was 80 irreparably destroyed by a flood as to 
render the present structure necessary, which, after 
having been widened and otherwise improved, seve- 
ral years after its erection, now presents its pre- 
sent appearance. It consists of nine arches, it is 
built of stone, and wears the appearance of uncom- 
mon strength and stabiliy. The entire cost is cal« 
culated to have been £60,000. 
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The steep slope of the principal hill facing the river 
which bears aloft the castle, was probably the ground 
first edificed in the ancient toMvn. Built at a time 
when its inhabitants were most anxious about the 
security of life and property, which was only to be 
had by being within the range of the walls of the 
castle and its towers ; it became necessarily crowded 
with narrow lanes and closely packed buildings, 
and largely partook of those features of a British 
garrison town, as to both houses and thoroughfares. 
The Sandhill, which skirts the base of the chief 
rising ground, derived its name from its having been 
at low water a hill of sand deposited by the tides ; 
it is now a spacious and well planned area. On the 
south side, next the river, stands^ the Exchakge 
and Town Hall. The original building was erected 
by Roger de Thornton, an opulent and munificent 
merchant ; it was removed in 1655, and a superb 
edifice with a loft}'^ steeple in the Gothic and Italian 
styles, was built by Eobert Trollop, architect, at a 
cost of £10,000. The building since then, has been 
considerably modernized in the course of its neces- 
sary repairs. In 1825, the east end was added from 
a design by Mr. Dobson, at a cost of £7000. Some 
of the houses and shops on the other side of the 
Sandhill, still exhibit marks of their antiquity. The 
Quayside which is built in front of the river, run- 
ning east of the Tyne bridge, and which has been 
one of the scenes of the late conflagration, is occu- 
pied chiefly in front by shops and offices, and has 
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ever been the most important centre of trade and 
commerce in the town. It is at present one of the 
longest and most commodious wharfs in the king- 
dom. It is usually crowded with shipping, and the 
commercial business done is connected with every 
port in the civilized world. In the centre of the 
quay stands the Custom-house, which has of late 
years been considerably improved and ornamented 
with a handsome stone front. 

A little lower down is the Trinity House, an in- 
stitution of considerable importance in maritime 
matters. There are alms-houses attached to it, and 
an excellent school. The school is justly celebrated 
for the mathematical ability of its masters, and the 
eminence attained by many of the scholars. 

At the foot of the Quay is Love Lane, in vrhich 
were born the late lords Eldon and Stowell, two of 
the most distinguished men of their times, both in 
tlie senate and at the bar ; their father, William 
Scott, was a respectable coal-fitter and mewshant on 
the Quay. Proceeding westward from the bridge, 
extends the street called the Close, probacy deriv- 
ing its name from the closeness of its buildings ; 
but it has been of late years considerably widened 
and improved. And, however, mean as it appear- 
ance may be now, it has evidently been a street of 
importance in ancient time, for herein stood the 
house of the Earls of Northumberland, and in this 
street may also be seen the Old Mansion Uouse, 
which was built in 1691, at a cost of £6,000. The 
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) still of iiDportauce &om the exteut of ite 

ihoases and manufactoriee, and from its river 

mtttge not Ukelv to be less valuable as improve- 

mta progresa. 

fTbenortli luigle of the Sandhill opens into the 

I, which probably takes its name from boing built 

B thfi side of the Castle hill ; about midway it is 

ined by a light, beautiful, and lofty railway arch ; 

narrow in the higher part leading west- 

1 up a steep ascent to St. KionoLis' Chuech, 



phich is said to have been atyled in tlie enrlicst 
DOiUtis of it, " the Church of Newcastle -up"i 
The original stmcturo is supposed to htit 
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beeii destroyed by fire, and the praaeat stnicti 
htLve beau erected and finished in the year 
This celebrated edifice is two hundred and' 
feet in length, aad seventy -fire feet in breadtii. 
ateeple, which is justly allowed to be the boast 
inhabitants, is nearly two hundred feet in h( 
sud fop its peculiar excellency of design. Mid 
cacy of execution, is eeteemed to be 
fineat specimens of gothic an.'hitectnre : 

To the south of the Ilead-of-the-Side, you 
through a narrow street whicli leads into an 
space called Castle Garti, and as ita name im 
in olden times it was enclosed within the Ci 
walls, which are said to have eitended over an 
of more than three acres, Here stand the Col 
Courts of Northumberland, called from an( 
date " The Moot TT*t. i,." Tbey are used fc 
holding of assise, sessions, and gaol-delivery, 
are a massive pile of building, and ranked amoi 
the finest and purest specimens of ancient orchitl 
ture. The building atanda with conspicuous effect, 
and preaouts in. the aoiitb front, a noble appearance 
from the old Tyna- bridge ; the cost rf its eroctioa 
was £60,000. 

Near to the west of the County Courts, is the 
north entranco to the Hiaa Letel BBlDaE, ono of 
the most astonishing structures in England, being ft 
double hridye, the lower for general passage bsJ 
traffic, at the height of eighty-five feet, ten incbea 
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and a-half, above high water mark; and the upper for 
Baflway purposes, at a further height of twenty-two 
feet, seven inches and a-half. The bridge consists of 
four water arches and two land arches, each 124 feet 
10 inches span, and 138 feet 10 inches from centre 
to centre of the piers ; the width of carriage road, 
18 thirty-five feet one inch, and forty-four feet ten 
inches outside width of piers ; from the north to the 
south entrance is upwards of a quarter of a mile. 
The arches are formed of iron, and the pillars of 
solid ashlar stone. It has been estimated that the 
iron-work in the structure would weigh nearly 6,000 
tons ; the mason work in and over the river, has 
been at a cost of about £100,000 ; the masonary and 
brick work of the land arches about an equal sum, 
and the iron- work a still larger sum. It was stated 
at a meeting of the Eailway Company in 1849, that 
the total cost had then amounted to £356,152, 
which included £113,057 for the viaducts in con- 
nection with the bridges over Newcastle and Grates- 
head. The land and compensation buildings are 
stated to have cost £135,000 additional, amounting 
in all to £491,152. The first pile was driven in April 
24, 1846 ; and the completion of the last arch was 
celebrated June 7, 1849. The upper bridge for the 
conveyance of trains, was opened August 15, 1849 ; 
and the lower bridge for carriages and foot passen- 
gers, January 16, 1850. This stupenduous struc- 
ture will stand for ages, a monument of enterprise 
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and skill, exhibiting to all what an union of effort 
and oneness of purpose can accomplish.* 

We have here also, as in contrast, the noble an- 
cient NoKMAK Keep, which proudly lifts its head, 
after having withstood the clang of arms, and the 
assaults of war for ages past. It stands encircled 
with the iron bands of commerce, ratified bj the 
bonds of peace, affording more stable security for 
its protection than its ancient walls; and it now bids 
fair to endure and to be the grand land-mark of the 
town throughout a continuous course of ages yet 

to come.t 

Dean Street is comparatively a modem street, 
leading northward from the middle of the Side, and 
carries forward up a steep acclivity the great north- 
eastern road of England. The street is so named 

* There were but fbw fatol casualties occurred durioff the 
erection of the bridge. Robert Taylor, tlie foreman <n the 
Iron Works, overstepping the ])lank on which he was stand* 
ing, foil, and was killed in consequence. John Smith was 
wonderfully saved by his trous^^rs catching a nail when ftll- 
iiig, and holding him, head down, until ho was rescued 
by his fellow-workmen. John Watson had also a miracU' 
lous escape ; the plank on which he sat cleaning the outside 
of the iron work, from some cause gave way, so as to throw 
him a complete somerset, when in turning he caught hold of 
>i projection, and with the tips of his fingers held on until 
lie was delivered from his perilous position. Sometime after 
the opening of tlio bridge, a fool-hardy fellow, half drunk, 
jumped from the bridge into the river, for the trifling wager 
of a pot of beer. The wind tliroii«;li the arch broke his ull, 
and ho was taken up by a boat, not any way seriously injured 
bv his ra.sli act. 

+ The Castle is now under the very appropriate consenra- 
tive care of the Antiquarian Society of the town. 



OSITBBAL DESCBIPTIOK OF THE TOWN. 45 

from liaving been formed over a dean and bum wbicb 
ran down tbe centre of it. As it dates from the same 
peiiod as the building of Mosley Street, which runs 
acroBB the top of it at right angles, and formed part 
of tbe same projected improvements, they partake 
of tbe same characteristics, being substantially 
built brick buildings, good shops and spacious 
streets, which, up to the time of Mr. Grainger's 
improvements, were the most respectable business 
streets in the town. 

Erom the Foot-of-the-Side, turning to the right 
from the north angle of the Sandhill, by a narrow 
and steep ascent, anciently called All-hallow 
Bank, but now only known by its modem name 
Batcher Bank, you enter the foot oiJPilgrim Street, 
one of the oldest streets in the town, and which is 
said to have derived its name from the Pilgrims that 
came from all parts of the world, passing through 
it to worship at " our Ladies' Chapel," at Jesmond. 
By being connected with Northumberland Street, 
(which may be considered as a continuation of 
Pilgrim Street,) it forms one direct line through 
the whole extent of the town, and is one of the most 
spacious and agreeable of the ancient thoroughfares. 
At the foot of the street, and yet on a considerably 
elevated position, stands All Saints' Chuboh. The 
form of the Church is elliptical ; the south front of 
the structure consists of the base of the steeple, 
with a handsome Doric portico in front, with the 
two wings, above which is seen the body of the 
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churcli. The steeple consists of a handsome iqiiBro 
tower, 96^ feet in height, which in continued by a 
succession of diminishing superstructures terminat- 
ing in a lofbj spire, from the point of which io the 
base of the tower is 202 feet. The appearance of 
the church from the south-east comer of the Ceme- 

■ 

tery well deserves the attention of the observer. 
From the south side of the Tjne, it presents an 
interesting contrast with the Gt)thic spire of St. 
Nicholas and the massive tower of the Castle. The 
pews inside are of solid mahogany. £27,000 is con- 
sidered to have been the total cost of this elegant 
structure. 

The chief public building in Pilgrim Street, is tiie 
LlovAL Aboade, situated at a point facing Moflky 
Street ; it is entered between two massive Doric pil- 
lars, and extends 250 feet by 20. It ranges in tluee 
stories, the lower one Doric, the upper Corinthian. 
This magnificent contribution to the architecture of 
Newcastle, cost nearly £45,000. At the foot of the 
Arcade steps is the Folioe Statiok, with which is 
connected the Magistrates Court. A little higher 
up stands the G-aol, situated in Carliol Square; 
its exterior presents a most massive and formidable 
structure. The interior arrangements are acknow- 
ledged to be calculated for purposes of security, 
classification, inspection, and employment, equal if 
not superior to any in the kingdom. The purposei 
of a prison have been efiectually served by its erec- 
tion, but how far it may have been promotive of 
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imtury purposPB as a Houae of Correction, may 

1 dAubtcd from the fact of the lu^ent demiuid 

p AH enlargement of the building. In Northumber- 

nd Sti-eet, wtiich is in a continued line witb Pilgrim 

E the Public Baths. The building occu- 

M an area of 17G feet by 134 ; the entrance into 

B Baths is by a bandaome front on the east, on 

be lefl of the entrance there is a suite of bathe 

ppropriated to the uae of ladies, and on the right 

D gentlemen. There are two open plunge baths, 

4 also warm, tepid, medicated, shower, vapor and 

i air baths, and cotnniodioue dressing rooms ; the 

Boal entrnnce U now from the west, the oast end of 

e building being engaged by the Northumberland 

Wcket Club. The cost of the buUding wae £)),500.» 

At theNortb endofNorthumherlandStreet stands 

\ Tuomab's Chuboh. it is a modern building, and 

1 the style of its nrchitocture gives coDBidor- 

ble efieet to the north entrance of the town, which 

e of late years undergone very important improve- 

Hlts by the erection of Eldan S/ree-/, and several 

wutifiil traraooB. To the east of these torraceB ia 

XBMoHii Cemxtebt, which ia an enclosure of ten 

B and a half, laid out witb extended walki and 

Htefully planted with trees ; one portion of tji« 

metery has been coueecrated to ttie interment of 

mbers of the Church of England, and the othor 

* Pub1i(> Bntlic and Wmh-bouBoi! Ikits rIbo bren onvtfd b; 

la Corporation in the lower piirt of Uie tomi, for tbo woTllil^ 

"Mi an<l ae the Inatitution has been demtIj eelf-iupportlug, 

• ori) mmtentplBted. 
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in iippropriutcd to DisBoiitcrs. At the north side of 
the town lies the Toicn Moar, which is of vast extent, 
being about eight miles in circumference, through 
wliich passes the great north road to Scotland, and 
also the north-west road bj Jedburgh and Melrose. 
Tlio Moor rises gradually from all sides towards its 
must elevated point, and includes in the pros- 
pect unimpeded views over the south-eastern parts 
of Northumberland and the north-eastern part of 
Durham ; it is chiefly devoted to grazing purposes, 
and is the property of the Treemen. The i^oe^- 
(humc is said to bo equalled by very few raoe- 
grounds in the kingdom. The Moor being a con- 
venient distance from the town, possesses many 
agreeable walks across. The Baubaoks are situated 
at the west side of the Town Moor and enclose an 
area of eleven acres, for which the Goyemment 
pays the Corporation an annual ground-rent of £55. 
The cost of their erection was £40,000. 

Leading south-west from St. Thomas's Church, 
is Percy Street^ which was formerly called Sid- 
gate or Sidegate, as leading down to the Side. At 
the foot of Percy Street, on the north side, is 
Albion Street which, with St. James's Street, 
leads to Leazeb Tebbace. This terrace was one 
of Mr. Grainger's earliest efforts, and is a noble 
oblong square of stono buildings, worthy of being 
inspected by every visitor to the town. It wad 
erected from the design of Mr. T. Oliver, architect. 
Leading from the foot of Percy Street, to Pilgrim 
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^Bceet, is Blaeketl Street, a spacious modern street. 

^^Btisting chiefly of dweUIng-bouaes. Towarde the 

^Kt end is tlie Mechanics' Isstitctte, which poe- 

^BtBB an esccUeut library and news' room, and is 

^■ibtbU; well supported and of considerable utility 

^B importauce to tho to^-n. A little to the west 

^Boda ft building originally designed aa an Acajieut 

^B A&TB, but now devoted to buaiueaa purposes. On 

^H) Opposite aide is Eldon Square — named in honor 

^■Iri)rd OhaQcellor Eldon, who was a native of Kew- 

^Wtie; the buildings are of atone, and remarkably 

^■Hte in their architecture. The Nortiiebk Cod^- 

^Kvb' Ciiru HoDSE forms the centre of the square; 

^B the shrubbery in &ont it was originally designed 

^B have erected a monument to Lord Eldon. 

^■At the west end of BIttckett Street and head of 

^KnegiUe Street stands St. Aitdbew'b Cuubou. It 

^B supposed to be the oldest church in Newcastle, 

^Bbough from time to time it appears to have been 

^Btiroly altered and rebuilt ; the firat record of it 

^Ktes from the year 1218. Being situated near to 

Vbo north wall of tho town, it received ao much 

' damage during the siege of 1644 that no aerrice 

was performed therein for one year afterwards. It 

was near to tlio church that the breach wna mnde 

in the wall capable of admitting ten men abreast. 

Newgate Street, Xuna' Gate, Groat Market, and 

Bi^ Market now form oao continued tine of street 

of general business, down to St, Nicholas' Church, 

opposite which stands the Coos ExoBAitGS it i4 
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eiclusively used as ita name imports — ^for tbe ■ 
of grain, — tlie markets being held on tbe TuM 
and Saturdays, 

GoiDg westward from St. Nicliolaa' Cbujroh4 
Oollingwood Street, so called in honor of 
CoUingwood, on illustrious townstnan. It is a ri 
Btantifllly good, plain, modem street, and conatl 
ably improved inliueiaeaB importance 
ing of Neville Street and the Grand Central 1 
way Station, to which it leads as the main tboro 
fare. At the west end is the Litebabt asi 
LOBOPmoAL Institution. The building was e; 
from deaigna by Mr. Jobn Green, architect ;j 
stylo of architecture is Grecian, and the worn 
ship ia considered to be of the most euperior d 
tion. It is the most important Literary 8o( 
in the northern counties. Its Hhraiy is exteni 
amounting to sixteen thousand volumes.* 
ia also associated with the Institution i 
Hjstoby Society, and an interesting and ralta 

McrsECM. 

In Westgate Street the chief objects of e 
■re St. JonK's CaoBcn and tlie Assembly I 
The Church is characterize il by its plainness 
simplicity, and beyond the fact of its i 
presents little worthy of note ; it is suppc 

* Coorsfe of Lertnras an fnquaiily ddiraiad f 
ntimben on the imnoiu depaitmeuM of Ari ud 9i ' 
the most eminent Leduivn. Tbe boUding i« o 
hart con upvnrdi of £18,000 
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e been built about the year 1287. The Asseublt 
I are situstcd a little higher up, and is n 
Ujr finished structure ; it was built by sub- 
and opened iu 1776, mtinifeBting the 
m and public spirit which then prevailed. The 
It elevation iB of stone in the Ionic order, baTJug 
wjecting centre and side wings. The grand hall 
n is 04 feet long, 36 broad, and 32 in height ; 
a the ceiling are suspended seven gorgeous glass 
DdeliWB. The centre chandelier is exceedingly 
IflOit and superb, having cost 600 guineas. It 
I built under the direction of Mr. Newton, archi- 
^ at a coat of £6,700. At the top of Weatgate 
, is erected a plain neat church called St. Paul's, 
I opposite to which is the Westqate Hill Ceite- 
The extent of its urea is three acres, laid out 
[planted in an ornamental style. There is a small 
■pel and Sexton's house attached to the Cemetery, 
ttiiere are no restrictions as to religious rites 
iCB. A little further west is situated 
HiwoiBTLE Union WoBKHorsE. The building 
f extensire, combining every needful arrange- 
■( tot convenience, health, and general utility — 
DoIb are also connected with the establishment. 
ba continuing line from the west end of Colling- 
id Street, ie JVetnV/e Street, one of the most im- 
tont streets of the town. The south side of it 
Kunpletely formed by the Cektbal Kajlwat 
IfflOV, the principal front of which ia 200 
da long. The building is of the Boman Doric 
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order, from deaigUB l)y Mr. Dobaou. The j 
aenger abed covera an area of upwards of i 
Bcres, the whole of which ia lighted from the rt 
it ia one of the most extensive and comaiodiouB el 
tiona connected with the railway enterprise of the 
country. Its original deaiga includes an elevated 
portico, which, when completed, wDl give beautj 
and effect to the whole budding, and form the noblest 
architectural strncturE in the town. 

The buildinga on the aide opposite are not yet 
completed, but will form an elegant crescent appro- 
priately adapted to the portico of the station when 
erected. Independent of the bustle necesanrily 
connected with this grand junction of railways from 
the ingresa and egresa of paaaeugers to and finm 
all parts of the kingdom, this street will ever be A 
bustling thoroughfare, aa it is in conjunction witii 
West Clayton Street one of the connecting linla 
with the west part of the town. At the west end 
of Neville Street, ia the Cattle Maeeet, the moct 
important cattle market in the north of EnglMiJ. 
On the Bouth side of the Market atanda the Isior 
iiAST, one of the noblest charitahle institutions in 
Newcastle ; it was eatablished about a century ago, 
and has hitely been considerahly enlarged by tlie 
addition of a new wing at the west end 
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Hitherto the attention has been intentionally 
restricted to the olden parts of the town, in order to 
present en masse the splendid new streets and public 
bmldinga which specially merit to be distinguished as 
the New Town. The principal street is Grrej/ Street, 
on a line with Dean Street and parallel with Pilgrim 
Street ; a difficulty occasioned by a slight curvature 
in its line, has not only been surmounted, but with 
admirable taste and skill subordinated to the pro- 
duction of such variety in the architecture as to 
Tender the groupings rich and superb. The most 
extended detail would fail to convey an adequate 
idea of the imposing effect of the magnificent build- 
ings of this street. The chief building on the 
lower range of the west side, is the Bbai^ch Baitc 
OP Ekolakd, which is a splendid combination ot* 
architectural beauty. 

Higher up on the east side stands the Theatbe. 
The portico which extends across the foot-pavement 
foims a striking object in the view of Grey Street. 
The gorgeous over-hanging pediment is supported 
by six finely proportioned Corinthian columns, the 
tympanum of which presents a bold and beautiful 
sculpturing of the Eoyal Arms. Every internal ar- 
rangement has been made to add splendour and 
effect to the scenic representations. The number 
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of Bpectators which the sittinga will a 
have been estimated as foUowa : — Boies, 250 lover 
tier 1 SCO upper tier ; Pit, 200 ; Gallery, 1^00 i 
but on apBciftl occaBiona, the auditory considerably 
exceeds these numbers, On the lower side of the 
Theatre is Skakenpeare Street, which is also a new 
spacious street leading to Pilgrim Street. Ailjoiiimg 
thu Theatre to the north is the NoBTHUUBBSLiSS 
A^D DnBEAM DisTBicT Bank. This building u 
quite unique, and is considered to be one of the mort 
chaste and richly decorated structures of the town. 
On the upper side of this building is Mood Strett, 
which is also a respectable new street eixlendiog Ui 
Pilgrim Street. 

At the head of Grey Htreet, stauds the conapifr 
nous and maguiticent Gbet Column siirmountH 
by u, coloHsal figure of the Kight Hon. Charh* 
Eiirl Grey, dressed in his robea of state, whom 
important services as a statesman, and putriotte 
efforts as a legislator in the cause of ParliauieD* 
tary Ituform, and in the extension of civil and rftlk 
gioua liberty, this monument is designed to tom- 
niemorate. The architecture of the eolitmii is BIp 
man Doric, and the entire height ia 133 feet, taA 
was erected by public subscription, — John and Bfllh' 
jamin Green, Eeqra., architects. Considerablo oAvt 
is given to the area of the column by 8t. ShVOft 
Chajel, the architecture of which ia of the nnrt 
order. The column is bo placed as to bu equsBf 
effective when viewed from Grainger Str«et, jnltlf 
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■0 namBd in honor of Itichard Grainger, Esq., by 
ardent public spirit and decision of character 
projected improTements were designed, and 
ty whose indomitable energy these vast colossal 
bnildingB were reared which constitute the new 
town. 

PtoaUal with Grainger Street to the west, is 
CZoyfon Sireetf commencing opposite Eldon Square 
in Blacket Street, and intersecting Newgate Street 
and Westgate Street, it forms a junction with 
Keville Street at the east end. Clayton Street 
is so designated in honour of the eminent abilities 
and distinguished public services of John Clayton, 
Esq., town clerk. From Grainger Street to Clay- 
ton Street, run two parallel streets, Ifuns* Street 
and NeUon Street^ in the latter is situated the 
Musio Hau. and public Lsctvbe Eoom. The 
Lecture Boom is in the basement storv and is fitted 
np in the amphitheatre style, and is calculated 
to accommodate about 1,000 persons. The Music 
Hall is in the upper story, and is calculated, by the 
addition of the gallery, to accommodate a larger 
auditory. It is dow fitted up with a powerful organ, 
and occasional Oratorios are performed. The square 
fiurmed by Grainger Street on the east, Clayton 
Street on the west, Xun Street on the south, and 
Nelson Street on the north, forms the Yegstable 
ASH BxTTOHXB Mabkets ; they occupy an area of 
14,000 yards. The extent of the yegetable market 
is 318 &et long, 57 feet broad, and 40 feet high. 
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\mn^ II ion* Hpacioim tlmii ilmi of AVcmtminBtcr, and 
r<)f)f(>(l \iitli woodrji work in ilio stylo of Oothic 
cathodnilri. Tho Biiichor lilarkoi consists of four I 
HVi;iiii<^H, each .'i8H ioAii loii^, h)}j foot brood, and 27 J 
iovX lii^li) <!roHHod hy four lofty iiroados ; it contains I 
Hourly 12(X) Hiitrhera* HliopH. Tliuso uiorketR for 1 
<>.\t<'iit uiid olif{ii)ility of plan, nro not oxcoodod by 1 
any ill Kiiropo. | 

Marh't Street. \s\\\v\\ inttTHrctM (}roy Stroct from 
I'il^riiii Htn'ot to Oraiii^or Strooi, forms ono side of 
t)i<} triaii^lo \i-liic)i with (Irvy .Street and Grainger 
•Strota (ioiiHtitutu tlu! Ckntuai. KxoirAVOB. At each 
of tlu! an^loB of tluH cuntnil structurCi stands a 
circular tuinplo, oovorod by a Huporb cupola having 
<'arvcd ]>ara])(;tH. Tho Htylo of tho oxtorior is a 
rioli coinpoHito, in which tlio (Winthian prevails. 
There arc two public <;ntnincoH to tho Exchange 
from (irain«;cr Htrcct, ono from Oroy Street, and 
ono frr>m Market »Str<>ct. Tlio offcct on entering, 
frnm il.H unexpected beauty an<l vast extent, is 
;^nind and impoHin^. The form in u semi-circle con- 
taining an area of 11,k;)5 feet, including a somi-cir- 
cular colonnade of nMnarkable Hplendour. Two 
Koman Ionic; pilaHter.s in the wall on the flat side of 
Ihc area form the t<;rmination of a majoHtic Bcnii- 
<^ir(!le of twelv<5 eolumnn of the Hame order. The 
roof of the interior Hemi-cir(;le iH a dome ; and that of 
1 he outer Ih (;onHtruet(Ml of a very lij;ht Hkilfiil frame- 
work. Thirt vartt(Mlifico bcin/^Hurrounded by build- 
in/^M, iri entirely li^lited from tlie roof nnd the crown 



of the doiao br liXOOO ftvt of glass- Tho interior 
«f Ae colonnade is uso^l as a 3t>r« ^<vw^ and i» 
■M»t «xten»Tdr paminisod, — iho ouier circlo form- 
ing a cpMious pvomonado. 

Hie utilities and advantagr^s of tho Xr>/^i( ^A>«i 
a» a puUic institution axv inTaluablo* AVliilo ibo 
Ontad Bailwav Station niav bo viovod as tho o^>U 
IftcUng and distributing point of tho vast muhiiudos 
of strangers visiting XowoastU\ and tho Quay^ido 
W «icsnsidoi>L\l tho contiv of hor mon^antilo trsuisao- 
tMns, and the ini^x'^rtant Markets as the busy scene 
rf Iwar business men. — it is in the leisure hours of 
cnmiDg. in the Central l^ohange^ \^~ithin the oirele 
rf its news rvxnu, or on the pave of its extended 
petnoenade, that the mind ix^laxes and is relieveti 
fi\>in the fag of business. frx>m tho tension and 
anxietr of conimereial enteq^rise. .^r.d the wear and 
ctf evorv dav life. And. bv the i^^ntle incite 
of it« telegraphic dis}xa:ches and newspaper 
isteUicence : bv the everv vaninc stores of its world- 
vide infoniLAtion : bv the ^^asual raeetin^rs^ kindlv 
greetings^ and soei^d intercourse, the exhaustovi 
|diTsieal eneiries are re-invig^>ratetl, and mental and 
moral power ivgained for the fulfilment of the duties 
of life, and the energetic pursuance of its business 



We have thus briefly ai\d necessarily impert«vtly 
deteiled the principal points of attraction of the y^^i 
^ and have but this eousolitary though: to 
our r^n^^t at its meagreness and dei\vts, tSat 
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ilio moNt minuto and iirtiiiiio dosoription which 
or poncil could prodiico^ tnuMt almost equally 
Thoy niunt bo viMiiod and inNpoctcd to bo f 
appro(nntc*d ; and though tho common obnoiror i 
not fail to bo improsiod and adiniro, it roquirei 
vyi) of tho initiated, tho tanto roflnodi and tho tt 
itnprovod by travel and obnorvation, in order to 
brace, to vAmtrunt, and rightly to OMtimato tho t 
QUA ordorN of architecture and their harmonioui 
ciffeetivo groupingn, aw diHplayod in tho exten 
NtreetN and magnificent buildingN which conMtil 
the new town. j\nd yet, theiie are tho mere real 
tions of one miTid, tho conMtituentM of one deti: 
the reRuH of tlie Tnental and moral ef!brt>ii of 
(!hief Huperintonding head ; and by an ama/.ing d 
Nion of (^lianu'ter, promptneHM in action, and indo 
table energy, thene rangcH of beautiful NtreotM i 
inngnilhumt buildingN were roared in the fihort Hp 
i>r four years. And " \s\wn we <!on»idor tho coi 
(juent increanod population the mnny thouna 
who have foutid ineauM of HubMiHtatuM), and arc r 
dependent on tho buiiineNN connectionn of the i 
town, and tho importance whi<;h it Iuin given to 
(liMtrict, we are bound to add, that it ban fallen 
ihn lot of no individual to confer advantagcN on 
nativo town, mo immenHo, and no enduring, aM h 
been rendered by Jlichard (irainger, I'/N(j.'** 

N<jither can we, "while we review tho vari< 
public buildingN which diverNily and Niud the t<n 
^ Hw ** NowoMilo M it in,*' pngo ^t'f. 



hQ «> eftuouiie the pubHo spirit which iliohito^i thoir 
p«0{iN^ii»i^ uui tho i^Miervms impulse* whioh dovistnl 
ilie ttNenJ meau$ t\>r ihoir ewviiv^n, nor the merits 
Twpeonve architeets : as^ociate^i with wbio!". 

out eonspieuously the distiwcui^hevi n^ues v^t' 
Mr. Jv^ta IX>b*.'»u, >Ce$«rss. John auvi Btnyan\ii; 
l$TCi«u Mr. Thouw* Oliver* aad others. And while 
sBfe^ iahdibitauitsL nwiv N* justly prv^ud et the uuixiervnis 
9oNe baildins^ of the town, $hAll ihev mn feel wort^ 
ltt$h£y iK'aoared in the ir.ov.. the emKxiiment* ni\d 

inuff luouumeucs of whose i^niius thev asw 
Tefr^ in the iwid^r of o-ir adur.rativni, meetins: 
It <TiearT tun; the reh\"^ asul retuindorsi of smtiquit} . 
tbe latrid is sv>ber\\i ^^*.rh the thouirhr, that even 0:1 
Sfte«e sirueturvs of n:vNion\ 'tVNxer sr.d skilK iuev 
?nble lime sh&Ii do hU work. 

Of 1^ iKiv^ liui! .:-v, ih**; i\e : •.;:t^:s ,\'',w : 

EahKuh df lh«;" tvMf. tor «ho r^A'*.* u^ ir>T^ 

O^^BT ihat >»Vi<rf; Kvh Nwtu *u.l oVr i*w: xkhich uu;#^ K* : 



Our ^^rimarv design r^i^r.vior:? *.; ij:vV.iio further 
10 pursue our deseriptive rx^m^irks ; otherwise, in 
oxder to fonn a pro^vr estimate of the Wvxiem inx- 
v^-vt^uiee of the town, in ivixtrast with the p^ist, it 
wixid havt* Nvn uee\vtttl to h.Hve uotiee\l in detail. 
the public, literary. Knievolent. mv^wl. and rt^li^ous 
ixbslirutiv>n;Ss which mv.>re especially develop ai^d mark 
intellectual character and moral |H>sition of iht^ 



60 THS JfEW TOWTf. 

people. Neither would it bave been less impel 
to bave entered upon extended stateineuta i 
iog the vast mineral productions of the diBtricG 
various kinds of manufacturing produce in iron,! 
glass, earthen^rare^ leather, chemicals. &c., &c.m 
amount of shipping, and the value and exte 
commercial business ; all of which Eubjecte wa 
obligated to waive as incompatible with our dm 
and to pass on to notice the casualties of jwrti 
axtd^od and Jire, which have throughout the e 
or successive years laid waste or dcpopulntedj 
town, as more immediatelj consonant with the I 
ing subjects of this book. 



Wa insert the tdHowiag list of Churchca and 
order more fiilly to carry out the dBsign of Iho n 
Gnide to the town ;— 

Chuboheb of tqi EsTiaminDiNTi—St. Nioholi 
l>ieho!a*' Sguatvi 4U Sainta', Foot a/ Pilgrim S 
Jrthn'e, Wesigate Street ; St. Andrew's, Beai q/ I 
SIreHi M. Thomas', Samu Bridge ; St. Peter's, 
Street; S(. Atm's, IfeK Soad. ' 

BirnsT CnuHOHES, Bnohk S/reet, New Brt4g»A 
Ann Court. Fbiisds' Meetiko Hoitbe, Pilgrim 
\ilMSS.XDEm Chitbcuss. BlactHf Strwi, Wttt i 
Iflrrel, Ttlhill Slain. Jews SntiooaiTE, TVmpb 
Hbtboiiibt New Coi'xezioii, Hood Strett. Pai 
METBOSian, A>i«o» Street, Arthtir't hilt. Wwurej 
IBUCISTfl, BiVHWiet Place, AW Soad, BlenMm 
W^Utr*.:! Befobuebs, Netn Bridije Street, amd OiJwH 
Srw JsnrsiLEM Tkhpi.k, Peny Slrtet. Pbmdt- 
(Eiigli.li.) Ne«, Bridge, Wetl Clayton Sfreel, ArggU 
W^h Briitgp, Fool of Werijate Street. PsnST 
(Dmled) Blaetett Street, CarUal Stretl, CtaeeriKg 
HOlux Cathouo CecBon, pilgrim Slreet and Wett ' 
SIntt. Vsrtuaus Ciiitbch, Sew Bridge. 



It has frequently been observed, that Newcastle 
retains all the characteristics of an old British gar- 
rison town ; and there is little doubt but that, in 
consequence of her geographical position subjecting 
her to the inroads and contingencies of a border 
warfare, it may have been needful to conserve and 
perpetuate her protective strongholds of defence long 
after the southern towns had got rid of such incum- 
brances. 80 that, up to a late date, the description 
given of Newcastle may be admitted to be correct ; 
that it is " a vast hanging field of sombre and cheer- 
less houses, huddled mobbishly together into a 
pent-up mass, packed and squeezed by mutual pres- 
sure into panic retreat from the approach of wheeled 
carriage, or military operation." This being almost 
necessarily so from antecedent circumstances, it is 
evident that the town would be at all times most 
seriously exposed to the liabilities of fire, the devas- 
tations of flood, and the ravages of pestilential dis- 
ease ; and the truth of such view is fully confirmed 
by local records, and the wonder may even be that 
being so situated, the visitations have not been more 
frequent, more extensive, and more calamitous. 

We now proceed to notice a few of the more 
striking of these casualties, as introductory to our 
chief objects, which are to present a condensed, yet 
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Hiifllrioutly coinprohonHivo, record of tho late Cholera 
ViMitniion of 1 H5H, and tho Into colatnitoui Fire in 
NowrnMllo aiul (iiiioHhoad. 



I'KHTIIJWOK. 

Tlio flrHt viHitation of iliiH cluiii on record ia that 
of fho l*hf/uei in 12134. J)ut it in to bo obNonred in 
ihn oflHoi, that in anciont timo orory npocieii of epi' 
di*nii<! waM cailod ** tho plaguo ; " and whether tbt»» 
and many othor NubHO()uont viiiitationH were really 
tho piaf^iio, or Nome othor fatal form of epidetnic 
(liNoaNo, wo havo not now tho moan» of ancortainitig, 
and c;an only ro(;ord that thin viiiitation continued 
for thr<M) yearn. Tho hical hiHtorians attribute tfep 
raiiMo to tho diHorgani7.(!d Htato of Mooioty generally 
provailing at thin timo ; tho kniglits and squires 
Notting tho roHtraintH of law at dcflancOf were little 
l)ottc^ than commrm marauders. Tho town also 
oxporioncod a f(roat dearth and mortality in 1240, 
whioh was considorod to proceed from three months 
drought boing followed by throe months of oon- 
tinuod rain.* 

The disorders and eonsequoneos of border forays 
and the ravages of war we And frequently followed 
by famine and pestilence ; and in 1H17 these erils 

* U willfNf mnnmilMinNl ilmi ihn o)io1<tni qHdemio of 1868 
wnn yrwHHHUnl bv lionvy nnd lori^ conUnuiid miiiN at ilis doiA) 
of t)Mf ymr IH52, nnd a mrnvro Nnow Ntorm stid ndsis In ths 
mrly rnontliii of IHM, 
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were sorely increased by three successive years of 
scarcity, and the famine and mortality were so 
grievous, that the living it is said, could hardly bury 
their dead. The general distress prevailing is des- 
cribed in language too highly coloured to meet 
belief in our times. Pestilential visitations are also 
recorded in 1345, and again in l^JilO, and also in 
1478. 

In 1588-9, the plague raged so grievously in 
Newcastle, that there is said to have died one 
thousand seven htmdred and twenty-seven persons. 
Though we may justly doubt the correctness of the 
returns in those days, from the difficulty there is 
even now in attaining correctness, yet it cannot 
be doubted, bi^t that considering the limited popu- 
lation of that distant date, the mortality must have 
been fearful, and far in excess of any visitation of 
modem times. 

The plague which raged so dreadfully in Newcas- 
tle in 1636 is supposed to have come over from 
Holland, and other parts beyond the seas. It began 
at North Shields, in October, 1635, and after an 
intermission of some months, broke out at Newcas- 
tle with such fury, that there are reported to have 
died between the 6th of May and the 31st of 
December, 1665, ^t?c thousand and Jifteen persons; 
and at Gateshead, between the 30th of May and 
the 16th of October, j^ve hundred and Jifteen persons. 
This may be called the great plague year of Eng- 
land, Jn which London was also so dreadfully ra- 



ibu. Whatever may have been the nature of ottiCT' 
viaitatioDSj there was jio doubt about thia ; the eape- 
eial marks of the plague were clearly aacertaiaed, all 
trade was at a staud, and it is a traditiou that so 
depopulated was the town by desertion and de&tb, 
that graaa covered the streets. In order to prevei 
the spreading of the contagion, futnigatioi 
toBm, and trankinceose, were used as aiitidg| 
With what deepened intereist do we now i; 
these things, when we remember wliat i 
left the town during tlie Cholera epideinie, and ■ 
having partieipated in the iutenae anxiety < 
people, and haring witnessed like means a" 

It appears, however, tbat iii 1C45, wheo i 
visited with the plague, the inhabitants hod rt 
to a much more remai-kable mode of cure, whicltfl 
no other than to send for the Lee-penny, the ati| 
rities having to give a bond for a large sum in t; 
for the loan. This curious piece of antiquity ci 
the Lee-penny, was a stone of a dark red o 
and of a triangular shape, set in a piece of a 
It had been in the Lee family accordiug to ti 
for upwards of three hundred years, and it Ifl j 
to have had many virtues, iu curing diseases in ■ 
and cattle. The mode of its use was by dippingfl 
atone iu water, which was given to the diaeiu 
driuk ; and it is recorded, that it did so muob g 
in these plague cases, that the authorities oi 
pay the amount of the bond in order to kee 



PKSTILSSkCS. 65 

r but the proprietor would not part 
it* 

In order to prevent the importation of plague 
aa 1665, there was an order of the OouncU, for- 
hUding masters of ships to bring passengers or 
goods into the harbour, and sailors were forbidden 
to come on shore on pain of imprisonment ; at that 
time it raged in Gateshead and Sunderland. In 
1675, a pestilential disease prevailed in Newcastle. 
cdUed the **JoUjf mniJ*^ Whether this designation 
««a indicatiTe of the short time of its continuance in 
tbe town, or to its rapid individual mortality, or in 
vb«k war the name was descriptive of the disease 
vo learn not ; but it was surely too serioua a matter 
to make light of, for there died of it nine kmH^rtd 
mmd iwemh^frr persom. This is the last visitation 
of plague or pestilence we i^ad of, xintil it makes 
ite iqppeannce under the modem designation of 
Cholera in ISdl, being upwards of ISO years, during 
^ridch the town was exempt 6om any violent visit*> 
tkm of that character. It may also be remarked, 
that during this period the general aspect of things 
bq^ to change, that the town was freed from the 
diio consequences of national warfare and border 



* We suppoAfr the dbMipk* <»f the modem w»tcr eui^ would 
nliMr be attributing the rirtuM to tbe watior thtti the stoue ; 
l ieff W ht A ft M , the &ith in the Mone mitfht aid the eure. Of 
thill wif M« sowit that a little more fiuth and pnotio^ in such 
wholeMme water drinkiDir^ and it^ moi^ giNMral api^iMion, 
cBKlarnallT as well as intentallT, would both |MKT«fit amieui>p a 
gmt maDT of thepNTaiiinf JUaeaw* and eptdemicES of the daj. 



foray, to wliicli it had been Bubjected for centd 
before ; for war not only laid waste the eoiuitr 
exhausted reaources, but involred a neglected c 
vation, and famine and pestilence were the e: 
entailed upon the people. 



CHOLEEA. 
From the course marked by the ravages of J 
Asiatic cholera over the continent of Europe, itT 
long feared that this country would not esctH 
visit of the desolating scourge, so that the mej 
profession were in part prepared for its appear 
but the suddenness of the outbreak in our ii 
diate locality, the rapidity of its mortality, 1 
the general inexperience of the medical profes^ 
in the nature of the disease, considerably baffled 
their efforts, and the panic which impressed tba 
minds of the people became a powerfully predispos* 
ing cause to its attacks. It is recorded that tlie 
Cholera first made its appearance in these nortlieni 
counties at Sunderland, on the 26th of Octobor, 
1831, and so fatal wore its ellects, that between 
that date and April S, 1S32, there were 358 p&- 
sons attacked, of whom 205 died. Although in- 
dividual cases of cholera undoubtedly occurred in 
Newcastle and Gateshead, nearly simultaneooaly 
with those in Sunderland, yet the epidemic did RDt 
break out in its virulence until the mouth of D^ 
cember, 1831, Erom this time the disease i 
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with serious maligiiitT until the spring, when for a 
time it ceased, but renewed its attack in the months 
of JuIt, August, and September, and gradually 
dbttted towards the dose of the vear. It is calcu- 
lated that the total mortality in Newcastle was SOI, 
and in Gateshead 234, being a mortalitr of 4me in 
settmljf of the popidation of Newcastle, and om in 
nrfy^ve of the population of Gateshead. The pop- 
ulation of Newcastle in ISdl, being 55,922, and 
Gateshead, 15,177, 

From the constant intercourse with Sunderland, 
this Tisitation had been apprehended for some time, 
and eveij precaution had been adopted to avert as 
mneh as possible the impending danger. The author- 
ities were unceasing in their exertions to mitigate 
the predisposing causes. The lanes were washed 
vith hot Ume and thoroughly cleansed, cholera hospi- 
tals were opened in each parish, and the dead were 
cwdeied to be interred within twelve hours of their 
The barracks were closed, and the soldiers 
not allowed to come into the town ; a quaran- 
tine was placed upon all ships from the port, and busi- 
ness was generally at a stand. It was on January 
16^ that the greatest number of deaths occurred in 
one day, when twelve persons died. The inhabitants 
were unremitting in relieving those who were in 
miaeiT and want ; clothing, and bedding, and fuel, 
were distributed to the amount of £1,300. It is 
worthy of note, that while the deaths in the town for 
September, October, and November, in 1S30, were 
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538, for the corresponding months in 1881, imme- 
diately precceding the cholera, the deaths were 482, 
being 106 less than the former period ; so that the 
town appears to have been in a more healthy condi- 
tion at the time of the outbreak, a fact which 
deepens the mystery of the cholera visitation. 

There is little to record respecting the second 
visitation of cholera in the year 1849. The sligbt- 
ness of the attack is attributed to the active at- 
tention paid to sanitary condition a short time pre- 
vious to its appearance, in consequence of the 
great scarlatina epidemic of 1846-7, and of the 
great Irish fever of 1840-8, both of which forms 
of epidemic were most seriously fatal.* The 
causes were imputed to the defects of superficial 
drainage, filth accumulated, bad ventilation, poverty, 
privation and intemperance ; and such was the 
state of certain districts, " as to warrant the fear of 
an epidemic disease being generated, without an 
actual importation of it.** Owing to the earnest 
appeals of the Sanitary Association and medioa] 
reports, the authorities bestirred themselves, the 
lanes were cleansed, and,' the houses white-washed, 
and much accumulated refuse and filfch removed. 
The town being generally improved, the result of 
these efforts was so beneficial, that the town com- 

• Tlio ayerage mortality of 1842-6, incIuBivo, was 1764, the 
ayerage of the Buoceeding three years 1840 to 1848, was 2638 i 
nearly (KX) incroaae. The year 1846, when compared with 
1846, has an inoreasod mortality of 1,169. 
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paratirelj escaped the cholera visitation of 1849. 
The moitaliiy being only 295 in Newcastle, and in 
Ghiteshead 186, and, supposing the population in 
1849, on the data of 1851, to have been for New- 
ctttle 80,000, and Gateshead 22,000, it would give 
one death in two hundred and seventy-one of the 
peculation in Newcastle, and one to one hundred 
and eighteen in Gateshead, so that this visitation 
pressed with a double severity on Gateshead, when 
compared with Newcastle ; whereas in 1831 the 
moitaliiy was nearly equal.* 

Having thus had to bear the brunt of two visit- 
ations of Cholera, an anxiety was naturally excited 
in the minds of the observing respecting the pro- 
gress of the Cholera epidemic throughout the conti- 
nent of Europe during the early months of the year 
1853. The warning voice was raised, " that beyond 
all doubt the disease was again journeying towards 
England, and that, in all human probability, before 
many months, perhaps weeks, have passed away, it 
will again have cast the blue and icy mantle of its 
life-destoyiug touch over thousands of our country- 
men,ybr the Cholera trill Jind vs as unprepared to meet 
it a* hrforeJ" This prophetic announcement of Dr. 
J. C. Hall, which appeared in " the Times" in the 
month of August, had its truth fully confirmed by a 
letter firom Dr. Bobinson, dated September 2nd, 

* It is to be regretted that the Cholera Commiasioners* 
Heport, does not oontain more detailed statistics in reference 
to the cholera visitationa of 1831-2, and 1849. 
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:uldre8BC(l to tho Board of Health, announcing the 
I'dct, *' that Cholera had made its fatal appearance 
in Newcastle ; and that from its geographical posi- 
tion and its notoriously defective sanitary condi- 
tion, ho could not but be apprehensive that an 
epidemic visitation of cholera under existing cir- , 
eumstances may be productive of a fearful loss of { 
life.*' How seriously this was to be realized, a 
few days served to confirm. The Board of Health 
on tho receipt of Dr. Bobinson's letter, immediately 
addressed the Homo Office ; but the Board consider- 
ing the cases which had been brought before them 
(as reported in London and other places,) as spor- 
adic and not epidemic, a delay of five or six days 
took place before Mr. Grainger, one of the medical 
superintendents of the London Board of Health, 
was despatched to Newcastle, and that only in con- 
sequence of a confirmatory letter being indirectly 
received by the Board from Dr. Glover, to the effect 
" that cholera had increased in Newcastle.** 

From the Report of the Cholera Commissioners', 
wo learn that the first cases began, and the last cases 
ended, in the following order : — 

BEOT7N. ENDSD. 

Sept. 1.— All Saints' District. Oct. 28. 

„ 1. — St. Nicholas* „ 16. 

„ 6. — St. Andrew's „ 24. 

„ 1. — Westgate „ 29. 

„ 4. — Byker Not. 4.* 

* Mr. Clepban, in his *' Facts and Figures'* states, that the 
1 hreo first cases were as follows : — Aagust 30, lisle Sti)B0t,* 
Newcastle ; August 81, Victoria Street, Qateshead, and Sep- « 
tcmber 1, Bill Quay, (Heworth). 
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The disease will thus be seen to have been simulta- 
neous and general in its first attack, not confined to 
particular districts, as on former occasions,but almost 
universal and immediately spread over the town. 
Previous epidemics had been more especially circum- 
scribed to certain low localities, and certain classes 
of character and circumstances ; but the visitation of 
1853 was not exclusive in those districts where the 
sanitary condition was bad, and where the dissolute 
inhabit, and the poor and impoverished in circum- 
stances were chiefly to be found, for it also had 
numerous victims in the residences of some of the 
most respectable inhabitants of the town, and where 
the sanitary condition generally speaking could not 
be complained of. 

While it is to be observed that the late out- 
break of cholera was most unquestionably more 
severe than any previous one in the town, it was 
Qot more so th&n previous outbreaks in other places. 
The greater severity appears to have consisted 
rather in the greater extent of its attacks than iu 
the greater malignancy of them ; and yet, this 
greater severity is most strikingly exemplified when 
bhe mortality is compared with the prenous visita- 
bion. In the first nineteen days of 1831, the num- 
ber" of deaths was 91, and ^during the same period 
n 1853, the number was 557, being an excess of 
h66. It is also manifest from the consideration 
that the first visitation extended over nearly twelve 
months in 1831, and the mortality scarcely exceeded 
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; I } 800, while that of 1853 expended its virulence 

\ I two months, and the mortality wad 1,533. Ha 

j ; I not heen for the effective efforts of the authorit 

! 'I and the prompt and unremitting labours of 

1^1 medical profession, and the valuable aid of 

medical inspectors of the London Board of Hea 
B. D. Grainger, Esq., and Dr. Gavin, and the be 
volf^nt exertions of the inhabitants generallj, tl 
is no doubt, but that the sacrifice of life would 1 
ij been much more extensive and severe. 

\ It is impossible to describe the anxiety of fee 

and the deep forebodings of the people during 
intensity of the disease. When the mortality ran 
for a few days upwards of a hundred per da 
}[ deep gloom settled on the minds of the people ; 

there is little doubt but that the almost unive 
trepidation which prevailed, acted as a powerf 
promoting cause to intensify and extend the 
demic in its earlier stages, The following ta 
wWl best illustrate the progress and decline of 
direful pestilence. 

It may be worthy of remark, that the numl 

' in the following tables give, on the basis of the ( 

I : sus of 1861, viz., Newcastle, 87,784, %nd Ga 

I . head, 24,807, an equal ratio of mortality, that is, 

in fifty-seven in each town. 
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• These occurred August 31, ftnd Nor. 5, 7, and 11, 
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fit IB not to be inferred from the details of the 
nioa we have enumerated, that NewcaBtle, 
■ktcBliead, and their localities, arc less healthy than 
r large towns ; and we desire to correct the 
mMus opinion which so generally prevails in 
e thereto. It appears that the mortality of 
fevcastli^, among every thousand inhabitanta, on 
B sventge of the past Jifleen years, haa been 28-6 ; 
Leeds. 28-5; Hull, 29-S. And, although no two 
towns, that ia, no two lar^p towns, will give an exact 
identity of circumstances, yet considering that these 
afford as good a criterion as the nature of such com- 
pariaona will poaaibly admit, wo infer, that if the 
mortality in Newcastle does not exceed the average 
mortality of these towna, then Newcastle ia not 
generally ia a less healthy condition, and ought not 
to be causelessly and unjustly depreciated in public 
eeteeni. 

It appears that during the prevalence of tbe cala- 
mity the Board of Guardians incurred iiu expense 
ofnoarly £4,000 for immediate service; that between 
416,000 and £7,0(.KI. were collected by the Vicar; that 
Ml exceaa of £3,000 was incurred by the Benefit 
Societies for funeral moneys ; that £500 was ex- 
pended by the Town Council ; that an annual ei- 
peuBc of £2,600 haa been incurred by the Board of 
Ouardians, for the maintenance of widows and or' 
phana, which, at only eight years' purchase, would be 
wortii £21,000, making altogether a loss of £35,000 ; 
•od there may also be taken into the account, but 
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not so obviously calculated, the serious loss to 
the town from stoppage of trade and other inci- 
dentals. 

Wo have now only to add, that these cholera visit- 
ations are classed by medical authority amongst ^?r»- 
ventlhJe diseases. If so, however much the past 
may be regretted, it involves the most serious re- 
sponsibility on those whose duty it is to take heed for 
the future. Three things seem to be necessary to 
the existence of cholera ; first, the hidden principle 
of the disease ; second, an atmosphere in which to 
locato itself; and third, a susceptibility in the 
patient. The second, being the connecting link in 
the chain, is subject to control by proper sanitary 
measures, by personal attention, and social arrange- 
ments. 

Let, therefore, temperance and virtue guide the 
life, cleanliness and economy characterize our do- 
mestic arrangements, and proper sanitary regula- 
tions be duly enforced by the governing authorities 
of the cities and boroughs of England, and our 
countrv may be freed from the dire calamities of 
this modem plague. 



FLOODS. 

• " Fire and water are good servants but bad mas- 
ters," says the old proverb ; and the local records of 
Newcastle bear ample testimony to its truth. A 
considerable portion of the town in ancient time 
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Occupying low ground, was subjected to inunda- 
tions whenever the Tyne overflowed its banks ; 
and the extent of them may be better under- 
atood when it is known, that formerly the river ordi- 
3wrily flowed above the Nether Deem Bridge ^ (i. e., 
the Low Bridge) which crossed the middle of Dean 
Street; and that boats were moored by their 
painters to the heugh or hill — and so called Painter 
Heugh, a little lower down the same street. It is 
also recorded, that in 1644, at the siege of New- 
castle, G-eneral Lesley brought his heavy ord- 
nance by sea to Blyths" nook, from whence they 
were dragged up to the camp. Being thus so sur- 
rounded with water, it makes it a matter of little 
wonder that the town was so frequently over- 
flooded. 

The first inundation we read of, was in 1339, 
when a great part of the town extending along the 
Quay was thrown down, and one htmdred and sixty- 
seven men cmd women were drowned. It appears 
that the bridge was so considerably damaged, 
(part being carried away,) as to be reduced to a 
ruinous condition. The river was also swollen to a 
prodigious height in 1752 ; and such was the impe- 
tuosity of the current, and the violence of the wind, 
that all the ships in the harbour at Newcastle were 
driven from their moorings. In 1763, there was 
such a prodigious swell in the river, that it rose 
three feet higher than ever previously known, and 
the Close, Sandhill, Quayside, and low parts of 



so THE GEEAT FLOOD. 

Gateshead, were overflooded, and the damage done, 
was computed at upwards of £4000. 

THE GBEAT FLOOD. 

In 1771, was emphatically the Gbeat Flood, when 
the river rose six feet higher than it had done in 1763 ; 
and so sudden and rapid was the rise of the water, 
that it was with the greatest difficulty the inhabi- 
tants who slept in the lower part of their houses 
escaped with their lives. This flood is remarkable 
for having carried away the greatest portion of 
the Tyne bridge, with the houses and shops thereon, 
and rendering it a complete ruin. Several people 
perished, and many were the mixaculous escapcfB 
and deliverances. The water rose twelve feet above 
high water-mark, and was six feet deep upon the 
Sandhill. This flood spread desolation throughout 
the whole course of the Tyne ; from Tynehead at 
Alston to Tynemouth, not a village situated on its 
banks escaped its destructive fury ; many people 
were drowned, and great was the loss of property, 
farm produce, and stock. The only bridge left stand- 
ing after the flood abated, w^as that at Corbridge. 
There was a great flood in the Tyne, in consequence 
of a rapid thaw, accompanied with wind and rain, in 
1815, which was supposed by some to have done 
almost as much damage to property as the great 
flood of 1771, though it did not rise to so great a 
height, neither was it attended with so great a loss 
of life. Other floods have subsequently occurred^ 
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all leas or more destructive of life and property, 
but none to the extent that would place them in a 
catagorj of calamities. 



FIEES. 

In chronicling the casualties of fire which have 
occurred in Newcastle, it is only designed to ob- 
serve upon those which have been marked by such 
peculiar incidents as give general interest to 
their details. And, by way of preliminary, we 
state that the first fire on record, is that of St. y 
Nicholas' Chtjeoh, which is said to have been 
destroyed in 1216 ; though no particulars are given 
save the record of the fact by the local historians. 
In 1248, a great part of the town with the fridge, •- 
(which being constructed of wood,) was destroyed by 
fire ; and, as bridges and roads were as important 
then as now, it was considered an act of piety in 
those days to contribute to their erection or repair. 
The Bishop of Durham, granted indulgences to those 
who aided him in the repairs of inr portion ; other 
Bishops aided the authorities of the town in like 
manner. Among others, it is stated that the bishop 
of Caithness, in Scotland, gave liberty by a grant 
to collect alms throughout his whole diocese ; and 
the bishop of "Waterford, in Ireland, granted a pro- 
mise of being prayed for in the Cathedral Church 
and other churches of his diocese, to those who did 
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assist tbe repairing of the Tyne bridge. While 
such mode of raising contributions may have in- 
volved something more, both in principle and prac- 
tice, than is to be attributed to our modem church 
collections, we cannot the less appreciate the spirit 
of an extendeji practical benevolence which is so ol^ 
viously manifested. 

It is recorded, that in the year 1349, Newcastle 
was nearly destroyed by fire ; but, the authority is 
f doubted. This year, 1639, part of the old Exchange 
was burnt, with the town-clerk's office. The Et- 
change was re-built in 1658, and the fire is now 
principally to be regretted, as by it several of the 
ancient deeds and writings of the Corporation were 
destroyed. During the siege of Newcastle in 164A, 
the inhabitants set fire to Sa/ndgate, with a view of pro- 
tecting the town, by preventing the Scottish army 
imder General Lesley making their advances under 
cover of the houses ; and many are of opinion that 
it is not less imperative now-a-days, to destroy Sand- 
gate, from a parity of motive, in order to save the 
town from the advances of a more insiduous and 
not less fatal enemy — General Cholera^ and his 
subalterns of fever, scarlatina, and other forma of 
epidemic disease. 
/• In 1725, a fire broke out at the house of Mr. 
Partis, merchant, Head-of-the-Side ; where, by the 
explosion of a barrel of gunpowder, twelve persons 
were killed, and about oTie hundred more or less 
wounded. The premises being situated near the 
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south door of St. Nicholas' Church, it is said that 
one person was blown on to the leads of the church, 
and all the windows in the neighbourhood were 
broken ; it is added that the blast extinguished the 
fire. In 1750, a destructive fire took place in the 
dose, supposed to be occasioned hj a brewhouse 
furnace being contiguous to a merchant's warehouse ; 
the partition being but a few inches thick, and 
the bricks becoming intensely heated bj the flame 
of the furnace, some combustible goods in the ware- 
house took fire, which spreading through the cellars 
burst with violence into the open air before dis- 
covered. Ten dwelling houses and a great many 
warehouses were entirely destroyed, the damage 
being computed at £10,000 ; a liberal subscription 
was raised for the relief of the sufferers. 

In August 1799, a fire broke out in a warehouse 
belonging to Mr. Bulman, saddler and ironmonger, 
which raged with great fury. During the conflag- 
ration, the proprietor informed the assistants that 
there was a quantity of gunpowder in an upper 
warehouse, when two intrepid fellows mounted 
a ladder, and passing through a window entered 
the apartment where it was placed, within a few 
inches of burning matter, and safely lodged the 
barrels in St. Nicholas' Church.* A few more mi- 
nutes delay might have endangered the lives of many 
of the multitude, as the shop and warehouse were 

- * The wisdom of having lo placed it may well be douhted. 
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situated in the same range of buildings in which 
Mr. Partis' s dreadful fire and explosion occurred. 

In 1820, a dreadful ea^plosion of Gaaj took place 
in Forth Street, by which several persona were 
severely injured. On January 6, the family of Mr. 
Benjamin Slater were much annoyed with the smell 
of Gas ; information was given to the proper perBona 
at the Gks Works, but, as the gas-pipes in the front 
street had no communication with the house, they 
engaged to remedy the inconvenience the next day. 
In the evening Mrs. B. Slater, sitting in the parlour 
with a friend, had occasion to direct her daughter 
to look into a closet for something she waiitedy 
when a violent explosion took place, by which the 
upper part of the house and the back part of the 
house adjoining were blown out and destroyed. 
Mrs. Slater was much hurt, a young child was 
forced from her arms into the fire-place, and 
her daughter was most sadly scorched. More 
serious injury was sustained in the adjoining hooae 
occupied by Mr. John Slater, who had that evening 
a party of friends at his house. The room in which 
they were was quite demolished, and they were 
so crushed among the ruins that it was some time 
before they could be extricated. Mrs. John Slater^ 
had both her ancles put out ; Mrs. Debnam, who 
was one of the party, had both her ancles put out, 
her arm broken, and her baby killed in her arma. 
Other individuals were also injured from the vio- 
lence of the explosion. Mr. Debnam brought an 
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action against the G-as Company and obtained 
£460 damages. 

Many other fires have occurred in Newcastle, of 
much greater magnitude than those recorded, in- 
volving loss of property to the extent of thousands, 
and some of them even of tens of thousands of 
pounds ; but, as they were not attended with any 
peculiar circumstances beyond the ordinary course 
of such conflagrations, nor marked with any 
serious amount of loss of life, we do not deem it 
needful to particularize them ; except, as it were 
in passing, to record the fact of the fire in the 
Savings' Bank, in 1838, usually denominated the 
Arcade tragedy ; with which was connected the 
death of Joseph Millie, and the transportation 
for life of Archibald Bolam, on being convicted 
of the manslaughter of Millie. Although, perhaps, 
no local circumstance of the like kind ever excited 
such universal interest, yet the peculiar circum- 
stances are too minute and difluse to enume- 
rate ; and, moreover, as they have no bearing, or 
relative characteristics, with the great calamity to 
which we have designed the preceding to be intro- 
ductory, we pass them by, and proceed to give a 
succinct, and as comprehensive an account of the 
late great calamity, as our space and the importance 
of the details demand. 
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We have in the preceding pages educed, in part, 
the evidence of the antiquity of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne — appending a summary of its leading historical 
events ; and have essayed, in a very general descrip- 
tion, to convey an idea of its present advanced social 
and commercial position. "We have also recorded the 
appalling mortality of its epidemics — the pestilential 
visitations which anteceded the Gbbat FiiAGrE, and 
the subsequent fatality of the late outbreak of Cho- 
LEBA. And, having briefly adverted to the inunda- 
tions which preceded the desolations of the Gbsat 
rLOOD, we now proceed to detail the particulars of 
what may be pre-eminently distinguished, and em- 
phatically designated, the Gkeat Fieb, — there being 
none to parallel the late calamity in the amount of 
its casualties, nor in the extent of property de- 
stroyed, in the past histoiy of these northern local- 
ities. In pursuance of our object we purpose, by 
collating the various published accounts, to give the 
particulars of the event in the order they trans- 
pired, so as to present one continuous and con- 
nected description of the whole. 

NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD. 

From the geographical position of the towns 
of Newcastle and Grateshead, a close political, com- 
mercial, and social relationship have necessarily sub- 
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sisted throughout the whole course of their by-gone 
history. Newcastle being situated on the north 
banks of the Tyne, occupying an extended river 
frontage, and Gkteshead occupying a parallel posi- 
tion on the opposite banks, the two towns have been 
locally identified as one in history and progress, 
and are now equally and alike involved in one 
common calamitv. 

THE GATESHEAD FIBE. 

Our readers will be aware, from our previous de- 
scription, that the river is spanned by two bridges 
from nearly one and the same point — the old sub- 
stantial stone bridge, and the light and lofby modem 
iron structure of the High Level, — thus combining 
the two towns in one, as firmly as iron and stone 
can unite them ; and while auxiliary to the common 
interests, welding more firmly the still more binding 
and enduring links of social intercourse and com- 
mercial prosperity. 

In order the better to understand the scene of the 
destructive fires, we may obserje that the buildings 
on the Gateshead side of the river, below (as 
above) the bridge come down to the water's edge, 
and form a closely compacted block of buildings, 
extending considerably down the river, and back up 
to the Church. These are intersected by a long nar- 
row street named Hillgate, running parallel vdth 
the river, and only of sufficient width to allow ordi- 
nary conveyances to pass on to the warehouses and 
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manufactories, which chiefly formed the lower side 
of the street ; the houses on the south side being 
densely occupied in numberless tenemented dwell- 
ings, with the exception of Mr. Davidson's extensive 
and valuable steam flour mill, which was subse- 
quently destroyed by the fire. 

THE WOBSTED MAlOJrAOTOBT. 

A few yards below the end of the old bridge, 
stood the worsted manufactory of Messrs. Wilson 
and Sons ; a Arm which adds in its history another 
instance to the many in this immediate locality, 
wherein success has crowned industrial efforts, 
upright dealing, and persevering ^application to bu- 
siness, and raised the respective members of the 
firms to positions of credit and respectability. 
Messrs. Wilson and Sons, had been so unfortunate 
as to have their manufactory, which occupied the 
same site, destroyed by fire about three years ago. 
And, in consequence of a negociation being entered 
upon with the authorities of Gateshead for the 
purchasing of the ground, with a view to its being 
made the commencement of a public quay, (the 
site extending from the river to Hillgate,) the re- 
erection of the building was delayed for a considera- 
ble time, and had 'only been lately re-built on an 
extended scale, on the most improved plan, and 
in the most substantial manner. About half-past 
twelve o'clock on the morning of Friday, October 
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6th, 1854, the mill was again discovered to be on fire. 
The alarm was immediately given, and although it 
was midnight when the cry was raised, the streets 
were instantaneously crowded with people hurrying 
on to the scene of conflagration. As the fire had ori- 
ginated in the upper rooms of the building, an at- 
tempt was made to save such of the stock as was in 
the lower apartments of the mill ; but the quantity 
of oil on the premises, which being used in the 
ordinary process of manufacture, and distributed 
with the machinery throughout the building, 
added fuel to the flame, so as to render such 
attempts of but little avail. The fire raged most 
fiercely, and such was the rapidity of its progress, 
that, notwithstanding the prompt attendance of the 
firemen with the North British and Newcastle 
fire engines, the active efforts of the police, the 
strenuous exertions of the authorities, and the ever 
ready help of the by-standers, in less than an hour 
from its first outbreak the premises were one mass 
©f flame. The fire continuing to spread with in- 
creased impetuosity, in about two hours the roof 
fell in, and the building was a total wreck. 

bebtbam's wabehottse. 

Great personal loss of property would have en- 
dued had the damage even ended here. But, in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the fire was a large 
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warehouse, built about twelve years ago by Mr. 
Charles Bertram, as a bond warehouse, and gene- 
rally known by the name of BertranCs Ware* 
house ; but for the last three years it had been in 
the hands of the County Eire Office, of which Mr. 
Sisson, (of the firm of Currie Brothers and Sissoni) 
is the agent, for the mortgagees in possession. The 
building was extensive, and substantially constructed^ 
rearing its height to seven stories, and covering an 
area extending from the river, towards which it had 
one frontage, to llillgate on the north side, and 
liaviug a corresponding breadth, was capable of 
holding an immense amount of goods. It was at 
the time of its destruction used by the merchants 
of Newcastle and Gateshead, as a free warehouse; 
and was stored with some thousand tons of sulphur, 
nitrate of soda, and other combustibles. From its 
proximity to the worsted manufactory, the intense 
heat of the fire soon caused the sulphur to melt^ 
and as it streamed in a burning liquidized state, 
from the windows, its blue sulphureous flame bad a. 
most remarkable and indescribable efiect. 

Although the warehouse was in part "a double fire- 
proof structure,*' most thoroughly and strongly built, 
having its floors supported by heavy massive metal 
pillars, with every due precaution adopted to guard 
against the casualties of fire, yet it soon appeared 
to be beyond human possibility to prevent the^ 
flames communicating with the vast store of com- 
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bostible materials within its walls. The firemen 
and authorities seeing the entire ruin of the worsted 
factory, directed their efforts to save the warehouse, 
being shortly after re-enforced by the military with 
their fire engine from the barracks ; but the widely 
scattered burning brands from the fallen roof of 
the factory, giving additional stimulus to the fiame 
of the liquidized flowing sulphur, rendered every 
attempt utterly abortive ; and in spite of immense 
exertion to stay the progress of the fire, it spread 
with uncontrolled rapidity and soon enveloped the 
whole premises in one sheet of flame. The ware- 
houses were full eighty feet in length by twenty 
feet in width, and seven stories high, and at three 
o'clock when the whole range was one body of fire, 
the sight was one of the most awfully magnificent 
which can well be imagined. The sulphurous blaze 
illumined the river and its shipping, the Tyne, the 
High Level Bridge, the Castle, and the Steeples of 
All Saints', St. Nicholas', and St. Mary's, and 
every other surrounding prominent object, with 
its lurid purple light. From the various floors of 
the warehouse the sulphur flowed in torrents like 
streams of lava, and the building resembled ' a 
cataract on fire' ; yet, up to this time, the occur- 
rence had borne no other aspect than that of a 
fearful blaze — a tremenduous conflagration, suffi- 
ciently serious of itself, and altogether unprecc- 
jlented in the annals of the district. 
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So large a fire niitiu*ally attracted an immense 
number of spectators, and excited an unspeakable 
interest ; the bridges, the quays, the shipping, the 
river with boats, and every available spot that could 
command a prospect of the scene, were crowded 
with eager gazers on the exciting spectacle. An ele- 
vated wooden erection, formerly used as a coal staith, 
added fuel to the fire, and for a time shared with 
the warehouse the attention of the astonished and 
wondering multitude. The extent of the fire ren- 
dered the exertions of numbers needful to abate 
its destructive fury, or to stay its further course, so 
that its immediate location was thronged with willing, 
fearless hearts, directing heads, and laboring hands. 

THE EXPLOSION. 

As the flames progressed, the excitement amounted 
to intense anxiety, and activity in efibrt was re- 
doubled. A slight concussion warned the thicklj 
gathering crowd, that there was something more 
perilous tban sulphur alone in the burning pile ; but 
it was as natural to suppose, that with the shock 
the danger had passed away, and the labors of tho 
liremen were unrelnxed, and the efibrts of the 
people were unremitting. It is to be regrett 
that a second slight explosion, as an additional p 
monitory admonition, did not immediately warn o 
the numerous firemen and the surrounding crowd 
but none foreboded the awful calamity that wi 
about to follow ; and even warnings thrice repeate( 
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failed to awake the thought of danger, and so p > 'sed 
by alike unheeded. After a few minutes had I in- 
spired, these misinterpreted and disregarded in tin - 
tions received their vast and terrible fulfilment. 
The vaults of the warehouse were burst open with a 
tremendous and terrific explosion. The strong ma- 
sonry of the walls, and the firm earth of their foun- 
dations, were torn up as by the ploughshare of de- 
struction. The air was rent as with the voice of 
many thunders, and filled as with the spume of a 
volcano. The rocky basis of Tyneside trembled — 
and the heaving river lifted the vessels on its bosom 
as if lashed to instant fury by some sudden storm. 
The olden bridge shook as if its firmly compacted 
stones, which time had knit together, would have 
parted from each other in the throes of an untimely 
dissolution. And the iron-bound High Level, as it 
met the force of the convulsion, quivered on its lofty 
piers, as in a mighty struggle for a prolonged exis- 
tence. So tremendous was the concussion, that its 
vibration and resound were heard and felt by sea and 
land, from twelve to twenty miles beyond. Massive 
walls were crumbled into heaps, — blocks of houses 
tumbled into ruins, — the buildings at the confines of 
the towns were shaken as by the heavings of a pend- 
ing earthquake. The venerable pile of the Parish 
Church was rent and shattered to a wreck, — and the 
hands of the dial stood ten minutes past three 
o'clock, to record as it were the true time of this 
terrible catastrophe. The grave-stones of the an- 
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eient church-yard were broken and uplifted, as if 
the trumpet of the resurrection had been sounded. 
A thick black darkness rose, as a ' pillar of cloud/ 
from the cayems beneath, overshadowing the scene, 

" And the angel of death spread his ¥dng8 on the blast^** 
And silence reigned supreme. — 

That fearful darkness was almost instantaneouslj 
dispelled by the lighting up and dispersion in mid-air 
of the flying, blazing, burning brands of the irrup- 
tion ; and that dread silence was broken by the noise 
of falling dwellings rushing to their ruin-^by the 
moans of tho dying — the cries of the injured — ^the 
shrieks of the distracted — the struggle for life — and 
the wail of despair ! 

The astounding eyent confounded and appalled and 
paralyzed the multitude, and an unconscious stagnant 
stupor of astonishment universally prevailed. Those 
who were within the immediate range of the ov€^ 
whelming blast, were forcibly struck down or dashed 
with impetuous violence against the nearest projec- 
tion. In the crisis of the catastrophe, the first return- 
ing thought of recovered sensibility was to fty for 
refuge ; but, in tho emergency of the moment, the 
intrepidity of the people rallied, and the most un- 
daunted efforts were put forth, amidst the tumbling 
ruins of the buildings, and the falling debris of the 
conflagration, to rescue the dying and the dead, — ^to 
succour the distressed, — and to aid the injured. The 
fumes of the burning sulphur, the suflbcating smoke 
of the Are, and the strongly impregnated noxious 
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gases of the exploded materials, as destructiye to 
tlie life of tbe sufferers as the pressure of the ruins 
under which they lay entomhed, made it not less 
riskful to their deliverers ; rendering it almost im- 
practicable to extend the help the urgency required. 
Bat the higher impulses of humanity impelled their 
efforts, the naked and the houseless found help and 
shelter, and the disfigured and mangled remains of 
the dead, as they were extricated from the ruins, 
were borne to the police station ; numbers of the 
injured were taken to the Ghiteshead Dispensary ; 
and upwards of one hundred of the seriously disa- 
bled were conveyed in carts, on boards, and window 
shuts, to the Newcastle Infirmaiy, about sixty 
of whom were received into the house, the others 
having their wounds promptly attended to, were 

removed to their own homes. 

THE NEWCASTLE TIBES. 

The projectile power of the explosion had, in the 
meantime, borne the burning embers of the Gates- 
head fire across the expansive river with an irresisti- 
ble force, and showered down upon the shipping and 
the devoted property in Newcastle, a deluge of sul- 
phurous liquid fire and flamiug brands. The specta- 
tors on the Quay were scattered as chaff before the 
dreadful simoom ; and the buildings were rocked on 
their base, and rent to their roofs, as if opened and 
prepared for the reception of the burning materials 
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as they rushed down en masse; and the dense range 
of shops, offices, and warehouses, used by the mer- 
chants of Newcastle, extending to upwards of a 
hundred yards of frontage, including in their square 
the closely packed Chares or Lanes to Butcher 
Bank and Pilgrim Street, were in an incredibly 
short time one huge mass of desolating flame. 

The entire strength of the fire brigades of the 
local offices, and the disciplined aid of the military 
force, had been wholly directed to the Gateshead 
fires. The explosion had put the fire engines hon 
de combat ; the stand-pipes and many of their effi- 
cient men lay buried in the ruins, or were so disa- 
bled as to be unfit for further help ; and now was 
there a new and more extensive conflagration in 
Newcastle, ready to task their over-wearied powers 
and make fresh demands upon their exhausted 
energies. But, even though all things had been in 
readiness, it was too palpably manifest the utter 
irapotency of human power to stay the destructive 
element which raged with frightful vehemence, and 
reduced to irremediable ruin whatever property it 
preyed upon. 

"While the immense devastating power of the con- 
flagration was uncontrollably urging on its way, as 
if to increase the consternation, and if possible to 
add to the almost universal bewilderment of mind, 
another fire was lighted up, proceeding from the 
same cause, in the workshops of Mr. Edgar. These 
being connected with a densely packed clump of 
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tenemented dwellings, situated in a space enclosed 
in a triangle, the sides of which are formed by Pil- 
grim Street, Butcher Bank, and George's Stairs, and 
the fire blazing up amidst them with unimpeded 
power, gave threatening indications that it would 
envelop and consume the mass. Meanwhile, the 
Quayside fire had wrought its way amongst the 
closely piled buildings which lay behind, and ex- 
tending its ravages to Butcher Bank and Dog Bank, 
reached the paper warehouse of Mr. Temple, and 
the furniture warehouse of Mr. Piper. These were 
as so much ready prepared fuel, stored up for the 
all devouring fire. In less than half-an-hour, Mr. 
Temple's premises were wrapped in one perfect 
sheet of flame ; and with so much violence did the 
fire rage on at Mr. Piper's warehouse, that it would 
have been utterly in vain and folly to attempt to 
check its onward course. 

BOEKE PBOM THE HIGH LEVEL. 

Thus were three great fires in their ungovernable 
might raging with fury at one and the same time. 
Two of them, in all probability, far transcending in 
magnitude, and unparalleled in their destructive 
consequences, by any like event in these northern 
counties, either of them more than sufficient of itself 
to over-tax the utmost energies of human power. 
Viewed from the heights which enclose the banks of 
the Tyne, the lower portions of the towns presented 
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the aspect of a burning cauldron; and i 
smoke ascendetl, there appeared to b 
for Newcastle and Gateshead, the fate which \ 
'the cities of the plain.' Viewed from the a 
tage stand of the High Level, the scene OomH 
the elements of greatneaB, grandeur, and eublil 
There lay spread out in this unwonted s 
deep dark current of the river passing rapidlfl 
smoothly on, strangely illumined, and powetfi 
contrast with the red glare which shone t 
The crowded moss of human beings who thi 
the lower bridge, every one of them intensely ea 
by the progress of the flames, which, on tha I 
and on the left, were towering up and rollickingJ 
leaping from house to house — from lane to ]■ 
and street to street, as if the spirits of a I 
desolation were holding a high camival,- 
spreading their flickering lurid light upon til 
iDotest objects within their wide circumfeq 
The ancient pile of St. Mary's Church, ; 
its elevated site, bordering the prospect t 
south, and the lofty modern spire of All I 
skirting the view on the north ; while tho ele 
of nature were at rest, and all was calm — tba U 
unripplod by a wave — the atmosphere scarce t 
by a breath ; and the moon in full orbed brigl 
veiled by the immediate density of the coni 
lion, shedding its pale and silvery light on thfl 
tant margin of the scene. 
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The night was spent in terrible anxiety and 
extraordinary effort. The fires, from hour to hour, 
rampantly progressing and irresistibly bearing down 
everything which came within the range of their 
power, and, apparently, only eventually checked 
in their course by providential arrangement. But, 
thoagb checked, the time was not yet come for 
relaxed endeavors. In the transition hour, when 
human skill was about to gain the mastery over the 
all-conquering element, then was made manifest the 
greater necessity for redoubled exertions to hold in 
check and ultimately to subdue the hitherto uncon- 
trollable power of evil. It was then that the men 
of authority and influence, on both sides of the 
wat«r, rightly estimating the true value of such 
opportunity, might be seen putting forth their ener- 
gies, and directing by their better knowledge and 
superior judgment, the means adapted to make sure 
the end. 

HTDrVIDlTAL EXEBTTOKS. 

The authorities of Gateshead had been on the 
alert from the first alarm of fire. The worshipful 
the Mayor, D. Haggie, Esq., was indefatigable in 
the prosecution of his efforts, and was himself in 
the most extreme peril of being buried in the ruins. 
Various other men of mark in connection with the 
JCouncil, and members of the Board of Guardians, 
' were also most assiduous in their exertions. The 
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police force were actively superintended by JEk>]iell^ 
Scorer ; and the fire brigades of the Newcastle and "" 
North British fire engines, in their adventuroufl 
calling and arduous labor, were ably directed by 
the experienced judgment of W. Woods, Esq., who 
was himself in imminent danger at the G-ateshead 
fire, and most remarkably preserved. The officers 
of the garrison. Captain Hussey and Ensign Payn- 
ter, undauntedly aided the zealous exertions of the 
military, until they were en masse destroyed or 
seriously disabled by the explosion. 

"When the two towns were involved in one com- 
mon calamity, the authorities of Newcastle were 
immediately sensible of the onerous responsibility 
of their position, and were not less prompt or less 
vigilant in the adoption of the most effective mea- 
sures to stay the wide spreading confiagration. 
The Eight Worshipful the Mayor, Ealph Dodds, 
Esq., with his prompt and manly energy, might be 
seen in action in every direction ; and C. E. Ellison, 
Esq., stipendiary magistrate, E. Flummer, Esq., and 
other influential members of the Council, were not 
less eminent in effort in the hour of peril and ex- 
igency. Indeed, it is generally ascribed to the calm 
collectedness of mind of E. P. Phillipson, Esq., 
the wisdom and precision of his directions, and hi» 
untiring energy, that we are mainly indebted for tha 
efficiency of the measures adopted. W. Woods) 
Esq., was also to be seen (after his hair-breadtl 
escape) superintending the operations of the fire« 
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am, marked with the same unassuming firmness of 
ecmduct and quiet intrepidity, which had character- 
ised his services at Gateshead. The inyaluahle 
labors of many we must necessarily pass at a time 
when immediate demand was made upon the exer- 
tions of all; for, it is in the crisis of great emergencies 
that the latent powers of character are developed, 
and which had innumerahle instances of exemplifi- 
cation in this especial time of action. 

GENEBAL EFFOBTS. 

As soon as the telegraphic wires could be made to 
work (for they had been deranged by the influence 
of the explosion) messages were dispatched to all the 
neighbouring towns desiring immediate assistance. 
The messages were most promptly responded to 
by the several authorities, and fire engines were 
forwarded by the most expeditious modes avail- 
able, from Durham, Hexham, Carlisle, IVIorpeth, 
and Ber^'ick ; the floating engines of Shields and 
Sunderland, and also three other engines from the 
latter place, were immediately dispatched. By the 
acquisition of these to the several engines from the 
various establishments in the neighbourhood, and 
their being an abundant supply of water from the 
pipes of the Water Company, and an inexhaustible 
supply from the contiguity of the river, there was 
soon an amazing amount of preventive power to 
hold in check the further progress of the flames. 
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Mr. Dunne, superintendent of police, was unie- 
mitting in the discbarge of bis public duties, and 
well nigh fell a sacrifice in the course of bis efforts. 
He was energetically supported by bis Superinten- 
dents and bis men, in the maintenance of order, a 
point so important at all times of public excitement. 
A number of police were also draughted in aid of 
the same object from the neighbouring towns ; 
Mr. Stephens, superintendent of the river police, 
haying the command of the floating engine, also ren- 
dered effective service. Owing to the serious inja- 
rics sustained by the military at Gateshead, detach- 
ments were ordered from Tyncmouth, Sunderland, 
and Carlisle, which arrived by the earliest trains. 
By such extended arrangements, devised in wisdom 
and executed with promptness, the public authori- 
ties being aided by the effective co-operative help of 
the ready relays of willing laborers, the measures 
adopted were so far successful, that the pressing 
cause of immediate and extending danger was gene- 
rally subdued and overcome. 

KEITEWAL 07 THE OATESIIEAD EIRE. 

In the course of the day, there were several minor 
outbreaks of fire, which required the most vigilant 
attention to keep in abeyance. Those in New- 
castle were comparatively but the flickering and ex- 
piring efforts of the great catastrophe ; but in Gates- t 
liead, shortly after noon, a renewal of the conflagra- \ 
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tion waa occasioned by the blazing lava from the ware- 
house, making its way in a stream to the delapidated 
and ruined premises in the vicinity. It commu- 
nicated the igneous impulse to Mr. Davidson's flour 
milly as if to terminate by fire the destruction which 
the explosion had commenced. Eor several hours 
did the fire in the mill prevail, till, despite the 
streams of water thrown upon the pile, it was totally 
consumed ; leaving the towering walls and the lofty 
chimney, the sole relics of this vast and substantial 
building. The same agency which had led to the 
conflagration of the mill, renewed the fire along the 
entire property to the east of it. As yet, this range 
had mainly suflered from the explosion. The fire 
was now to complete the demolition ; and, as night 
closed in, and, for several hours, it raged with terri- 
fic fury, until not only the entire block of houses 
between Hillgate and Church AValk, had been de- 
stroyed, but the Church Walk itself, along nearly 
its wbole extent, was in a blaze ; and the fine old 
church of St Mary, for awhile seemed doomed to 
destruction. After midnight, a cry was raised that 
the church was on fire ; and never was a church in 
more imminent danger, for the smoke was seen to 
issue from the roof and a reddening glow to brighten. 
The customary confusion of voices prevailed ; at 
length, the voice of Mr. Mather, of South Shields, 
was heard proceeding from the broken windows, and 
an engine pipe being handed to him, and also an axe 
for which he called, by his timely aid the danger 
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wftH cHflii'Wf'fi, ftiul llin vi*fii*nililn odiflirn tv^wawA 
if'otii IIh* iHivvcr of Mill iiiMiiiifiMiMfliMnciit. Iti tittt 
Mncr^'i'tiry, it uim rfNolvi^J i^i Mow up Kotiin of iliif 
nin'fuly hIiiiIIi red Iioiihcn lo ilitt Ivim(. of ilut flro, 
llifri'liy lii't'iiliiti^^ Uic rotiiifrlJoii lMtiw<f(ffi ilin pro- 
pfi'licrf fi fliily wliicli whm jirotnplly riiiniliMl liy ft 
pRrly of cMppcrN fUMl iiiiiiiTH. 'i'lii* powf'rfiil flonl- 
iiif^ <-iifMiii'ri on \\m\ rivrr wi*ni hrotj^lil; into plfiv< 
ritid vii/firoiiH ])n-v<'iit.ivi* inrnNurfH 1)(tiiif( mln|it<'<i 
on ili(< W«'nl', Oh* flrn wnn pn«vriH.i'fl fxlmulirifjr iU 
riiv«j.M'M in I'lrid^^f* Slri^'i ; nnd, iM-inj.; now rontrnrlcil 
in Mi(* hplii'Hf of if ;i opcrulionH, iJiit llrr ui li*rif(Ui wmm 
nifiyi'fl find llnnlly muImIikmI. I'Ihim wiih I'xlinfftjiptljifd 
ilic niopil. cMliiniilourt iind tin* tnohl, di«H(TijrUvii rohfltt- 
frrriiion wliirli Iihh fvi-r ociMirrod in ronni'HJon willi 
ilic ritii'N fiml hot'oii/^liH of 1)i«' Northi-rn Ooiiniiim, 

vir.w (»K Tiif: in/iNN. 

lliiviii/^ ninrltcd l.)i<« priniiiry <*vi'niN, mid cotiNrfA- 
idivily <!<'lnilfd \\\i\ iiiiporlnnl I'irciitnNlfiiM'C'n of 
Miifi tcM'ililf r:ilnntt'r)p)ii', find, filMo, fiiintly trftr<.'d 
tlif oiillifK'M of lilt* irtipf'i'hHivp hpri'lrudn of Hiirt VfUit 
('oiii1;i|.M'iit.i'in, Mh il' nif.^«'d in llin irri*HiNUIili} fufV 
id' iU dr v.'mljit.in^^ powfr, wlii'ii vii'Wffl in Um* p^lootriy 
dfirlniiTM find ^.nldimily rd' l.lic r^ccni* ft'oni the iofly 
lii'ifd.l. of \\\v. \\'\y\\ Ii<«v<d, w«i wtnild now l/ritrfly 
ri'virv. IIm- mJi-nt of* propcrl/y di'nf royi-d, nnd Uic 
Folf'inn Inlfiliiy to lifi? wlii<;)i tlxt rxplo^iuii ifivolvifd. 
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The luumtire farm of tliis descnption renders it 
undesiraUe to enter into the minuti» of detaOs, 
and therefore we onlj purpose here to notice the 
Senend effects. 

ecyXEAJL XTFSCT3. 

Besides the less serious damage to property in 
the outskirts of the towns, the explosion marked 
the immensity of its power ou the pn>jvrtios more 
immediatelv within the rau^re of its otfoets, bv the 
blowing otf v>f rvx>fs, throwing down of walls and 
gable ends, the breakiLig down ot' si air- oases, shat- 
tering doors, vU'iiioiisuiug windows, frame- work, and 
sashes, making com p lot o havoc of the prv>perty it 
did noi one ire ly reduce to ruins. So wido-spread 
was the danuisre, that scarcelv a house in the midiUo 
ind lower parts of Xexwi^tle escaped in iliis mighty 
convulsion. Ou the Sandhill, nine out of ovorv ten 
of the sliop fronts and house windows were cv>m- 
pletely Mown out. In the Side, Doan Street, Mos- 
lev Street, CoUir-.^wood Street, Grev Street, Market 
Street, and Pilijrim Street, and oven in Clavton 
Street AVost, wor^* the same oflects to a consideni- 
ble extent obsor>-aMe. Iron bolls wore suapt a;* 
withes Ivfore the strv>ke, and irv>n Iv.rs were bent as 
on the auvU of iV.e fv>rgeman. In (Tti/e'jf7c'..\/, the 
like otf^vti were almost universally produvvd, in 
Pipewel'^aie, Bridge Si reel. Church Stn.vi, Boiile 
Bank, Canou Street, Oakwellg;iie, and streets 

u 
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boyoiid ; but it would, indeed, bo idle to attempt an 
enumeratiou of tlio individual diversities in this 
brief portraiture. 

THE IIUIN8 FBOM THE OUUBCH WALK. 

Ab the lligli Lovd afforded un advantaged position 
for beholding the terrible Hcene of conflagration, so 
the high ground of the Church Walk, overlooking the 
immediate theatre of iire and convulsion, presented 
the most eligible point for surveying the vast ruini 
of this extended desolation. 

Jiut wlio can doHcribo ilio <l(Htp anguiHh and Borrow, 
Tlio RighH and ilic UnirH timt wore ]>oiirud on iho morrow, 
VVlion tlio liorril)lo hi^Iit of dosiriiction was pant, 
And Iho dawn niuWy liprliiod tlio dcsolato wuHto. 

'lIuTo liad burHt from the deep ^ii\vni»ig cuvcm beneath, 

A. lorrt'iit of firo — tho li(piid of death j 

]jikc the diro ilaniini; iloud of tlio t(TribIo ruin, 

Which the Lord on hin wrath ])ourcd on Sudoma*8 plain. 

From this position, the eye engrossed at once 
the whole sphere of dcvaHiaiion ; and looking down 
into the depths IxMioath, there lay hidden by the sul- 
phurous smoke of the burning dehrisy the arcanum 
of destruction, — the HO(;ret ecMitre of cojivulsion, — ^bj 
the mighty throes of which, this melancholy ruin had 
been wrought. In innncjdiate contiguity lay the rub- 
bish of the property which had been subjected to the 
combined action of the iire and the concussion ; and| 
in consequence, the destruction was more thorough 
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plete. The forvv of the irraption had 
mtterbr demc&hed the viuesrar manutaotorv of 
Meissrsw Suurers^ irhioh was to the eastward the 
fimit of its direct destructive doiuc?* Trom theuc^ 
tov^rds the bridge on the west* for tipwarvls of 
«» hundred Tards* and backward to the embanked 
tenements of the Church Walk, lav the ruiued 
Twri^es of this disastrv>us calamity. 

Expanding the vision acrvv?s the IS'ne, there lay 
ihe counterpart of this sad scene. On a parallel 
crom the Custom House to the west end of the 
Quay, and stretching northward to the Butcher 
Baak> IX>g Bank, and l^Igrim Street* there waa 
made up one vast area of dolapidatevl buildings^ 
presenting to the view all the destructive pheno- 
Eoena of some terrific bombarvluient aiid derv visi- 
fcttion. Ther^ stood in the distance with imposing 
e&cs the lotty s^^ ire of the K'autitul structure of 
All Saiuts\ which had not passevl scat hies* in the 
cooftictiug hour. Ther^^ w;is also the iiuivrcant pile 
of ihe E3Lchani::e, beariui; dtstressins: evidence in its 
wretched estate of the terrible p«.>wer of the dread- 
Ihl convulsion. The massive buildings of the Moot 
HalL plaetvl with markeil prv>miitenoe on the brow 
of the c?,stle hiiU amplv testified bv their dis- 
mantled ovmdition, that thev had K>me the brum 
rf the mighty cvnicussion : and in the back ground 
of this sad surrey* stvxxl the noble Keep s>i the 
ut Castle* rearing its turrets iu the air* having 

ivwerful walU but merely acotchtxi by the cata*- 
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tro)))u) ; wliilo, in iho roll of coniiirioH, from itfi lofby 
biittl(MnriiiH, fiitiid ilin Hirifo luul din of war, hod 
iinvor tiuiil(;(l wiirrior looknd down on Hiidi 
" A Nroim of (lu;4olii(.i()ti --ittt*i'U*li(«<l nniuiid.*' 

N(iV(;rtilu'l(>HH, Hiicli iiHixtci )>r<*M(MiiH but ilio miito* 
rialiiy of tlu3 (!iilaiiiity — ihu drHinu^tioii work of a 
(liiy ; Olio inoro blank'lrltt'.r titty to bo iitijiriritcd in 
Uio finnalH of ilumo iowim ; mid ono to bo indelibly 
iiiiproHHod ill iho riMtonlN of ilioHo whoHo property 
and HiiimtaiM!() bad bc(Mi ko ruthloHttly doHiroycd. 
Hut, Hiaiidini; by Ki. Mary'H aiioiont pib), wboHO 
Harntd (Mlifi<!() liad (uulurcd iho Htrrnont aHHiiiilt of 
iho (!xpb)si()ii, and narrowly (>Hciipod tho di^Niruc- 
iioii of ilip Tiro, wo woro led io bif^bur niid doopor 
vicwH of iho (MiiiiHiropho. And ihongb, 

** Wo UMiy iKii till) \\\yn\i*Yy hoIvh— iior dnru lo nituii, 
Tiio iincrriti^ wiHtloin of (IihI'h whvm to mnii," — 

Wo vivW ini^hi paiiHc, an<l iiiiiho, — and niorulizo 
in hikOi a hociio. And ihrn; fttll, iih ii woro upon iho 
inward car, :i voic<^ from iho rnins, biirdoncd wilb tbo 
uiinr<'iiu;oH of IniMi and oniinriaicd in ilio laiiguugo 
of Hcripiiin^ riMiilorrd doubly iinpr(*MHivo in a Hcono 
liko ihiH. *^ VaiiiLy of vaniiicH, Htiiib iho prcmdior, 
all Ih vaiiiiy !'* ^'1 havo Hocn all iho worliH ibutnro 
dono under iho Hiin, ami, behold, all is vaiiiiy." 
*' Mun wallieih in a vain hIuuIow and diM(}uioioih 
liiniHc^ir, ho heapeih up ri(;heH and eatinoi tcA who 
kIi.'iII ^ailM»r iheiii.** " Ilin dnyH lire iii^ /;r;iMH ^ OK a 
ilower of iho fit^ldy HO he noiiriHJK'ih ; for the ^d 
j)aMHeih over ii and ii in i^oiio, and ihe place ilKweof 
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dttdl kuoir it no mor^/* And 1 re$ponded> and said 
in mT hearts ** In the midst of life we aro in death/' 
* We Ining our yeaw to an end, as a tale that is told." 
^O ! teaeh us to number our davs that \re may applv 
our hearts unto wisdom.** Thus impressed, we 
pondered the thrilling thought. What is wealth in 
the estimate of the loss ! The solemn sacrifice of 
life, and the realities of a life to come, out»weigh 
it all. In that sulphurous abyss lay the charred 
remains, or there had lately been borne from thence, 
the mutilated bodies of those whc^se ardor or whose 
dtttv called them to the scene of action and of death. 
In the hev-dav of vouth — in the Yis^>r of man- 
liood— in the maturity of as^e— thev had been im- 
peratively summoneil to close with time — to Hnish 
with life — ^to be to all things here as though they 
had not been. And the hopes of many had been 
suddenly cut otf, — wiyes had been made widows — 
and children had been made fatherless — ai^d, by one 
feil swoop they had been refl of their earthly dc* 
pendence — and i^aronts and friends had been left 
to mourn, — 

"^ And « ffvUi>^ of ^vjunful eoH^ion OMue oVr U9, 
A;» ttv ^Ated ou the soul-i^iHidini^ prcv^ptvl UMforv uj^ ; 
FoiT the bU»t of dwtruoiioii W) conte »» the wimi 
Of the dnMdful wmnnnh iu the iie»eit$ of Ind. 

Attd eni«hed v»» the spirit mid mijsht of the K>)x)« 

And the heturt that ju;»l bouiuM Uv «;^)4e)<w» «nd cold ; 

And we mourned iu our •pirit in hitt^H^^ wi^e^ 

O w the nieiuorr of thodie whom the hb»t h»d bn>u^t low/* 
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The news of this eventful circumstance spread 
rapidly throughout the country ; and all who could 
command the means, and arrange the opportunity, 
determined upon a visit to the scene of desolation. 

GEKEBAL IITTEBEST. 

The intense interest of the fire and explosion 
caused the streets to be thronged like a fair the 
whole of Eriday, by the resident inhabitants of 
the town and neighbourhood ; on the Saturday, 
the numbers were considerably augmented by the 
market people from the country ; and on the Sunday, 
the numbers were almost beyond estimate. It has 
been stated, that not less than twenty thousand 
strangers came by train that day ; special trains ran 
every hour ; and such was the anxiety of the people, 
that many had to wait for hours at the stations 
before they could get forward. Some came to 
sympathize with the injured, — others to mourn 
with the bereaved, — ^while the greater number came 
to satisfy themselves by personal observation ; and 
having breathed the noxious and polluted sulphurooB 
atmosphere which pervaded the town the whole of 
the day, they returned in the evening, with the 
deep conviction that they should " never look upon 
the like again.*' 



^pptnViT^ 



In ord<nr to aroid an mteiruption in tbe namtive 
of the fire, it ha» been considered more desirable 
to plaee. in the form of an Appendix, many intei^ 
esting detaOd worthy of note : and also to anneji 
mn Analysis of the Inquests and the Verdicts there- 
upon : and thus> more fully to complete the record 
of this most memorable fire. 



THE FORCE OF THE EXPLOSION. 

Feriiaps no circumstance better conreys the idea 

of the immense power of the explosion than the 

Ciet, that it burrowed into the solid earth, and un« 

dnmined the huge granite blocks which formed the 

trmm<>way for the carts in HiUgate, and casting 

these solid stones to au immense perpendicular 

akitnde, so as to soar aboTe the church and then 

to prvkject them over it for two or three hundred 

yards into the neighbouring streets. 

€Iatishsa]>. — One »toiie ISeU through the roof of the Qtny 
Honc^aduyaK^of 400Y«rU». AnotlMT too Imatt fi>r a man to 
lift« fell on the pKmuw» of CouneiUor Woobtoo, a httle lower 
down. A thirds nevrt^ fi>ur liwt k«i|(« « foot Ivottd, and eight 
inches dw|\ weighing 3owt. S^T9. lOlK, feU at Mr. YoungX 
in t>ftkwc^)gate« and ftvofd its waj into the ground a eonatder- 
able d«f4h» and stood hke a mile-po«t« attracting eonsidcr- 
able attention fiom it» pecuhur position. The roof of Miw 
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Rodlioad'H proptviy iti Oakwi'llgato was damaf^od hj % ttooa 
fallinf( t}m)UKli upwanln of twoiiiy Htono weight. A large 
■torn) w(*ig)iitif( nl)out 2cwt., was blown tliroiif(h one of the 
higli windowii of 8t. Mary^ii (/litircli ; and niiothiT largo itona 
wan thrown ihrougli the roof, and \w\\\ wrro found lying in th« 
I)OWi { anoihin* liugo iniimilo wnii blown into tbo tower. 

Nkwcahtlk. — Jiargo blocks of wood and stono wore alto 
projoctiHl <K)nNidcrnblo dintaniHw ncross tho rivor } one stone 
wan inilMKldod in a houm^ loft standing at tho west end of the 
Quay. A stono was dnHhcd, with sucli Tiolonco as actually to 
|)onetrato liko a bullet through the wall of tho Kngine irouie 
of tho Courant oHIro, Pilgrim Stn«t. A stono weighing I8|lbs. 
foil through tho roof of tho ])roniiBOs of Mr. Ilimitson, 0|9ti* 
cian, (}n*y Hirwui ; it broke a l>cani in its dosotmt, and cm- 
bod<UMi itsolf in tho workshop floor ; when tho workmen oame 
in tho morning it was too hot to bo Imndlod. A huge beam of 
timbor about six f(*ot long, was hurlo<l upon tho roof of All 
Haints* Chun^h i unothor pioco af)out ion fot^t long, oight inoliei 
stpmro, and woigliing 5owt. was thrown ti|)on tho Ridley Arms* 
Inn, in Pilgrim HtnM«t{ and anoth<>r upon tho roof of a liouse 
in Moshty HtnN't. 

ThoHo locations being diHiani about throe quarters 
of a milo from tho point of projcjction, tho pro- 
jectile force tnuHt be imagined, for it cannot be 
described, that would give inipettious moving power 
to these enormous magnitudes, elevating them to 
such amazing altitudes, and casting them to such 
extended distances. 

DIBTAlfT XFPROTS. 

The idea of tho powt^r of the explosion is also 
ftided, by t^^king into acco.int tho distance at which 
its ofFects were felt and heard. 
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The reverberation was heard bo strongly at Shields^ being 
near to ten miles distant, that many of the inhabitants rushed 
feoiD. their beds under the belief that the shock had arisen from 
an earthquake. Several bricks were dislodged from Messrs. 
Swinburne's glass house chimneys, and the workmen ran out 
in the greatest fright and excitement. The gas-lights in the 
Jarrow paper mill were blown out, and at the Pontop drops. 
The sulphur and other materials cast up by the explosion, 
were scattered three or four miles down the Gateshead line. 
The explosion was also felt at Sunderland. The working 
people of Mr. Hartley's celebrated glass works, who were em- 
ployed at that time, rushed out in great alarm, fearing some- 
thing serious had happened to their own works. The work- 
men at Monwearmouth Colliery, the deepest in the kingdom, 
and at least eleyen miles away, heard the explosion, and it is 
said, came to bank in alarm. Westward as far as Hexham, 
twenty miles ; in the North, at AlnmcJc, thirty -five miles ; and 
South as far as Hartlepool^ near to forty miles distant, the 
explosion was distinctly heard ; and from the coast of both 
Coonties for twenty miles out to sea. The flames were dis- 
tinctly seen during the conflagration at Smeaton; also, at 
Harlsey Oastle, and Beacon Hill, near to Northallertony about 
fifty miles away. 

GDhe terrific extent of the fire, as well as the 
power of the explocion, may be judged of by these 
distant efiects. £ut the most impressive circum- 
stance which con be stated to convey a due idea 
of this tremendous convulsion, is the simple fact, 
that while the report was heard at these great dis- 
tances, and productive of these terrible effects, 
there were numbers of persons on the Quay and in 
Hillgate, within one hundred yards of the spot who 
were totally insensible of it ; they describe them- 
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Hi pwiftttnttrtAh tiKUfnuKWimn, 

tmltt^n to \mft^ hfm WM frnm iUmr ft**ti i^nA AmAmi 

wImyii iUt^y fiwolin frntu iUf'ir n\u\inr ihf^y Um\ tfhif 
n tUm iilrft nf a ^n-nt rollinf/ AofUMl hnviriK ittrnn iu 
iUti'tr i*nni ; i)w.\r i\rni imiimiUm Imiri^ io fly ifi lUdYOf 
of tli<7 knew not wimi, ovt^r Uifi UmWttH itfiUtHmmfh^ 
wi<r<i iliM'kly Ntrnwri urnuttil. 



ArnMlMt Ui«5 hfinmroMH fMimltirtu aimI f^inllitofi 
<r/iHrif*H<'«l with thiA |mirirtil r^''OHl, tlinrw wm^ aIim^ 

|;n/vifli'riilfil lU^ivt-rnurtzti, fVolml/ly ttitmi nt i\m 
\tt*rwiu% iff Ufn tffiffii'«lif»tn virirfity nl' Ufi rjlfJ^/ltiiMlf 
or wfMiift till' rrirfi|mHf« of Uf^ fnllirf(< ifiifHiil«<iiif tunAA 
r^lfitii M/f(iii'tlfffff{ rr^ffidrknlfln ntiofii iMr (/r<tfM*rw 
iioff. W«' M(*l<*rt i\\ts ff/ll/fwiifK iM iriNtftfifffiffi f/f 

Mtiftf*, )f» fiircif iiiK iff* ti^tttriiiUm* hrt \\m mt\t\tftm^m t^ ilMf 
Vniihttunt itt ffikA ^)* |»)n''f<) U» h«/l fd/ mHttifr rmf4miik$ 

iir\ff'ii from Uin ^'H^H^ttfi |'1«^ ** ^7 <^^f^ fiir'<k» r^ if \tmfy fuMMHi 
Mff'l tirM4 r««f'tj#ri| Uy H ^HtW^'tftitHti i\fnuu^ttt$ UUn UtUp fi pt§' 
•«f{«, 'I'M* timy \h» »"4'*m»imi » ^I^hiMm iU4ifttfntit*$tf m llf« 
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Win, Woods, Esq., managmg director of the Newcastle Fire 
Office, was at the east end of Hillgate, directing the working of 
the fire engines at the time of the explosion. Prior to it, he had 
been as near the building as the heat would allow, near to the 
gateway leading into the warehouse, but was driven o£f by the 
fames of the sulphur, which had become so strong that 
sereral persons were yomiting. He stepped into a passage and 
from thence proceeded into a room which appeared deserted, 
for the purpose of making an observation, when he was 
knocked down and thrown upon his back, but as to the cause 
he did not know. He must have been completely stunned, for 
he had only a very indistinct idea that any explosion had taken 
place ; on returning consciousness, he heard the debris coming 
down as if a clialdron of coals had been discharged from a 
ooal waggon. He thought he would be choked, and felt hit 
mouth, eyes, and nose, filled with offensive matter ; he called 
oat, when two men came to his assistance and rescued him 
from his position of danger. 

Captain Hussey and Captain Whinfield had just broken the 
windows in a house in the Church Walk, to get the military 
engine-pipe through, when the house was blown down ; they 
were dragged out of the rubbish by the heels, otherwise they 
iwould have perished. The Officers say, that but for the men 
sticking to each other as they did, a much greater destruction 
; of life would have taken place. 

\ Martin Hall, son of the late Mr. Martin Hall, fireman, was 
i near to his father at the time of the explosion, and was buried 
. ■/ in the ruins ; shortly after he was dug out alive, and so pre- 
^ 1 served ; while his father was killed upon the spot. 

Mohert Sloan, sergeant of the 26th, came from the Barracks, 
with the fire-engine and about fifty privates — with their officers. 
They got an order to go to the rear of the building on fire ; 
he was standing on the Church Walk, taking down the hose 
and putting on the suction pipe, near to Ensign Paynter, 
when the explosion took place ; the houses were blown ovec oio. 
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to Uie Walk. About twontjr-flvc of tlio Holdiert were poriouslj 
hurt— find otliurit injurod, but not no Koriouily | otio lutfingt 
•poke of tlio gravivyanl railing driven into hin belly, and too* 
thin* wan orufiho<l by tlio rubbinli. Knuign Tajnter and Oof' 
poral HtopluniHon, wcn^o killed near to tho Hanin place. Se^ 
goant Nloan wan Htruck, but not sorioUNly, and retaining hk 
proionfHt of mind, ho orouohod down agninit the wall, and eDdet* 
voriMl to protect hi>« hnad with hiii armn from the falling mlf- 
•iloH and thus providentially oiioa{NHl. 

Mr, ^oAor^y, Huporint.endont of the PolicMS (Oaleihead,) WM 
near to MtHmni. Hingom* vinegar ninnufaotory, when tho explo- 
sion took ])laoo. ThoTf) wan Huoh a oranh that ho thought 
everything wan coming down, and tlu^o was dead darkness in 
a nfbmcnt. }\o was thrown with immense violenoe under an 
arch-way, and lay stunned for some time { but, as the aroh 
sustained no injury, he was miraculously ])reserved from the 
effects of the falling ruins around him — and when recoveredf 
he <iiroeted wit Ii otlun^s the removal of the dmd and wounded. 

Mr, Dunnff Huperintendent of the Police, {NfiWcoHU^) ha<l 
a narrow esiMipe during the eonflngration. Mvt was itandingk 
on a burning building, from which a ladder communieationi 
had been cut off, and had to make a spring for his life. HeJ 
had no sooner loft the building than it fell with a tremendoui 
crasli. 

Mr, O, Nmiiht Secretary of the North British Fire Office, 
had a narrow escat>e. Jle had \mm in Ilillgate, assisting in 
the suppressiofi of the fire, atid had reached tho Church 
Walk at the time the Barrack engine arrived { when the explo- 
sion took place, he was knocked down by a Mow on the temple, 
and with difficulty escaped to a place of safdy. 

Mn, Hrdpalh^ koe])(n' of the (iuildhall, was aroused by the 
noise of tho fire in Oatcmhead, ntid going info the hall Just as 
the explosi(m took place, was thrown down \ at the same time 
part of the wall at her bod head fell, and she was thus saved 
from the it^ury it might liave inflicted. 
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A miraculous escape. At the time of the explosion, a man 
and his wife were lying in bed in a room in Oakwellgate. 
Being awoke by the shock, they sat up in bed, and ahnost im- 
mediately after a large stone burst through the roof and 
fell upon the pillow, on which they had that moment bcfor« 
been reposing. The missile fell with such force as actually to 
break the stock of the bed, and went through the floor into 
the entry. 

Another remarkable instance, A family consisting of a 
husband, wife, and ei^/ht children, who occupied an attic in 
the Church Walk, had all gathered to the window, which 
was on a line with the conflagration, to watch the flames ; 
when the explosion occurred, some heavy stones were hurled 
upon the house, breaking down the roof, and forcing their way 
into the attic in which they were assembled. One large stone 
fell upon the bed where the children had been lying a quarter 
of an hour before j the table on which some of the family 
were sitting was smashed into fragments j the roof was pre- 
cipitated in amongst them ; and yet, wonderful to tell, with the 
exception of a few hght scratches, not one was injured. How 
strangely does this contrast with the fate of the unfortunate 
femily of the Harts, when all in the house were killed — here all 
were saved. 

Remarkahle preservation. It is said, that in the course of 
excavation at Gateshead, two children were found aUve, one in 
a cradle, and the other in a closet ; both houses being in 
Hillgate. 

So thickly and so widely scattered were " fire- 
brands, arrows, and death" at the time of the ex- 
plosion, that every one of the vast multitude of 
spectators, who escaped unhurt in that direful hour, 
may gratefully look back and recount his escape as 
a providential deliverance. 



UH honu or livjb akd pxkmokal wjvnr. 
LOHH OK IJKK AND PKKHONAL JNJUBY. 

MKDIOAL HKUViOKM. 

Ncv<!r waH Ihn irnporliuirn of our public Morlical 
liiHiitutionK HO fully innnif<!Ht<!(ly nor their publitf 
ciipfibilitiitH NO Hiivvn^y U'-HUnif iiHontliiH ttitstiiortihlj 
iryiuf^ tH'iuiHuni ^ nor wiiro tbo inviihuibln m;rvice9 
of ilio tiifdiral prof(:HHioti ovor morn proinptly in 
luitioit, and moiiu^iWwX'iwly roiidtintd, than in tli()<*X- 
i^nncitiH of tlii!Hi! dins iMiHuaitiftH and fatnl ralainity. 
Tho inodi(;al ^;cn(bMiicn in MowcaHtlc, aH a cIunm, 
urA to bo aH bi/;ldy ciiiiuMinMl for a pnblio Hpiritiid 
octivo biMiovolonco, an tluiy aro doHcrviMJIy honoured 
for tJMMr profi;HHionnl knowiod^n and ])nH!ti(:ai nkilb 
ThiH iributo to (diaractttr wan juHtly nntritod bj 
tlioir rcpcalird arduouH ^'florU during tho diro virti^ 
tatiouH of tiio (thohira opithnnicH ; and fi/,;ain fully 
nuiintainod nndor tho into pn^HHJnf; donnind of 
ur^frnt <;inMnnHtaiM!OH. With UiIh itnporlnnt ditfer- 
iitu'Mf tlint tlwty had not to do with a mrrn^t, Hubtlo, 
indrfinabio dinoaHo, but, with Injtn'iitH proocoding 
from oxtornal caunoH, whondn thrir i^rofr^nional ox« 
porionco and daily prartico di<;tato<l at onoo thtf 
(M)urHo of immodiato roliof and oHiMstivo rcmodyf 
Tho rorroctnoHH of hucIi ntatomont wan amply vori* 
ilod by xi'.ry ttmuy privato pnictitionorH, who »ani J 
acrt'monlt'.f attond(jd to Hovoral oanon in tluj public 
Ntro(?lhy and whoHo Horvi4;oH v\o nniHt noodn pann with 
thin f^onoral mrknowlodgmont. Ah may bo wcU 
ttuppOMcd, thuro wum work enough for all ui thtf 
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time when the streets roimd about were strewed 

with human beings, dead, dying, or wounded, and 

lying in a pitiful and helpless condition. In the 

emergency, the officers of the public institutions 

were most assiduously attentive to their duties. 

Mr Bayke, surgeon to the Police force in Ketocastle, had his 
Surgery in "Westgato Street Hterally besieged by the numbers 
of the police who had been injured when on duty at the fire, 
and who resorted or were conyeyed thither, to avail them- 
selves of his assistance and skill. We understand that Mr. 
WrLSON, surgeon to the Police force, Gateshead, was also 
similarly engaged and efTectively useful. 

GATESHEAD DISPENSARY AND NEWCASTLE 

INFIRMARY. 

It was chiefly and naturally to the two great pubHc Medical 
Institutions in the respective towns, the Gateshead Dispensary 
and the Newcastle Infirmary, that the people resorted in 
numbers, for direct and immediate medical aid. Accordingly, 
all modes of the most ready conveyance were had recourse to, 
and soon the doors of the institutions were thronged with 
urgent applicants. It is supposed that from four to five 
hundred persons were more or less injured by this unprece- 
dented cxdamity. 

Mr. Cbasteb, house surgeon to the Gateshead Dispensary^ 
dressed the wounds of ten persons at their own dwellings in 
Oakwellgate Chare, — parties who had received deep woimds on 
the head and face, — in addition to the crowd of injured appli- 
cants who were promptly attended to at the Dispensary, The 
numbers may be judged of^ by the fact, that the names of 
upwards of eighty are given in a Ust of the out-patients. 

Mr. GiBB, house-surgeon to the Newcastle Infirmary ^ 
reports, that as soon as the sufferers arrived, they were sub- 
ividod ; those who were able to attend as out-patients, were 







r^d iifAfffTKUMKfiT rnnM rifr. uiunn, 

iitiinnt\'ttt^t*\f flriwMvJ nnil r|i<r')iffr|/<vl } urid U>/mwi nr^i/y fivmi IM 
iHT«'rn riiitiir<« of ilifir irijurlf'af wrrn wUmiit^l M hi-fl/Krr pi^ 
iUmU wrr» irriififvlmffly «nrit t/i \tti\. Atinrihn Drni tuwhlmUi 
nrriviwl, hn firfl««riw| Mm ntir<«'< lo i:niint\ nttrh tit MiA iri-'l/fOT 
(ifttii'iif* a* wfTn n);l<i, tif (rf^f, fi|inr('l /'l/rihA MM'rriMilrf'*f nnfl mii 
only (o rf Rttfii MiMir wuriri \tt»\n tnr th<' ti<ft of \\%*\ «iiffWffrr«f (i 
|frni'tif<t rr<<|ii<-fifi,y tti\n\A4't\ in iir(/nrtt f'ii«Mi of tu^''kt\»n\i^) }nAf 
Ut nit. K^ tJicrri, nri'l ft'lfninial^'r Minth r«<Mtf/rNf.)irrA tm wtim pfit' 
nt'ri\tni\ \ty tlif rn«w|ii<fi| ni^h'prm^ nr^ wrr •tf)rpli«'«l ihitu hj tH« 
fiiire< e. 'l)ii- tAi\ |inhf'rpl« wf r<-. Mmi« rMi'lrn'^l of Uii (frmtffvt 
qirvM'o, 111 H»" irMitrori nrp'l nuraia wn- |ir(ri<'i|»nlly Mii(ni(cr| in 
nth'it'lirif/ I'l til*' mn^Iii-iil filJI/ » i* fliirin;/ Miit «i|ifTnfi'fff«, pf/r 
vi'tirt// llm r«'«ji|irMl fin B-iirif/ii, or (I'lritirH^icriric; iliA rr«|ii)rVi'l 
rnvfor-Mtiv N |m'<4'mIm'I liy iiirin. 

Mr. <iwr,r,'jii/»w, itir .Iom-j Kipt,, firi'l Mr, P'riiBtt, nrrif$¥\ 
it'itiu ttfUr Hit' Hf ' I'l' ni, npif| pro'* i 'l«-*| to tint* t\ffry ft^u'^n^mrJ 
lui ttaurr it, fi'ift n\t*f In Uw iiUiiHTnnn •ulfrriTn who html )itffn 
rut ivtti imIo Mi<- in-ilit iif i'ln, 

1'iif' rr^/irilmtion of iM'/'id* iihi ^li/fii^ Mint //M ire 
floor )i;it.irrilr4 v/« it wn\ittiun\.t\.t i\^ nri<i 0<{ oiif^flf/r/f 
|i;Lt.i''Mi.i; «lr« «?'.<•'! nii'l r* liivnl. No orfltnnry owmT' 
tt'int fi,n\i\ ||[iv«i f»o \tt'r\\'tl\y (\f'uiintfiittd*rt\ iUti 
(/r'Mif. rti}i;ilfilil.im oi' t.liM lr)i'.l.il.iit.ioii, or tlifi ififfnl' 
riihilflo iiiilily of t.liM n-fj'tii fhlivtyr.nthui of Uie 

'Mil' rol|/r'//iri(/ iii'lM'N, MfiH n U'vr otKnrfi wlio«r ribrrMm r//tiM 
It'll l#« n--.'/ rf)il»»Ml, rno<i. /f|i|fOrtiiiif>|^ sfrpt |pHr/'« i« of /fl/J linMl 
for »liM in» of foOroKiry \fttlf iiU Mifl. litiffla, Mr«. O. Vf, 
i'.ittiti, Mrs. N»'w/»ll, Mr«. \UU, juri., Mra. H. fNu-'i, Mm, fii 

Milviiirr, Misii Ifl'l'l'll, Ml-:- A. <'l<i^|ri|i, Miaa 'l)iOfii|mriMy MUt^ 
'I. liOwr* •/, Mra. 'i. N l/iiMili<rt., \Iia. tln\\tni\ Mn. lipilriif 
Mr4. \l. r. l'liili);«op(, Mr« l\tt\aihiti\f Mia, ffiiriiff|;, Ml 
Oi»lii»/t/, mi'l Mrs. A, NmIp//!. 
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DISINTKRMBXT FEOM THE EOXS. 

It is one of the painftd and mekinelialT leatones 
of tiie caUmitr, that the bodies of the unfortunate 
8idfef»5s ^irho had been either crushed by the ilaUing 
nuns of their own dwellings^ or kUled by the explo- 
81011 while caigaged in extinguishing the fire, were 
80 much mutilated, or consumed^ a$ to render it 
most difficult to identify them, even by their near- 
est relatixes, or mo$t familiar firiends. Various 
wtnre the marks br which their remains were 
recognised — ^if the features were not to be dis- 
tinguished, some aitide of clothing* watch« or 
ling, or some simple article, or peculiarity aWut 
the deceased, serred to maik their identity, when no 
other mateiial trace was left to distincruish the form. 
whidi a few hours before was replete with life, 
actrdtT, intelligence, and hope. 

VBiteitified but for a bunc^ cf ker» in hb podLtfi) and £rv>m 
« liltle portion of Kb dKss Iwin^ piv«err«d. 

JTr. Sk»7^ of Sunuueffhill Terraee^ « gentleman in inde|yH\< 
dait divwa»tttKvo> «»» idaaiified br bi» wmtch iftftu^Uo^ do«n» 
wbk-h <<onwponded with tlie descripiion left bx hi* friei;d* ; *nd 
Iv the eloihes npon hb bK%sl bexo^ «> thic^ ihal tracv» of hi;» 
fed bnM«» mkI the bvMol of hb &imt shiif> v«fv Kcosniiied 
hcnesith— oiherriM^ hb body eould not harv been known, 

Mr^ Jfiirfw BM^ one i^ th» firaoMH odT the NoHh Briti^t 
Brigade, wm$ 9dr.io«»l c^uaUt un^ii^tiuguishablo : he wa^ ontv 
kfr^^wn bx » rvi:^uant of hb thiv»k fir>«nan** oIothia^jT, wv* 
ide**tidoQ br hb son, who haivl hini$??f been diu: out near to 
the #an»e phkv, shortly after the «i>lo*ion. 
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Mr. lUnrjf Ilarruony Basket milker and general dealer, 
I )oan Btreot. Wlu*n diiw'OTinxHl, hii retnainit wore little more than 
n handful of ciiloiiKMl nslicn, and wore only identified by the 
key It of his shop lyin^ nmr, (the i)adlock being taken over to 
nmt^li,) by hii WHicli and ohaiTi, and the kcyii of hia till. 

Charlet Rertram^ JUtq., of Oatesliead. All that has been 
(liHcovuri'd of \m roniainn aro a few bonos, his snufi* box, and 
n koy. His Biiufl-box was of silver and marked ** 0. U,*' 

Mr. William Daridaon^ jun.^ miller, was identified by his 
brother Thomas Davidson, by a ring found in his pocket with 
tho initials " W. 1).*' cngravo<l u]M)n tho stone, and a bunch of 
koyn. 'V\\{y body wns niiitilatod almost to a cinder, and but 
for tho above marks, could not havo boon idtmtifled. 

Mr. James Toild^ il reman of tho North Hritish, waa found 
to have died at his post, and the jet upon him with 
which tho inoinont before lie had directed the stream of water 
upon th(^ burning pile ; he was reduced almost to a cinder and 
was only identified l)y liis brother-in-law TMr. Thomas Carr, 
hy tho remains of hiH fln^man's clothes. 

lie was found lying u{K)n another person of whose identity 
there is not the ^lightent clue ; and there is little doubt but 
that there are home of the inmates of tho common lodging 
housen lost, whom no one knows} and of whom it may be 
truly an<l em])hat ieally Naid * there's no one cares.' 

*They left not a gnj) in tlie world now they're gone; 
Having died >A they Hved-^and reached life's jouniey's end, 
l-nknown to the world, — and unmoumed by a friend/ 

TAirriKS FOUND DKAD. 
Taken f)'om tha ruinn Immediately qftrr the explosion* 

Thn IxxiioH rocovcrod iiimiodiatoly after tlio explo- 
Hioii thoii^'li inucli injured by the bruiscH they had 
ncciMMl, wi-r.' soou idfutillcd. 
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tvaiMH^ iiM»d waoa^ th» nfti»v <^^Md of ml«nnl injanie«. 
John $teplMi»oa^ a^psd ^ kll^^ eoc|iOtnl» eiteuttTv campoauU 

CIttKin HinilkMi^ v^^^^^^'^i'^^Mttcl) «^ 59i^ hair dr«wer> u^ucK 
brumd about Ibe head ukI v^ie^t* 

bttmt> and ohanwd in thi^ k>w«r p«ur«9 iidT Ihe KxIt 
CTidfffc» DukMv JWBU Mil of the abovi\ Tt«T luiKh borai. 
JLttkhony WiUb^ ^OatMhedidO «e«d l^\ »kiiitwr« mueh brutj^i 

abiMt ihe head aavi ohe»l. 

He K««i^T> V^^^^^^fMhetftd^^ kborw; t«t much bun&i. 

WUham BalMKbr S^vtt> v^Ht«»!Mwi) a^ £4^ btaK^k^mich. 

TVfT mudi hrukK<d Arid luuliUli^t 

The acid formed bv the ev>mbu$tion ot* ihe sulphur 
was $utKoieul of ilj^If to destrv\Y Ut\\ iudepeiuieu: 
ol" the luruts^s and tlie buruiu^. 

The state of the Trind duiiug Saturday haviixg 
precluded all labor near the ruiudk ohai\5^\i to uoarlv 
the opposite dirvotion towards the Suudav ttu>rui»g ; 
aud« although it spread the noxious etSuvia over 
>iewoastk\ and strvuiglv tainted the atmosphere tor 
miles distant, it enabled the laborers to }urosev»uto 
the siearch on Sunday, vhen the remains of tho fo!- 
lowing persons wer>? found, — 

AW3.du;der Ralph IX^hMii. (X*if\>»ti^) a^ i\ *xvhiuv^ ?. 

oi Johu lVh«oai» £»q-» whiiicvt. 
rtxvau^ Si.An\ Sxuuiu^rhill T«Tai>es »jj«\l 27, j?fuOci;wi\ 
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12"^ I*\UT1ES FOUND DKAD. 

•MttrliM JIiill, (liUlowgaUn Agod 62, flromiin, North Briiivli. 
Jiunun Moitlcy, OnkwcUgnto, ligiul 27, ulitusklu inuker. 

VOVVD OH UOHVAY. 

J rinif}! WoftllMnv, (OAtotluwd,) agod 28, woriUd wmtw, found 

in i\w ndm of tho woriiUMl luanulkotory. 
Sonth lIut'OhiuHun, (OaUiiihoiul,) linKlo wonuui. 
Htiiniii)! llaH, (Church Wttlk, QaUmluMul) Hgod 04, labofDr. 
Mary II art., wifo of tho tboTo (found mouiu dftji after.) 
.Idhn Hart, non of the above, aged 16. 
Mnrv Ann Hart, nitfce of tlie above, aged H. 
Mary Itpwick, Churoli Walk, (OaUmhead,) aged 9. 
Uvnrv Jlarruon, (lh%u Utrect, NewaaatUi,) aged 84, baaket 

niakor and gmieral doaler. 
rimrli'H iicrtram, Kiq., (Oatee)u«d,) merchant and magiitnle. 

yOUKO ON TUKBDAV. 

WiUiiini Diividiton, Jun., (Oatoil)oa<l,) aged 22, miller, 
.tortoph Todd, (Ncwoantlo,) ilrcinan. North DrltUb. 
I'litcr May, (OiitcMhuad,) laborer. 

IMKJ) IN OATKHllXAD VUOM TlIi: KKKKOTM. 

I'laiik ('onway, a little boy, agod 0, killed in bed by a atone 
fnlling through tho roof of tho hourtc, a connidorable 
diHtniioo from the cxploNlon-^dicd a tov/ liourM after. 

harnh HutciiinNon, aged 06, uphiNtcr, (Uubbit iianka, Gatee* 
liuud,) died from iVight. 

KolNjrt AtlliMsk, aged 70, fonncrly of Hawk'n iind Crawahay'i 
workn — ditxl from tho Hrootn of Ihc iihock. 

KlUhHU IH NICW(UitTi.K. 

IVtrr Jirown, (Oatedhoad,) (},uayfiide porter, found among the 
riiiriN of tho JJark Mntry^ wliich wan a cut lU naa on tlie 
Qwny. A fow minuti^ii bi^forc the uxiiloition, lie had Mtated 
lo two individuaU whom ho mot, and who wore togetlior 
at the time, that ho and two ot)iur« had taken a quantity 
of powder into tho warehouio, and warned tltein againat 
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»n ox)^>SMyii ; ther did not cf«dit K)s sUitcment, but W 
p«^7^fistied« ind hurried «^>r»T to <eM«pc th^ d«))|*«r. 

MttT A«iuii$(iu, ^SS. Side, Xevnni$tK) ^""^^ siajiding tsiih Wr 
husbdokl <»\ iIk* Qua^T oppci$il« iKo finf «t the time ^^f 
the exp!«x$ion. Xlwr ww both struck down and mueh 
injuTvd, *nd tc«v iuunedintdiT taken ho^ne. He x^tm 
mfberwvMis taken to the Infinmury, and lecoTeivd ; but 
she died in eonsequencv of the iiguncs lec^red, 

Robert LudVor, iTeams^ QaW«heidJ «g;ed 23, engineer ; he, is 
common with others, was standin|sr on the njggin^of one 
of the ships, whkh, as well M the Quarside, weare cfowdfd 
when the explosion oeeuixed, whence he was thrown into 
the hold of the resseL 

BOnek Mooner, lahoitr, kUkd on the Quajsidek 

Robert FMterMm, of Wi^^wnton, apprentice with Hill and 
DnuT, drapers, Xeweastle. He was knotted down on 
the Qm^, and so sereraly iiguned that he di«d after a 
illnwsof thiv«w«eks. 



mxD nc THE nnmutAKT. 

Rw^iaid Dodds, (Gat«»h«ad,) 39, laboier, fraetUK of skuU. 
John Youn^, (Gateshead, late of Edinbuigh,) aged 19, wood- 

tonsMr, laoerataon c^ brain, and bums^ 
JaBM Dalnrmple, i^GatesheadJ aged 41, niiUer with Mr. Da- 

Tidson, fractuie of spine. 
Ellm Short, aged 2^ Mr. Daridsou^a aerrant, fraotun^ of itbfiL 
John Humble^ ^Gateshead,) i^ped 2S, painter, fraetui^ of pehis 

and laiiKration of Uadder. 
Immc Anderson, i^^ed 4i\ loraman of the ^orth British Bri^^ 

bruises of diest^ The Vkini death among the firemen. 
Maij Kenrs or ONPse, v^^ureh Walk, ClatosheadO ag^d 21, 

Mntuskm of abdomen, and lacetation of bowvla. 
Aan Lndlow, ^OakweUgatei, Gabmhead,) aged ^ had har ann 

almost toni off by a stone that lell through the loof of 

her hou»e ; the arm was amputated in the Infirmar j at 

the shoukkr joints and she ahoit^ after expii«l. 
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Wm. Williamfon, (Gateshead,) aged 60, fraoturo of ribn. 

William Weir, (Foiling,) aged 30, ooncuMion of tlie brain. 

Michael Dunn, (Qate«head,) aged 21, fbiuro of ikull. 

James Nicholson, (Gateshead,) aged 7, he had been struck bj a 
stone in the head while standing in the Church janL 

John Whoatlcy, (Gatesliead,) aged 86, skinner, died of lockjaw, 
nis ii^uries wore fracture of tliigh and head. 

John Gough, (GaioHlioad,) aged 83, fracture of arms and legs. 

James Dixon, (Tutliill stairs, Newcastle,) aged 36, serere bums. 

Ann Dodrls, Ilillgate, whoso husband had just gone away 
witli some furniture, and so esca[>ed. 

Wm. Wigliam, brotlier to Mrs. Dodds. lie liad come fi-om 
Newcastle to help tltem, when he unfortunoteij perished. 

George Hamilton, found near * tlic Crater,' in a crouching posi- 
tion, much bruised, but not much injured by the Are. 

It is thus seen, that upwards of fifty persons have 
directly and immediately lost their lives by this 
explosion ; while there are a number of individuals 
who will be seriously injured for life. 

ZKVIBUABT PATIEVTS. 

Among the fifty-eight in-door patients, there were twenty- 
two with fractures of tlie bones of the trunk, namely, eight of 
skuU, one o{ spine, four of pelvis, and nine of ribs ; of com- 
pound fractures of the limbs, there wore fifteen, namely, one 
of shoulder blade, three of arm, one of wrist, one of thigh, 
seven of leg, and one of foot i of simple fractures of the 
limbs there were ten, namely, one of slioulder blade, one of 
fjollar bone, four of arm, two ot the thigh, and two of 1^. 
Four had severe concussions of the brain, three had fktal lacer- 
ations of internal organs, twenty-seven had more or lets 
numerous wounds, principally of scalp, eighteen had burnt of 
body, one most dangerously burnt, and nineteen had bruises 
on various parts. 
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The injuries of the sixty-three out-pcttients consisted of 
bums, wounds, and bruises of a less severe character than 
those inflicted upon the in-door patients. Bits of stones in 
many places were found sticking in the eye ; or hot stones had 
been imbedded in the flesh; or pieces of wood had been 
foroed into the body ; or the patient had been completely en- 
veloped in burning sulphur. 

OBITUAEY. 

The following brief memorials are given as a tri- 
bute of respect to the deceased ; while we regret 
that our lack of information has precluded the 
insertion of many other individuals though less 
prominent, not less worthy of remembrance. 

Alexander £, Dohson, was the second son of the much 
respected architect of that name. Haying evinced a decided 
inclination for drawing and constructive art, he commenced 
hia professional studies at the age of eighteen in the office 
of his &ther. At the expiration of three years, he pro- 
ceeded to London, and continued his professional studies in 
the office of Mr. Sidney Smirkei, the eminent architect, with 
whom he remained for about the same length of time, attend- 
ing in that period the lectures of Professor Donaldson at the 
London University, from which he received the first prize 
given for the study of the science of architecture as a fine art. 
fie likewise studied drawing and coloring from nature, under 
the instructions of Mr. J. W. Carmichael, the eminent marine 
painter, who is also a native of Newcastle, now practising in 
the metropolis. No student ever profited more by such ad- 
vantages than did Mr. Alexander Dobson, who, in 1852 re- 
turned to Newcastle, and thenceforth devoted himself to assist- 
ing his fether in his extessive practice, wisely availing himsdf 
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of every opportunity for itudying the bett modelf of ancient 
art in the civil and coclusimttical odiflcet of England. Hia 
Hkotclum of the principal or renjarkable featorea of a large num- 
ber of thovc buildings U>«tify ai well hit diligenoe aa hia en- 
tbujiiastio love of hii* prufcttsion ; ho gained the roapeot and oon- 
fidenco of all with whom he came in contact profeaaionaUj, 
and the esti>eui of many frienda who experienced in private 
life hia ainiabU) diiii)o»ition» hia worth of character, and hia 
gentlemanly unuasuiuing manners. Ue became a membar of 
the Institute of British Architects in 1861. He waa about to 
improve his knowledge of gothic architecture, by purauing the 
study of it on the continent, when, on the fatal mormsg of 
the 0th October, 1854, amidst obscure and sordid walla In 
Gateshead, he fell a victim in the late terrible oaiaatiophe. 
Mr. A. Dobson had attained tlie 26th year of hia age. 
nis remains were discovered on the Sunday following tbo aad 
event, and were committed to the earth in Jeamond Cemeteiy, 
in the presence of his bereaved parent and of the vety few 
persons who were i>ormitted to take part in the ritea of diria- 
tian sepulchre. 

Entign Paynter, — This unfortunate young gentleman waa 
the son of Thomas Payntcr, Esq., Kensington, metropolttMi 
police magistrate. lie waa partly educated at Harrow, bnl 
the last two years of liis life were chiefly employed in qualify- 
ing himself under eminent instructors, both in England and 
abroad, for tlie general and scientific duties of the profeaaion 
to which he apiMNirod to have been im|)elled by the higfaeaft 
aspirations. Ue only joined his regiment (the 26th Cameio- 
nians) in July hut, being then eighteen yeara of age. In hia 
short military career he had already won the affections of hia 
fellow-officers by his amiable manners and character, and bad 
already earned the first reward of a young ofllcer, the appro- 
bation of hia superiors. Lieut.-Col. Whittingham, under 
whoso immediate orders ho met his death, whilst actively 
assbting to extinguish the fhre, has recorded hia estimation of 
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him ill the following emphatic language " We considered him 
a most promising young officer, and had it pleased God to 
spare him, he would undoubtedly in eyery respect haye been 
an ornament to his profession." The remains of the unfortu- 
nate deceased were interred on Tuesday at Jesmond Cemetery, 
with military honours. A mourning coach followed close 
after the corpse, in which his father was seated, and the pall 
was borne by the four younger officers in the regiment. A 
great oonoourse of people followed his remains to the place of 
interment. Ralph Dodds, Esq., mayor, and the yenerable Dr. 
Headlam, one of the borough magistrates, t-ook part in the 
melancholy procession. 

Boberi Pattinson^jun,^ of the firm of Messrs. Pattinson and 
Sans, tanners, Newcastle, was in the full yigor of life at the 
time of this sad calamity; he was elected a councillor for 
Westgate Ward in 1852, and was anxiously attentiye to the 
duties of his office. A melancholy interest attaches to his fate 
firom the fact, that at the last meeting of the Ck)uncil, only a 
f(»tnight before, he was actiye in promoting a measure for the 
establishment of a Fire Brigade in Newcastle. On that occa- 
sion he seconded the motion of Mr. George Hunter, and the 
sul^leet was referred to a committee. The unfortunate gentle- 
man had left a party at his Other's residence upon the first 
alarm which reached him ; and his zeal to be amongst the fore- 
most and most actiye of the assistants was the sole cause 
of his untimely fate. He was uniyersally respected and 
esteemed, for his urbanity of demeanour, and general desire 
to be useful and to do good. He was a Sunday School 
Teacher, and a member of the Wesleyan society for many 
years. He was interred on the Monday following, and from 
his position in society and amiable character, his remains 
were followed to their last resting-place by a large number of 
friends and the workmen in the employ of the firm. 

ItcMO Anderson, foreman of the North British Brigade, was 
the third among the firemen who met their death by the 
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explosion, he left a wife and foor children to mourn his loss. 
His remains were interred at Jesmond Cemetery, and his 
remains were conveyed thither on the fire engine, which, daring 
his life he had so often superintended at the various fires in the 
town. His funeral was attended by aU the firemen and a 
large body of friends, as a token of respect to the deceased. 

Charles Bertramy Esq,, for many years an eminent merchant 
in Newcastle, and in. business at the time of his decease. 
Being resident in Qateshead, he had been chosen to the office 
of magistrate ; he arrived at the fire very soon aft-er the 
outbreak, and was most energetic in his endeavours to stay 
the progress of the flames. The warehouses having been built 
under his superintendence and upon his own property, he was 
well acquainted with the locality, and his information and 
advice were found to be of the greatest value by the fireman. 
A few minutes before the explosion, he was seen in Hillgate 
by D. Haggie, Esq., but was never seen again. His death was 
universally regretted. "We may note that his office in New- 
castle was also destroyed by the fire on the Quay. 

Mr, William Davidson, jun.^ miller, was just entering upon 
the important duties of a business life, when he so unezpeot> 
edly came to his death. He had gone down to the mill on the 
first intelligence of the fire. The office attached to the miU was 
a high room in premises in Hillgate, on the opposite side to 
the Mill, and connected therewith by a gangway, which aft 
a considerable elevation crossed the street, and overlooking 
the scene of the fire, afforded an eligible view. At the 
time of the explosion, Mr. Davidson was on the gangwi^ 
vrith his Mends Mr. Dobson, Mr. Sharp, and Mr. Hal^ 
rison, and their remains were found at no great distance from 
each other. His father and mother and the rest of the fiimily 
were in the western part of the mill viewing the flames ; and 
the fate of this young man perishing so near to his friends ii 
extremely touching. Much sympathy has been expressed 
respecting his death. Mr. Davidson, sen., was also most 
seriously injured. 
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INTEEESTING INCIDENTS. 

The following are selected as interesting incidents 
connected with the fire. 

7^ Crater. The iminediate theatre of this terrible ca- 
tastrophe suggested the idea of the crater of a Tolcana It 
presented the appearance of a large inverted open cone, the 
bottom filled with water, and the sides formed by an immense 
mass of stones, bricks and rubbish. The depth from the edge 
of this remarkable sphere of the explosion to the water 
which filled the bottom was fully thirty feet ; it is calculated 
that there was at least ten feet of water below. The diameter 
of the mouth of the " crater" (which was of a circular form) 
was somewhere about fifty feet ; and altogether its appearance 
gaye the best idea of the extraordinary explosive force which 
had been brought into operation. 

The Effects at Sea, The fire was seen, and the explosion 
heard, by the crews of vessels coming to the Tjrne at least ten 
miles to the northward of the bar. The phenomena, as ob- 
served by the sailors, was veiy striking. The first thing that 
attracted their attention, was the reflection of a fire against the 
sky in the west, which was followed by what appeared to be a 
large ball of fire rushing across the distant horizon, — afterwards 
the shock, — then total darkness, — and in a few minutes after an 
immense glare of light in the neighbourhood of Newcastle, 
which continued until day -light. 

The brief duration of the Fire, The short continuance of 
the fire is not the least remarkable circumstance connected with 
this wide-spread conflagration. It is worthy of note, that 
a conflagration so extensive, so fierce, and so overwhelm- 
ingly rapid in its progress, and which threatened at one time 
to continue for days, and almost to lay waste the greater part 
of the two towns, should have been so comparatively soon 
suppressed. The immense destructive devastation was the 
work of ONE day. 
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Iks MilUary. Th^ force from th« Bnrackii, oonmftting of 
all the 2:6th Regimmt ■tationod liere, and a oorcpany of the 
I ft Dragoona, were coTninand<!d by Liciit.-Col. Whittuigham s 
and although nearly fifty of the gallant fellowa were wounded 
by the explonion, the remainder worked undauntedly for many 
hour* after, and were mott actiye in th» protection of life and 
property. 

Number qf FamUUs. The ntonber of familiea burned out 
are luppoaed not to eiceed two hundred, the greater part d 
them being of the poorer claaaea. They haye, in moat eatefy 
bit the whole of their Aimitnre, but it ia calculated Chat 
fifteen foiundt^ aa an average, will put them even in a bettar 
pofition than they were before. There will alao b« fercial 
widowa and familiea and orphana to proride for. 

The Sumow of Gunpowder and ike JPuhUo Bernard, 80 
anxioua were the authorities to diacorcr the true oauae of the 
esploaion, (more eapecially with reference to the mmourt ao 
widely eitended and to generally credited, that gunpowder 
waa stored in the warehouse,) that £20 Reward waa offered by 
the Corporation of Oateshead, added to which, waa £100 by 
the Insurance Companies, to any one giving such infonnation 
as would load to the substantiation of such report,— but no 
direct evidence was forthcoming. 

8t liwrife Chwrch^ Oateehead. The chancd roof waa eom- 
oompletcly blown down,— the beautiful stained-glaaa window 
was broken in piecea, and driven out of the frame,— the whole 
of the windows were blown out,— and the whole building com- 
pletely ahattered. As to the church-yard, a considerable por- 
tion of the wall was thrown down, and the iron railing scat- 
tered aroupd, while several of the hond-stones were broken. 

AU 8aint^ Chmreh, The beautiful stained-glaas windowa 
on each side of the pulpit, representing the arms of the Trinity 
IIouso and Corporation, are irreparably injured, — the doon 
were torn from their fastenings,— the windows were blown 
in, — and the body of the church strewn with fhw^menta. 
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St. Nicholas' Chwch, St. Nicholas* Church suffered rather 
seriously on the south side, and it is to be regretted that some 
bungling mechanic, employed to repair the damage, thurst his 
ladder through the head of Gibson's fine figure of Our Saviour, 
in the great east window, and, as has been said, mutilated a 
l]6b4 worth a great deal more than his own. 

Moot Sail, Most of the large windows were broken, and 
some of the inner doors, preriously locked, were forced open 
by the blast; the damage is estimated at £300 or £400. 
Mrs. Proctor, who lives in one of the rooms of the building, 
while looking towards the fire had an eye knocked out by the 
materials from the explosion. 

JBank of England, We add an incident which is highly 
creditable to the Bank of England. Messrs. Thiedemann and 
Co., one of the firms which were burnt out on the Quayside, 
had locked up in their safe, on the previous night, the sum of 
£85 in bank notes. On examination on Friday, the notes were 
found burnt to ashes, but the remains having been laid before 
Mr. Anderson, the manager of the Branch Bank here, were care- 
fully packed up and sent to London, and by return of post an 
order for the amount was transmitt^ to this town. 

J%6 Custom House. Mr. Brown, the chief clerk, although 
living at Brandling Place, heard the explosion, hurried down 
to the Custom House, and in the course of two hours com- 
pletely emptied it of all the books, papers, correspondence 
(extending over more than a hundred years), bonds and other 
documents of value. As it was impossible to cart them away, 
horses refusing to face the fire, Mr. Brown procured a steamer, 
which he laid opposite the Custom House door, passing the 
contents of the different rooms into it by a gang of men. The 
Tcssel then dropped down the river a little way, and was 
seonrely anchored imtil Saturday forenoon, its valuable cargo 
being guarded by two officers. Mr. Brown's energy and 
promptness in thus putting materials, the value of which it 
is ^impossible to calculate, beyond the reach of danger, has 
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been much praised, as manifesting the greatest ooohiess and 
regard for duty, in the midst of the most bewildering and even 
dangerous circumstances. 

Queen's Reads, The Rev. Dr. Davis, of Gkiteshead, received 
a letter containing forty eight postage stamps, to be devoted to 
the relief fund, and inscribed with the text " when thou gi'^** 
thine alms, let not thy right hand know what thy left hand 
doeth.'* The worthy Rector said, while he recognised in the 
act the spirit of the text, he could say with the profoundest 
respect and loyalty, that the Queen's Mead was never better 
engaged than in the performance of works of charity and bene- 
volence ; and, no doubt, employment would be found for the 
stamps in conducting the correspondence which must ensue in 
the collection of the subscriptions. 

Remarkable Casualty. One man named Thomas Hender- 
son, living in Guteshead, jumped out of the window frcfm 
fright when he heard the explosion. He fell first on a house 
below and afterwards to the ground. When taken up and 
conveyed into the liouse he was foimd to be much bruised, but 
sudtained no fracture. 

The sharp-fingered gentry. Notwithstanding the activity of 
the police, and the active co-operation of the military, the 
professional thieves were remarkably busy in their vocation, 
and several people having their attention deeply engrossed by 
the fire had their pockets picked. One woman had her pocket 
picked of £6, upon the Tyne bridge ; and three juvenile pro- 
fessionals were detected in their attempts, and committed to 
the Borough gaol for three months. 

The Brimstone Trade, It is rather a remarkable co-incident 
that the same number of the Gateshead Observer which con- 
tained the first account of the fire, contained the following 
paragraph .— " The imports of Brimstone, during the eight 
months ended 5th ult., amounted to 1,135,181 cwts., against 
580,798 during the same period of 1853, and 495,550 in that 
of 1852. During the single month ending at the same period of 
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each year, ike importations respectiyely were 60,689, 227,257, 
and 833,634 cwts. The lowness of freights which has recently 
prevailed in the trade has considerably contributed, no doubt, 
to this great increase of importation ; but we trust, at the same 
time, that it may be attributed in part to a continued activity 
in the manu&cturing industry on the banks of the Tyne." 

This folly accounts for the stock of sulphur ia the ware- 
houses, and may account for other places being so stored. 

OocPs Judgmeird on an ungodly City, This is the title of a 
sermon preached in St. John's Presbyterian Church, South 
Shields, by the Eev. J. Storrie, and having reference to the late 
calamities which have visited Gateshead and Newcastle. The 
author appears to regard these calamities as a special divine 
judgment upon the two towns for their ungodliness. From 
the recent statistics furnished by the census returns, he draws 
the conclusion, *' that, as a community, the town of Gateshead 
worships no Gt)d.'* It appears odd enough, however, that 
the profits arising from its publication should be handed over to 
the relief fund ; for with such views, it seems to contravene the 
divine purposes, to presume to alleviate the misery of those 
whom God' designed to punish by the inflicted calamity. 

BENEVOLENT EFFOETS. 

PUBLIC. 

We have already noticed the active efforts of the 
authorities for the suppression of the fire, we have 
now to record the steps taken by them to compen- 
sate for the loss, and to alleviate the temporal neces- 
sities of the sufferers. However painful it is to 
contemplate the misery and suffering which such 
great public disasters necessarily produce, it is not 
the less a pleasurable feeling to reflect upon the 
elevation it gives to our common nature, to see the 
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well-springB of private and public benevolence bub- 
bling up to alleviate the distress and to mollify 
the sorrow which such events so generally occasion. 
There are two thoughts suggested in connection 
with these public efforts of benevolence, which 
may be referred to. The one is the intimate and 
indivisible connection of all classes of society. This 
principle has been, as it were, instinctively developed 
imder the circumstances of the calamity. In the 
progress of the fire, the property of the rich was 
extensively jeopardized, and the people, the opera- 
tive, and the laboring portion of the community, 
put forth their willing efforts, and brought their 
efficient aid to the rescue ; and, on the other 
hand, is presented the benevolent and spontaneous 
forthcomings of the wealthier classes, to lessen 
the loss and assuage the bitterness of the cala- 
mity to the poor. Thus is evidenced by the honest 
dictates of our better feelings, the great truth, that 
the true interests of society, in all the varieties of its 
respective classes, are individually one and the same. 
How desirable is it then that this truth, and the feel- 
ings springing out of it, should be uninterruptedly 
maintained ; as it is, society seems almost to require 
such occasional causualties as reminders of this great 
primary truth. The second thought springs from 
the generous fact, that the benevolences were made 
one common ftmd. The greater number of sufferers 
were on the Gateshead side, — the wealth might be 
said to be on this ; but one spontaneous feeling 
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made the fund oitb to meet the distresses of this 
one great calamity. Such feelings and co-operative 
acts balance beautifully against any petty jarring of 
the interests of the two towns which occasionally 
occur, and which it would be unwise to desire to 
•ee entirely done away, as they most certainly tend 
to keep awake the activities and circumspection of 
both, and ultimately tend to mutual good. In 
this great calamity, and in all other great efforts 
of business and improvement, the substantial inter- 
ests of the two towns are essentially and necessarily 
one ; and this united act of benevolence is admira- 
bly calculated to impress the lesson, and its remem- 
brance permanently to maintain such good under- 
standing. 

NEWCASTLE. 

Proceedings of the Council. The mayor, Balph Dodds, 
Esq., convened a meeting of the Magistrates and Town 
Coimcil, which was numerously attended; and on the sug- 
gestion of R P. Phillipson, Esq., seconded by Dr. Headhuu, 
a committee of the council was appointed, consisting of Mr. 
PhiDipflon, (to whom a warm tribute of acknowledgment was 
passed for his exertions during the day) Mr. Plummer, Mr. 
Q-. Hunter, Mr. Hammond, and Mr. Hedley ; Mr. Hawks was 
appointed treasurer. The Mayor then intimated, that he would 
dedine giving the Annnitl Ball, but would give the money, he 
would have been caused to erpend, to the relief fund. It was 
then resolved to hold a public meeting to aid this benevolent 
object. It was agreed also to open subscription lists at the 
various Banking Establishments ; Mr. Newton properly sug- 
gested the propriety of commencing the list by way of example 
in the coimcil, and the sum of six hundred pounds was liberally 
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BubBoribed by the members. Mr. Stanley also suggested that 
the Ministers of the town be requested to make collections. 

Board of Ghuardians, An especial meetmg of the Board 
of Quardians was called, to see what means could be devised 
to afford relief to the suflferers. The meeting appointed the 
Chairman, Vice-Charman, Dr. Eobinson, and Messrs. Hopper, 
Clialloner, Pollard, Robinson, and Grace, a committee to co- 
operate with the committee of the council The relieving 
officers, Messrs. Wilson, Jenkins, Robins and Heslop, were 
directed to consult with, and to give their services to the carry- 
ing out the measures adopted by the joint committee. 

Pvhlic Meeting. In accordance with the resolution of the 
council, a public meeting was held in the Guildhall, the Right 
Worshipful the mayor in the chair, who briefly opened the 
business. Mr. Blackett, M. P., for Newcastle, in a short appro- 
priate address proposed that '* a subscription be opened for 
the sufferers by the late fire, and generally for alleviating the 
consequences of the calamity." This proposition was se- 
conded by Mr. George Fenwick. Mr. Alderman Blackwell 
moved the appointment of a committee, consisting of the 
Mayor, Sheriff, and Messrs. R. S. Stanley, Benjamin Hammer, 
J. C. Blackwell, G. Bargate, William Beaumont, H. Angas, 
in conjunction with the gentlemen of the conunittee appointed 
by the council. Mr. C. Atkinson seconded the same. Mr. 
Alderman Hawks, being requested to act as treasurer. 1^ 
Rev. Mr. Hawks enquired whether the sufferers in Gkiteshead 
would share in this rehef ; Newcastle, he said, was a wealthy 
town, but he believed that the greater number of snffBrers 
were in Gateshead. The mayor said, the commUtee would not 
he wa/nting in their duty to Gateshead ; and Dr. Headlam re- 
sponded, that the resolution extended to the sufferers by the fire. 
No distinction was to he made hetween either side of the water. 
Various votes of thanks were passed to the mayor, magistrates, 
and other influential gentlemen who took part in eztingruishing 



BBNEVOLEKT BFTOBTS 139 

the fire, more especially marking and commending the conduct 
of the operative classes. The same respectful tribute was paid 
to the authorities of the neighbouring towns and other pubUc 
bodies for their prompt aid in the hour of need. This yote was 
respectfidly acknowledged by Mr. Ingham, M.P., for South 
Shields. The respectability of the parties attending and taking 
part in the meeting, manifested the public interest the calamity 
had excited. The subscription list was then handed round, 
headed by the mayor for the niunificent sum of £100, and 
reoeiyed many handsome additions by gentlemen who had not 
preyiously subscribed. 

GATESHEAD. 

Council and Guardians. The Town Coimcil met on Friday, 
to take into consideration the necessary steps to be taken on 
the melancholy occasion. The attendance was large. The 
Sector, Br. Dayies, and his Curates, and other influential indi- 
Tiduals in the Borough were inyited. It was ultimately agreed 
to inyite the co-operation of the Board of Guardians, who 
were then sitting, and on their attendance, it was resolyed to 
select a committee, and to call a public meeting. It was also 
resolved, to request the Home Secretary to send some one down 
to attend the judicial inyestigation about to take place. The 
thanks of the council were yoted to Captain Cooke, of the 
Sappers and Miners, who had been in constant communication 
with the authorities since the commencement of the fire. 

JPuhlic Meeting. The public meeting as resolyed upon by 
the ooundl, took place in the Town Hall, B. Haggle, Esq., 
mayor, presiding. In introducing the business he said, that it 
had been his intention shortly to giye a dinner and a ball ; he 
had now determined to dispense with them and to deyote the 
cost to the bencyolent fund. The Eey. Dr. Bayies, rector, 
proposed the first resolution, that " a public subscription be 
raised for the relief of the necessitous sufferers." He stated 
that he had receiyed a letter firom the yenerable Bishop of 

k:2 
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Durham, who bad written to ezprest his lympathy, and to beg 
that he might be allowed to aid in any effort to be made for 
providing reliet He also tendered his assistance towards 
putting the church into repair. Mr. H. G. Liddell, M. P., 
said, that his yenerable relatiye, Jx>rd JUwentwoHh, had inti- 
mated his desire to alleyiate the distress of the sufferers ; and, 
he added, that his whole family had talked the matter orer, 
and if he might be allowed to act as collector among his own 
friends and tbe members of his £amily, he would most gladly 
assist in this work of benevolence. Doubtless there was much 
to deplore, the loss of property and the loss of li£9 had been 
most alarming ; but, there was a ray of comfort in the pro- 
spoct of future improvement ; and, they had reason to hope 
that this visitation was not without its appropriate lesson. 

Mr. George Crawshay then moved the appointment of a 
committee to be united with the relief committees of New- 
castle. He stated, that the mayor of Newcastle had said to 
him that morning, ** you may do with your money what you 
like, but the Newcastle fund will be distributed loithaut dis' 
tinction of Boroughs -** and it appeared to him, that this was 
the only way that the subscriptions and fund coidd be dealt 
with. Mr. A. G. Gray, in seconding the resolution, said, this 
was no time for sectarian local feeling, they had fellow sufferers 
on both sides of the Tyne, and their only thought must be to 
relieve them. The following gentlemen were then appointed 
a committee : The Mayor, the Eector, Bev. W. Atkinson, Mr. 
Alderman Hawks, Messrs. John Greene, B. S. Newall, George 
Crawshay, A. G. Gray, J. Hewitt, J. Sowerby, R. W. Hodgson, 
T. P. lonn, C. Garbutt, H. Brady, B. Walters, and B. BrovnL 

Various votes of thanks passed of a general character, simi- 
lar to those at the meeting in Newcastle. 

Mr. A. Gray suggested that the subscription list should at 
tliat time be sent round, a proceeding which was at onoe 
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adopted. The Mayor munificently heading the list by a dona- 
tion of £100, and the subsoriptionB in the room amounted to 
nearly one thou8<md pounds, 

PEIVATE BENEVOLEBTOES. 

It is not intended here to attempt a list of the 
individual donors to this extensive fund, but only to 
note those which are marked by special cii-cum- 
stances. 

OONTEIBUTIONS. 

The Queen. — If one fact is more gratifying than another 
in this work of charity, it is that her most gracious Majesty 
THE Queen, in passing through this town from the north 
en route to London, contributed the handsome simi of one 
hundred pounds to the fund. Her Majesty made every enquiry 
of the Mayor of Gateshead respecting the catastrophe, and 
the royal train stopped a few minutes on the High Level 
Bridge as it crossed, in order to enable her Majesty, Prince 
Albert, the royal children, and suite to view the ruins both 
in Hillgate and on the Quayside. 

The Exteaoedinaey Munieicenob of Cuthbert Ellison, 
Esq., of Hebbum Hall, and of Mrs. Ellison, in respect to the 
fond for the relief of the sufferers by the late awful fire and 
explosion, is deserving of particular and permanent record. 
To the Gateshead fimd, Mr. Ellison contributed £200, and 
Mrs. Ellison, £50. To the Newcastle fund, Mr. EUison, con- 
tributed £150, and Mrs. Ellison, £50~in all, no less than 
£450. 

AurwTOE. — ^The inhabitants of Alnwick, held a public 
meeting, William Dickson, Esq., in the chair, for the pur- 
pose of expressing their sympathy with the sufferers from 
the late fires in Newcastle and Gateshead; a subscription 
was set on foot, and a numerous committee appointed, who 
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immediatelj commenced a yigoroos collection in the town. 
They everywhere met with the kindest reception, and the call 
was nearly unanimously responded to hy all classes. By their 
efforts (including a munificent donation of 100 guinecu^ sent to 
the committee by the Duke of Northumberland^ they succeeded 
in raising a sum of nearly £300, ayailable for the relief of the 
distress occasioned by the fearful calamity. 

Several of the neighbouring towns were also zealous in their 
bencTolent efforts, and Uberally contributed to the fund. 

The Lobd Bishop of Dxtsham with his accustomed liber- 
aUty subscribed £150. 

Thb Bight Hoir. the Eabl op Cibij[SLE most liberally 
contributed £200. 

The Staff of the Northumberland ||i|jtia nobly subscribed 
nearly £70. 

A Mfnipiobnt Benepaotob. — The 
upon-Tyne, Balph Dodds, Esq., received 
with a draft for one hundred pounds, from th 
deacon Bentinck, a relative of His Grace the Diu 
and who is Eector of Sigglesthome, near Hull : — 

"Sigglesthome Bectory, Hull, Oct. 28rd, 185^. 
deacon Bentinck presents his compliments tx> the Ma^ 
Newcastle, and begs to enclose him a draft for £100, for 
relief of the unfortunate sufferers by the recent awful fivs 
and explosion. — £50 from Mrs. Bentinck, and £50 from the 
Archdeacon. 

The following note was also received by the Mayor of New- 
castle, Balph Dodds, Esq. : — 

41, West Smithfield, 10th November 1854. 
Sir, — ^We have much pleasure in forwarding you a cheque 
for £200, from an esteemed friend, Mr$. Marllion^ of ParU^ 
fot the poor and destitute sufferers by the late fire at New- 




OONTBIBUTIONS. 143 

oastifi^ and will £b«1 greatly obliged if jou will be kind enough 
to send as an admowledgment, in order that we may forward 
it to her. We are, Sir, your obedient Servants, 

Balph JDodds, Usq., Newcastle, J. & W. STRIDE. 

At the dose of the Gkteshead public meeting, Mr. A. Gt, 
dray, handed in £120 12s., as the contributions of a few 
London Merchants ; and also, £35 as a donation from his 
workmen. 

The workmen of a number of the manu&ctories and work- 
shops subscribed in the same liberal manner. 

Mr. Qeorge Orawshay stated, that the workmen ia the 
employ of Messrs. Hawks, Ora/wshay^ and Co.^ had resolved 
to devote one da^spay to aid the relief fund, which was sup- 
posed would probably amount to nearly £300. 

Thb THXA.TBB. — Immediately after the extent of the desti- 
tution caused by the catastrophe became known, Mr. Davis, 
with ready generosity, announced that the total proceeds of 
Tuesday night*s performance would be handed over to the relief 
fund. The public nobly responded to this liberal offer, and Mr. 
Davis was enabled to pay over no less a sum than £63 12d. 6d. 
to the treasurer. — Miss Horton^ who was in Newcastle on a 
special engagement, volunteering her services gratuitously. 

The Bbabnais Singibs. — ^These singers paid over £14 13s. 
6d. to the treasurer of the fund, being the proceeds of a special 
oonoort given for the relief of the sufferers. 

Chwreh and Chapel Collections. — ^The suggestion made in 
the meeting of the Council by B. S. Stanley, Esq., was fiilly 
carried out ; and public collections were made in the various 
churches and chapels. Thus, not only giving an opportunity to 
all of contributing their aid, even to the humblest in circum- 
stance, bok also, affording a fitting occasion of appeal and 
appliance fof the moral and religioas leesons of iost^^iOGtiG' 
I 
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dictated b^ tuoh oalamity. The Bame was done in maoj of the 
churches and chapels throughout the two counties. 

In narratin£ the Historical Srents of the town, we were led 
to note the ezpansiye henerolenoes of the olden time ; and 
when we record that this relief fund, aided bj subscriptions 
from all parts of the country, and eren beyond, exceeds the 
noble and magnificent sum of Ten Thoutattd Poundi, it may 
be judged that the impulses of a generous hearted charity are 
as true to nature now as then. 



PEOPEETY DESTEOTBD. 

In the following description of property we only 
give a very general outline, in order that distant 
parties who are acquainted with the localities, may 
have a more correct idea of the extent of the fire, 
both in Newcastle and Gateshead. 

eATESKBAB. 

In Ghiteshead, besides the less serious damage to windows 
and property generally, we may say that all that part of the 
town from the Church and Churchwalk to the riyer, lying east 
of Bridge Street, and comprising HiUgate, is more or less 
destroyed by fire and explosion. The whole of Canon Street, 
situate on the south side of St. Mary*B Churchyard, mi^ be said 
to be irom end to end a mass of ruins. Then the houses in 
Church Walk, situated on the brow of the embankment, wefe^ 
without a single exception, so shattered and demolished as to 
be no bnger fit or safe for human habitation. 

As to the property lying contiguous to the rirer, the fbllow- 
ing yalnable premises are a mass of ruins. — ^At the 4fm^ end of 
HiOgate, from Messrs. Singers' Vinegar Factory, a elnmp of 

\ 
\ 
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tenements, the Bond Warehouse, Messrs. Carres Timber Yaid, 
Messrs. Wilson's Worsted Manufiict-ory, and also the Fell- 
mongery of Messrs. Wilson, adding to the loss of that firm, 
and Mr. Boloraig's Engine Manufactory, form the west-em limit. 
Banning parallel with these premises, but on the opposite side 
of HiDgate, were a large cluster of tenemented houses, occupied 
by Irish laborers and others, together with one or two common 
lodging-houses, having the large and once flourishing flour mill 
of Mr. Davidson closely contiguous ; these from their proximity 
to the worsted mill and bond warehouse received the full force 
of the concussion, some of which fell, burying unhappily 
among the ruins a great number of their helpless inmates, 
others were unroofed, whUe some, with the flour null, were 
consigned to the flames. 

KEW0A8TLB. 

The spectacle presented by the extensive ruins of the build- 
ings on the Quayside is a very saddening one. The great 
marts and offices for business which have been destroyed pre- 
sent a melancholy subject for reflection in this busy mercantile 
town. 

The Custom JBhuse, — the grand centre of mercantile and ship- 
ing business, was unroofed, and had the front windows 
totally demolished ; every door was thrown off its hinges, 
and 500 feet of plate glass were destroyed. 

Broad Oarth JEntry, Property damaged fronting the Quay. 

FewuncVs Unify, Front property much injured by the fire, 
and part totally destroyed ; the property in the Entry 
generally escaped. 

Plumber Chare, Nearly all the warehouses burnt down. 

Homahy'e Chare, The property generally destroyed. 

ChUnaiCs Chare, Totally burnt down. 

PaUUter'e Chare, Ditto. 

Peppereom Chare, Ditto. 
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Bl4te Anchor Chare. WareboiueB on the west side imtonched. 
Grinding Chare, Considerably bomt down, the front property 

totally destroyed. 
Dark Mntry, The west side of this Entry is uninjured, but 

the front property, up to the head of the Quay, though 

much injured where not destroyed. 
The Exchange and Toum Clerk** Qffieee^ were completely 

shattered in the windows and roois, and thrown into the 

most desolate condition. 

In addition to these, there was great destruction of property 
in the Butcher Bank, Pilgrim Street, and &eorg<f» Stairs. 

THB ESTnCATED LOSS. 

On this head it is impossible to say anything with certainty, 
but the estimate which has been formed places the damage at 
TTat.p a Million. Much of the property was exceedingly old, 
and the >M«ii««|w^Mf/^']'^^''^p'° , would have realized a compara- 
tive trifle C^JKm^Fyii^^ of the site be deducted from them. 
But, on iiiSffbiBr haiid, many of the worst of these erections, 
standini^on and near the Quay, though one half of wood, were 
firmly put together, and would have stood for years to come 
without further deterioration, while the rental derived fr«m 
them, in many cases extravagantly high, was as seeure as an 
investment in the funds. Taking these &cts into eonskbration, 
the property was undoubtedly worth a very great amount, and 
when we add the value of the better description of propevty, 
the new mill, wairehouses and manufactories in Ctateshead^ the 
immense loss of goods, furniture, and domestic effects, the 
wrecked condition of many public buildings, the estimated 
loss bj property being so injured as to require reoooatrao- 
tion, and the astonishing and wide spread damage to habitA* 
tions and mercantile establishments far from the fire itieli^ 
we caimot place the total loss by this desolating event at a 
lower estimate than Half a. Miluoit. 
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THE UfSUBANCB COMPAIOES. 

A meetiiig of the yarious agents of the reepective fire offices, 
which had issued policies to the owners of property who had 
sustained loss or damage by the fire, was oonyened in the Cen- 
tral Exchange Hotel, W. Woods, Esq., in the chair ; in stat- 
ing the object of the meeting he said, they must not, in the 
Jtrat place^ forget the cause of humanity, and he was assured 
that there was not a gentleman present, but who would enter 
into his views for paying proper attention to the individuals 
and their famihes who had suffered from their exertions on 
that occasion ; there was next, the expense which must neces- 
sarily be rery large, he therefore suggested the appointment 
of a committee to ascertain and apportion these expenses. A 
discussion then ensued as to the duties of the committee, which 
were generally summed up to be the expression of sympathy 
with the sufferers — to inquire into the cause of the explosion, 
to obtain correct information as to the extent of the damage, 
to ascertain the expenses incurred in extinguishing the fire, 
and apportion the expense to be borne by the respectiye offices ; 
not confining it to those who were sufferers in the matter, but 
also to those more fortunate offices which had been sayed by 
the exertions made by the others. Eesolutions were passed in 
general accordance with these views. 

LIABILITY OP THE INSITBANCS OFFICE. 

How fiu* the aggregate loss is covered by insurance it is diffi- 
eidt to say, but it is certain that the amount is, comparatively 
speaking, trifling. Many claims have not been examined, a 
large amount of salvage is still to be ascertained, and some 
time wiU be required to go through the investigation with the 
necessary attention. The following is the nearest estimate 
that has been obtained of the amounts to be re-funded by the 
various offices :— The Newcastle Fire office, £20,000 ; the 
Comity, £20,000; the North British, £15,000; Leeds and 
Yorkshire, £7,000 ; the Royal Exchange, £7,000 ; the Nor- 
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wich between £4,000 and £5,000 ; Essex Economic, £4,000 ; 
the Anchor, £5,000 ; the Sun, £2,000 ; Imperial, £4,000 ; 
National Prorincial between £1,000 and £2,000 ; West of 
England, £500 ; London Assurance, £200 ; Liyerpool Bojal, 
£400 ; Scottish Union, £5,000 ; Yorkshire, £5,000 ; Alliance, 
£4,000 ; General Assurance, £7,000 ; Union, £1,000 ; Fhoe- 
nix, £2,000 ; the Globe^ the Legal and Commercial, and th0 
Atlas Offices and sereral others not ascertained, are expected 
to raise the sum to something near £180,000. 

IK DIVIDUAL nfsrsAircsB. 

The following are a few of the indiyiduiil caaefl 
of Insurance. 

On enquiiy, it has been ascertained that Messrs. VViiKm« 
of the Gateshead worsted mill, were insured for £2000 ; Mr. 
Dayidson, miller, £9,000, (the yalue of the engine standing 
to be deducted from that sum) ; and as to the bond ware- 
house, it was mortgaged to the County Fire Office for £15,000. 
It has also been stated thet nearly all the merchants possess- 
ing goods within it were insured. Mr. Hew Singer's was alio 
insured. As to some of the parties on the Quayside, we un- 
derstand that Messrs. Mackay and Smith were insured fi)f 
£7,500, including stock and property ; and Mr. Teasdale, who 
kept the public-house behind, and who had barely time to 
escape in his night dress, £1,000 ; but neither of these sums 
adequately coyer their losses. Messrs. Harding were insmed 
for £5,000, and, it is stated, Mr. Snowdon, £1,700. Serenl 
other parties haye also secured something by being insured ; 
but still there are a number of others occupying the property 
as tenants, who haye lost their all from the rapid progress of 
the flames. 

The damage of Mr. Edgar's stock in the George's Stoirsi 
is estimated at between £400 and £500 — uninsured. 



A jadioial enquiry may be aptly oompared to a Toyage of dis- 
ooreiy. It may be needful to explore every bay and inlet of 
the sea, within certain geographical limits, in order to discover 
the passage, or land, or haven desired. It is not less bounden 
in a judicial enquiry to follow up every point which is pre- 
sented in the investigation, and to trace every tittle of evi- 
dence to its source, so that possibly the truth may be estab- 
lished ; but, as in the case of a second expedition of discovery, 
it would be a superfluous waste of time and energy to navigate 
tihose bays and inlets which had been previously explored, so 
we deem it unnecessary, on a review of this judicial enquiry, 
to recapitulate a mass of evidence, which in the first instance 
it was essential to examine, and which in no wise tended, in 
the ultimate, to develop the truth, or to lead to the ascertain- 
ment of the facts involved in the investigation. We shall, 
therefore, in this brief review, endeavor to present a simple 
abstract of the evidence educed, bearing on the few important 
points of the enquiry, rather than a mere detail of extraneous 
pertioulars. 

In so doing, we first premise that we shall consider the two 
inquests as onb enquiry, engrossing in substance, substantially 
the same evidence, and bearing upon one and the same object. 
In the second place, we consider that the enquiry involves but 
two plain points of investigation, — the on^ the origin of tlie 
fire, the other the cause of the explosion. The first is a simple 
enquiry as to a matter of £Eu;t, which may or may not be ascer- 
tained, and which, comparatively, whether or not, is of Httle 
consequence to the public interests. The second is paramountly 
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important, because the inyestigation inyolTes a principle of 
chemical science, a commercial fact, and a truth in social 
economics. The combination of the contents of the ware- 
house may inyolye a principle in chemical science not yet ascer- 
tained — and their being stored together, eyen in less quantities, 
a hazardous commercial experiment — and from the wide-spread 
deyastation which has been wrought, may require some especial 
act of social legislation to guard against its repetition. This 
second branch of the enquiry, embraces thsve particulars, — 
firsty the contents of the Bond Warehouse ; second, the 
eyidence as to the existence of gunpowder in the warehouse ; 
and thirdy supposing the non-existence of gunpowder, — a state- 
ment of the scientific theories educed as illustratiye of the 
cause. According to this arrangement we proceed to a brief 
reyiew of the eyidence. 

OFFICrALS CONKECTED WITH THE II7QI72STS. 

GATESHEAD. 

The inquest in Gateshead was held before J. M. Flayell, 
Esq., coroner, for Chester Ward, North Durham. 

Caftaut Du SIaitBi of the Boyal Engineers, was appointed 
by Lord Falmerston to attend the enquiiy on the part of the 
Goyemment. 

Alebed Swajn Taylob, F.B.S., and Professor of CSnnu- 
try, Guy's Hospital, London, was also appointed by Lord 
Falmerston, to inyestigate the chemical causes of the expk>- 
sion. 

Hugh Lbe Pattibon, Esq., gaye eyidence at the inquest, 
and by the appointment of the Jury. 

Mb. Bush, solicitor, Newcastle, appeared to watch the pro- 
ceedings on the part of Mr. Sisson, agent for the Bond Ware- 
houses ; and Mb, Kbitmib, town clerk, on the part of the 
Gateshead Town Coimcil. 
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The Geutlcmen of the Jury were — 

Mr. John Qreene, foreman, {afterwards withdroitm.) 



Mr. John SowerW. 

Bryan John Prockter. 
Matthew Thompson. 
Samuel Neville. 
Henry L. Monro. 
William Lishman. 
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Mi. John Golightly. 

Joseph Ahbot Hymers. 
Robert Coulthard. 
John Vickers. 
Joseph Fenwick. 
Edward Bruce. 
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NEWCASTLE. 



The Inquest in Newcastle was conducted before J. G. 
Stokee, Esq., Coroner for the Borough, and a Jury of the 
following G^tlemen : — 

Mr. Ebenezer Eobson, foreman. 



Mr. John Mawson. 

J. K Shield. 

John Qraiy, 

John Dunn. 

George Bell. 

Allan Falcus. 
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Mr. Thomas G. Morland. 
Thomas Wallace. 
Thomas Short. 
Bobert Cooper. 
John Armstrong. 
Charles Septimus Gibson. 
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EYIDENCE — OBiaiN OF THE FIRE. 

John Enoarty of the Newcastle police, while on duty about 
half-past twelve at the head of the Quay, near the Exchange, 
was the first to discover the fire. He raised the alarm, and 
ran to Gkteshead and communicated the intelligence to Walter 
Scott of the Gateshead police. They then proceeded to the 
manufactory and broke the door open, and found that the fire 
was raging in the premises next the water. 

Mr. J. B. Thompson^ agent at Messrs. Alhusen's chemical 
manufactory, stated that as he was retumiog home to Gates- 
head on the night of the 5th of October, he observed from the 
T)me Bridge a red light in Wilson's worsted manu&etory, 
and raised the alarm immediately. A person, whom he had 
reason to suppose was Mr. Wilson, Junr., opened the door of 
the mill just as he arrived ; he went np into the upper part of 
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the boilding, and into the room where the machinerj wee ; six 
or leren spindlee of worsted were on fire. Did not lee that 
any part of the building ^Rw on fire. There was gas in the 
lower room. Did not ask how the fire originated, and had no 
explanation of the cause. Witness had no doubt the gas was 
burning in the upper room, and mppose* that some flook of 
the worsted had (alien on one of the gas-lights and had caused 
the fire. The room was all in a blase in a moment, and ho was 
glad to get away. There were sereral persons in the mill at 
the time. 

Mr, Jamet WiUon, one of tho proprietors, stated that his 
nephew, John Wilson, slept on tho premises ; he had no know- 
ledge of tho part where the fire commenced, but from report. 
He considered the drying house aboTO tho boiler the most 
dangerous part of the premises ; all tho floors were wood ; tlie 
room was not oeilod, and the plankd wore a little open, but 
rods were driven in to proyent wool falling through ; the 
engine firo was damped every night. The men worked by gas- 
light, and on finishing turned ofi* their lights, and afterwards 
the main-tap. Tliey used a quantity of oil, about a pint to 
twolye pounds of short wool, and one pint to twenty-fire 
pounds of long wool ; the oil was mixed with milk. lie could 
not say what the waste was on the floor prerious to the fire, it 
might bo between twelve and thirteen pounds ; oil was mixed 
with tlio waste, and if it cauglit fire it would bum rapidly. He 
considered tho drying house above the boiler rather dangerous, 
but the Insurance office charged the additional risk. The 
factory was previously burnt down, and the same oflloe as the 
first insured the promises. 

John WiUoHf nephew, said that he slept on the premises on 
the night of tho fire, in the ac^oining dwelling house. He was 
awoke while in bed by the police knocking at the door } he 
immediately went into tlie mill, and on proceeding up stairs, 
perceived tho ceiling of tho highest room but one on fire. It 
wad burning flerccly, but he had no idea how the fire originated. 
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About half-past seven o'clock he saw the top room, where the 
fire commenced, quite safe ; about h^lf-past ten he was in the 
drying house, and every thing appeared safe at that time. 
When he was in the high room at half-past seven, James 
Taylor, one of the men, was there preparing the machinery 
for the next day, but he followed "witness down stairs. James 
Taylor would turn the gas off in that room, and he (witness) 
turned off the main tap. Some of the windows were left open, 
and if any sparks went in they might cause the fire. He was 
satisfied that the fire did not commence in the drying house. 
He went up stairs because the other parts of the manufactory 
were not on fire. 

James Taylor^ one of the workmen, was in the mill about 
eight o'clock the night before the fire, he had been sizing a 
warp in the highest room but one ; he put {he gas out before 
he came down stairs, and there was nothing left in the room 
likely to causa the fire, and he could not account for it. 

James Morrison^ stoker at Mr. Davidson's mill, spoke to 
his discovery of the fire, and on his arrival at the manufactory 
found three or four policemen there, and they all rushed in ; 
he saw no gas burning ; the light of the fire was shining down 
through the trap holes of the floor to the lower part of the 
mill. When he first saw Mr. Wilson's son he was in his shirt. 
He could see into the worsted mill from where he was working, 
bat never saw any light in it until the fire broke out. 

This is the sum of the evidence bearing on the origin of the 
fire, and it certainly leaves the cause unascertained and evidently 
xmascdrtainable. The Gateshead Jury in their verdict record 
the difficulty of coming to a conclusion, as to the origin of the 
fire, * owing to conflicting evidence ;' and add, * that there would 
appear to have been a want of caution.' There must certainly 
have heten. more in evidence submitted to them than meets the 
public to authorize such statement or to warrant such censure, 
even by implication. On the face of it, it is simply a lack of 
evidence which leaves the cause unknown. The verdict of the 
Newcastle Jury is at once clear and definite. " We have no 
direct evidence of the origin of the fire." 

li 
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CAUSE OF THE EXPLOSTON 



Under the following head there are three ] 
ticulars of enquiry. 

CAUSE OF THE EXPLOSION. 

J^irst — STbe Contents of the Jionb fti!li\rrliou.'ir. 

Mr. George Sisson, agent for the County Fire Ofllce, 
])roprietors, or mortgagees in possession of the Bond \^ 
house,) handed in a statement of the goods in the warchi 
tit the time of the explosion. 

On the third flat. 

709 Tons of Sulphur. 
12 „ Pumice Stor 
90 „ Bone Ashes. 

100 Boxes of Tin. 



On the first flat there were 

109 J Tons of Iron. 
STAJ „ Lead. 

128 
75 

(30 



Sulphur. 
Nitrate of Soda. 
Manganese. 
Guano. 



2 Bales of Kags. 
56 Boxes of Soap. 
6 Casks of Cement. 

On the second flat. 

.'05 Tons of Sulphur. 

10 

1.0 

10 

2 

2 

i> 



Guano. 

Pearl Ashes. 

Ochre. 

Manganese. 

Pyrites. 

Coal Tar. 

Zincs. 

Copperas. 

Pumice Stone. 

Arsenic, (in 39 
Casks.) 
5 „ Alum, (Casks.) 
1 Case of Yellow Metal. 
3 Cases of Empty Boxes. 

Mr. Sisson stated that he, 
tiio premises for throe years j 



»» 
» 

»» 



On the fourth flat. 

337 Tons of Sidphur. 
170 „ Salt. 
12 „ Pumice Stor 



On the Jiflh flat. 

302 Tons of Sulphur. 

On the sixth flat. 

61 Tons of Salt. 

50 „ Manure stiil 

Seventh. Empty. 

SUMMAHY. 

28001 Tons of Sulphur. 
128 „ Nitrate of S 
4091 „ Iron. 

85 „ Manganes 
174 „ Lead. 
5 „ Arsenic, in ci 

as agont, had heen in char^ 
and that he believed Pen 
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Smith, warehouseman, to he both truthful, honest, and discreet 
in the management of the warehouse. 

Mr. Tercival Smit\ warehouseman, stated that in one vault 
with forty-five tons of nitrate of soda were forty-seven tons of 
sulphur, with a tarpaulin cover to divide them. The vault was 
air-tight,' and no entrance but by the door. The vault was a 
stone- arched roof. Another lot of nitrate, containing thirty 
tons, lay in a warehouse on a ground floor, adjoining the vault 
fifty tons more of nitrate were lying close to the last, with a 
wall to separate them. There was a lot of sulphur (seventy 
tons) lying in the same place, quite uncovered, and one touch- 
ing the other. The nitrate of soda was in bags, and the room 
was only closed up with other goods. There was tto naptha 
or oil of vitriol on the premises. The pearl ash was on a dif- 
ferent floor from the nitre, and could not fall upon it. The 
floors were of wood, and the burning materials would be 
charred, and, no doubt, would fall among the sulphur and part 
of the nitre. 

The Warehouse being a Free warehouse, the several mer- 
chants gave evidence of the kinds and quantities of their 
respective stocks warehoused. 

We have been thus particular in recording not 
only the quantities, but also stating the position 
of the stock ; because the position may, for ought 
we know, elfect the scientific portion of the enquiry, 
as to their chemical combination. Perhaps not so 
much as it respects the present enquiry, but future 
chemical experiments and discoveries. 

$c£Oub — abt7fvi;^tcncf of O^unpotobtr in the ?dl;ufliousf. 

The impression being generally prevalent that Gunpowder 
was the only explosive material which could have wrought such 
extensive effects, and the rumour that gunpowder was in the 
warehouse, being so generally credited, Mr. Fluvel, coroner. 
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stated that he would summon any. one who was supposed to 
have any knowledge of the fact. 

Edward Collins Sanders, landing waiter in Her Majesty's 
Customs, produced a return of gunpowder receiyed into this 
port, fipom the sixth of July to the sixth of October, — from 
which it appeared that 820 casks and 1,271 packages had arrived 
in twelve vessels ; six of these belonged to Messrs. Clarke & 
Dunn, the other six were destined for Walker and other places 
out of the town. 

Mr. John Clarke, of the firm of Clarke & Dunn, deposed 
that they had a brig called the " Ann," (the Coroner referring 
to the above returns, that about 142 casks of gunpowder were 
on board of this vessel.) Mr. Clarke stated that one hundred 
went to the Derwent Mining Company, and that he saw them 
sent, — the remaining forty-two being part sent to the powder 
magazine at Walker, and part to the hardwaremen and gun- 
smiths in the town. He further stated that he was quite pre- 
pared to swear that no part of the powder which arrived about 
October was deposited in the warehouse in Hillgate, and that 
he never sent am/ there in his life, or knew of any going there. 

Mr. Sisson, agent for the warehouse, stated that in no one 
instance had he ever been asked to store gunpowder in his 
warehouse ; and if any should have been there at any time, it 
was entirely without his knowledge and consent. He thought 
it impossible that gunpowder should be smuggled into the 
warehouse. 

Mr. Smith, warehouseman, said, there was no gunpowder in 
the warehouse that night that he was conscious of, nor was 
there any charcoal or saltpetre. It was impossible to put gim- 
powder into the premises without his knowledge. 

Theodore Lange, (of the firm of Leideman & Co.,) Sampson 
Zangdale, (agent for Ashton & Co., London,) and John ffar- 
rison, (of the firm of Harrison, Carr & Co., merchants,) re- 
iterated the same evidence, that there was no gunpowder stored 
by them, neither was there any stored to their knowledge, but 
that it might have been stored ^vithout their knowledge. 
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Joseph Harrison^ cooper, Joseph Blacky merchant, and 
WiUiam Beldon^ ship broker, stated that they knew nothing 
abont gunpowder, and that it could not he stored in the apart- 
ments of which thej had the key, without their knowledge. 

CoUingwood Taylor, merchant and commission agent, had 
goods stored in the warehouse, of which there were thirty-nine 
casks of Arsenic. (There being a rumour going that these 
arsenic casks really contained gunpowder, increased interest 
was given to Mr. Taylor's evidence.) Mr. Taylor said it was 
not possible for any of the casks to contain gunpowder^ he had 
seen several of them opened, and aU the casks were sent from 
one firm, Henry Conn, of Falmouth. He added that he was 
not cognizant of any gunpowder being upon the premises. 

Georye Blair, «vraterman, who delivered the arsenic, said he 
had no reason to beHeve that the casks contained gunpowder, 
because gunpowder casks contain about 289), while the arsenic 
casks weighed more than 3 cwt. The same casks filled with 
gunpowder would only weigh about li cwt. He never carried 
gunpowder into these warehouses. 

There were a number of persons examined, — 
boatmen, cartmen, laborers, and others, who were 
cbarged, on mere rumoured report, with haying 
taken gunpowder to and from the warehouse, but 
who, when summoned, in their evidence totally and 
directly denied the truth of such charges ; and, in- 
asmuch as their evidence amounted to a simple 
denial of unsupported statements, we deem it un- 
necessary to recapitulate it. But there is evidence 
as to gunpowder, of a scientific character, to which 
it may be needful briefly to refer. 

Charles James, assistant to Mrs. Bobson, flour dealer. Pil- 
grim street, said that he was about thirty or forty yards from 
the warehouse when the explosion took place, he was thrown 
down and cut in the head ; had his head dressed by Dr. Brady, 
and afterwards went to a friend's in Grosvenor street, where I 
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got my faci- and neck washtnl ; when I eombod my hair, tbefe 
was a considerable quantity of bluck looking stuff, similar to 
powder, came from it. It was a powder, and had the smell of 
powder, it wa:< a very fine powder, it was soft at that time as 
if it had been bruised down ; it had not the glaze of powder. 
I did not preserve any of it. John Cooper who was with me 
observed tlio sanic smell and appearance as myself. 

Mr. Henry Wilson^ merchant, and agent to the Globe In- 
surance Company, stated that he went at the request of Mr, 
!Molteni to view his shop and timber yard, he being partly 
insured with them. Some stones were pointed out which 
had been projected by the explosion. There was a black pow- 
der upon the largest one. I took some of the powder, which 
I have preserved and now produce. I took^ from the larger 
stone, it smelled strong of gunpowder. 

Tlie Jury examined the powder, and also IVIr. Bush ; the 
Coroner said that it would be chemically examined. 

CUEMICAL ANALYSIS. 

The chemical analysis of thi» powder was performed in the 
presence of Capt. Du Cdne and Capt. Cooke. 

It was of a snuff-brown color, and when pressed and hand- 
led it had the smell of recently burnt gunpowder ; — i.e.^ there 
was a shghtly olfensive smell of sulphuretted hydrogen gas. 
It weighed 35 grains. 

The results of the analysis of this powder show that it con- 
sists of sul])hur, sulphuret of sodium, sulphate of soda, and 
some oxide of iron — an undissolved impurity. 

Is it the residuum of tlie comhttstion of gunpowder ? 

Assttredltf not. TJie residuum of the combustion of gunpowder 
is sulphuret of potassium and cliarcoal — the sulphuret of 
potassmm possessing the same color a« sulphuret of sodium, 
and being, like it, convertible as sulphate by boiling. 

This was proved by a parallel analysis of the residuum of burnt 
gunpowder, in the presence of Capt. Du Cane and Capt. Cooke. 

The suspected powder contamcd no potash salt and no 
charcoal {ai-wai/s found in tlie residuum of gunpowder,) and it 
contained a large quantity of free sulphur, whien is never fiund 
in the residuum of burnt gunpowder. 

Altbed S. Taylob, M.D., F.B.S. 
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Tlie learned Professor, Dr Taylor, drew up a short summarj 
of the arguments for and against tlie different explanatioDS of 
the explosion — we introduce here the portion regarding gun- 
powder. 

FOE GFITPOWDEB. 

The effects produced — suddenness and violence of explosion — 

apparently no other cause. 

AGAINST GTTNPOWDEE. 

1. No direct evidence of its presence. 

2. 2s^o body of flame seen at the instant of explosion. 

3. 'So traces of burning by gunpowder on the bodies of the 
dead — blackening of the fece might be explained by the abund- 
ance of fine sooty and carbonaceous matter. 

4. So traces in any part — many substances analyzed — no 
salts of potash |Mind. 

5. ;Must have occurred in the vault — the water examined — 
no nitrate or sulphate of potash — only sulphate of soda — salt 
alum. 

6. Xone in the rock of formed sulphur remaining — analyzed 
and found to contain soda salts — no potash salts. 

7. Stains of potassium in white lead paint of marine store 
blackened or browned permanently all over if gunpowder. 

8. So burning or appearances of powder on clothes of police- 
man Scott. 

Considering the very doubtful verbal testimony 
as to the fact of gunpowder being in the warehouse, 
and contrasting it with the clear demonstrative 
e\'idence of the chemical analysis, and the legitmate 
reasons deduced therefrom, we think the intelligent 
reader will not be at a loss to decide that, whatever 
may have been the cause of the explosion, it cer- 
tainly was not gunpowder. 

^birti — ^citntifir a brorics aUtgtb as (fauscs. 

"We now proceed to the ^^tW point of the Enquiry, 
viz : — A statement of the Scientific theories educed 
as illustrative of the cause. 
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The Gateshead Jur^ liaving desired the attendance of a 
practical chemist to guide them in their verdict, Hugh Lee 
jpattinson^ Esq., was selected as best acquainted with the nature 
of Nitrate of Soda. 

MR. PATTINSON'S THEORY,-.STEAM. 

Siiffh Lee Pattinson stated, that he was one of the Partners 
of the Felling and Washington chemical works ; thoy were of 
large extent. For the last fortj jears he had given hia mind 
to chemistry. Aft<?r examining the respective contents of the 
bond warehouse, it was his opinion that no one of the sub- 
stances within it was explosive per ««, tliat is, by itsdf. He 
was further of opinion that no two of these substances, by 
being roughly mixed together, were explosive ; nay, he might 
go further and say that no three of them were explosive. 
During the last two days, philosophically, he had made several 
experiments, not because he had any doubtsAp to the cause of 
the explosion, but to make assurance doubly sure, he had 
melted nitrate of soda, and when perfectly fluid and red hot, 
he poured into it melted brimstone, and these combined had 
produced certainly intense heat, but no explosion. He had 
also introduced nitrate of soda into melted guano, zinc, and 
ooal tar, without any explosive results. What he observed 
was, what chemists call a simple deflagration, which is a 
cradual sparkling. It followed, that the contents of the ware- 
house alone would not explode, as they wanted another 
element, namely, water ; for they had abundant evidence that 
when water came into contact with intensely heated and 
melted saline matter, violent explosions took place. He had 
tested these things by experiments, by introducing a small 
quantity of water into a crucible, and also into a large jar, 
both containing incandescent nitrate of soda deflagrating with 
sulphur, and in each case the vessels were shivered to pieces, 
with a loud explosion. 

The fire in Hillgate, the effects of which they were then 
considering, had burnt a considerable time before the explosion, 
and the evidence showed that towards the base of the build- 
ing, in what was called a vault, there were 47 tons of sulphur 
spread out on the floor, over which was placed a tarpaulin 
cover, and upon the top of this cover were placed 45 tons of 
nitrate of soaa in bags. Now, his opinion was that the sulphur 
in the vault took fire, which it would do at a temperature of 
600 degrees or thereabouts. This would set fire to the bags 
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containing the nitrate, and some of the nitre would be melted, 
which flowing over the burning sulphur, would produce most 
intense combustion, and this woi^d in a little time extend 
itself to all the sulphur and nitre in the vault. The large 
quantity of the substances deflagrating in a confined space, 
would necessarily generate an intense heat^ more intense than 
probably could be well conceived ; and, if at this time, water 
in sufficient quantity, should find its way into the vault by 
any means, it would come in contact with the highly incan- 
descent salts, when steam of resistless force would be instant- 
aneously generated, and would occasion the explosion in 
question. Now, to compare the force of steam with that of 
gunpowder, they had the following data. Mr. Robins, who ex- 
perimented on gunpowder, some years ago, found that 27 grains 
of gunpowder yielded on explosion 34.6. inches of permanently 
elastic gas, at wliich rate, one grain of gunpowder would yield 
1.28 cubic inches of gas. " We find," says the author of an 
article on gunpo\#der, in the Edinburgh Encyclopsedia, " that 
126.7 of gunpowder generates 169.6 cubic inches of gas, firom 
which 1 grain of gunpowder would yield 1.25 cubic inches of 
gas. This, witness assumed, was correct. Then 253 grains 
of gunpowder (the weight of a cubic inch of water) would 
produce 316.25 cubic inches of permanent gas. One cubic 
inch of water expanded into steam occupies the space of 1728 
cubic inches, hence the elastic force of water is to that of gun- 
powder as 1728 to 316.25, or as 5^ to 1 nearly. It would, 
therefore, require only 3.66 hundredweight of water to do the 
work of 1 ton of gunpowder. Then to do the work of 8 tons 
of gunpowder, there would be required 29.28 hundredweight 
of water, or 328 gallons, or about 6 hogsheads of 54 gallons 
of 52i cubic feet of water. After much reflection, he was of 
opinion that, if the nitrate of soda and brimstone were burn- 
ing intensely, and that 52^ cubic feet of water fell into the 
place where they were burning, it would produce an explosion 
equal to 8 tons of gunpowder. No gas would he engendered^ 
hut it fDos necessary to produce the explosion^ that the water 
should fall into the vaults in a masSy or suddenly. 

In answer to the question, whether, according to his evidence 
this explosion had been caused by steam, the same as a boiler 
explosion, — Mr. Pattinson replied : Yes. That is, the water 
came in contact with this intensely heated fire, and an explo- 
sion was caused by the steam produced by that water ; but 
not in any way because of the chemical compounds WMitever 
ihsy might be. 
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Mr. Pattinson subsequently at the Felling Chemical Works, 
made several experiments elucidatory and confirmatory of his 
theory, before the jury, wlio had proceeded thither to witneds 
them. 

In Mr. Pattinson's subsequent eridcnce, he said : — Since T 
gave my former evidence, I liave made several other experi- 
ments of the same description, some of virhich I will detail. 
In an iron pot 14^ inches in diameter, and 12 inches deep, I 
placed lOlbs of nitrate of soda, 51bs of sulphur, and lib of 
coal in powder, and, thirty seconds after the mixture was set 
on fire, the mass being in intense ignition, I added 2ilbs of 
water. No effect took place for five or ten seconds ; but just 
as my assistants and I were approaching the pans, a most 
tremendous explosion took place, which was heard for miles 
round, and shook all the houses in the neighbourhood. The 
iron pan, nearly i inch thick, was broken into nine fragments, 
and its bottom forced 6 inches down into the sohd earth, in 
which it was placed ; the earth all round the pan being forced 
outward, so as to form the appearance of a crater. This being 
tlie more direct and palpable experiment, and our space being 
limited, we are obliged to omit the details of the other, 

PEOFESSOE TAYLOE'S THEOEY,— GAS. 

Alfred Swan Taylor^ F.E.C., of Physicians, and Professor 
of Chembtry, and Medical- Jurisprudence, Guy's Hospital, 
London, stated in evidence, that at the desire of Viscount 
Palmerston he had come to Gateshead, to determine if possible, 
by chemical science, the cause of the explosion j by which 
such a destruction of life and property had being occasioned 
in tliis town. He had, in company with Capt. Duoane, Mr. 
Schorey, and others, visited the site of the explosion, and 
accurately inspected the locality j and had collected samples 
of the substances from various parts of the premises, including 
stones, timber, water, &c., with a view of determining whether 
there were any traces of gunpbwder, or of the salts resulting 
from the explosion of gunpowder, and he concluded, from all 
his experiments, that there is a total absence of all chemical 
evidence of the presence of gunpowder ; and in the entire ab- 
sence, chemically speaking, of any traces of that substance or 
its products on the surrounding buildings, he was of opinion 
that the materials said to have been contained in the vault, the 
focus of the explosion, namely, the nitrate of soda and sulphur, 
might, under the circumstances, have led to the explosion and 
its Ument&bld reeults. 
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Assuming that there were stored upon the floor of the 
vault, 47 tons of sulphur covered with tarpaulin, and 4& 
tons of nitrate of soda in ba^s up to vrithin a foot of the 
ceiling, and assuming further, tliat this mixture ignited 
and burnt witli rapidity during tlie conflagration, and that 
the gases evolved, sulpliurous acid and nitrogen, could not 
obtain a free escape in proportion to the rapidity with 
which they were produced, then it was his belief that the 
quantity of gases thus evolved, combined with the increased 
expansive force which they would acquire from the high tem- 
perature around them, and as a result of the combustion of 
the sulphur and nitrate, would suffice to account for the ex- 
plosion and its results. He found by calculation that the 
quantity of sulphurous acid set free by this combustion, from 
about half a ton of sulphur and a quarter of a ton of nitrate 
of soda, amounts to 12.570 cubic foot, calculated at the ordin- 
ary temperature of the air ; but as the heat of combustion is 
equal to the smelting point of copper, tliat is to say, about 
2,000 degrees of Fahrenheit, the expansion of the gases will 
probably increase this volume to 281,000 cubic feet. K a ton 
of sulphur and half a ton of nitre were consumed before the 
explosion occurred, then the amount of gas calculated for the 
temperature of combustion would be equal to 562,000 cubic feet. 
Even this represents the combustion of only one-ninetieth part 
of the sulphur and nitrate of soda said to have been stored in 
the vault or chamber. If this enormous volume of gas could 
escape in proportion as it was produced, there would be no ex- 
plosion ; but if by accident there were any obstacle to this free 
^cape, or if the gases were produced with extreme rapidity, by 
Tery intense combustion, then all the cifects of this explosion 
might readily occur. Slow combustion would not have pro- 
duced the effects. In the vault referred to, the dimensions are 
stated to have been 20 feet by 16, and 1-4 feet in height. This 
would give a capacity of 4,480 cubic feet. It seems that it 
was closely filled with the sulphur and nitrate of soda to 
within a foot of the ceiling, leaving, therefore, only about 320 
cubic feet of vacant space at the top of the chamber. This 
space would be increased as the substances were melting or 
burnt ; and an allowance of one-third of the whole space may, 
therefore, be made in reference to tliis calculation. This would 
give 1,490 feet for the gases to accumulate in. This is about 
1,380th part of volume the gases would occupv. Therefore if 
there were no space to allow of their escape, the gases would 
be under a pressure of 380 atmospheres. This is equivakQ.ttA 
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5,7DO!bB. pressure on th<! square inch. AlloiriilB tball 
pi^Bsnre was reduced to 80 otmo^pherm bj perlal diffl~" 
the Bdjoining chambers, still thia would rtriirasont ~ ' 
l,S001b. preesuTB on the sauare inch, nhich is t 
gnatisr than the pressure ol a looomotiTe boiler bxfim « 
■ion. On thiB theory of the pbuto of the (sptodoa it ■ 
Biimed that on]; one ninelieth port of the contents cr 
vault vere autnall; uonsum^ at the time of lU Occnn 
but if one-fifth or one-aixth of the contents of the TftoItV 
been oonverted into gnsse, which is not an imprnbattoS 
dition in this intonsa conflogmlion, thi^ the n-lief gfr^ 
the diffusion of the gases would be more than w 
and this woold folly aocaunt for the tTBrnenduus efRDt^ | 
at^ining chambers are repregenled to haTB oont«tl. 
la^ quantity of sulphur and nitrate of soda. Tlie 1 
irtrald tharoftmi beoonie » iromplne mine of solidii, fl 
converted by heat into gn«e», L'npable. bv Ihcir quanlit, 
^reat expansion, of shattering everything iiround them. 

Aicoording to the eyiji.<nce, the vaiil' < 
stanoce only — sulphur, 1 lien a tarpaulin ovrr it, and a 
quantity of nitmie of lOiln, in bags. Su' 
able subatancB, and ni.Ota at SSO dej^t 
ture, and at 300 or 400 deii^rees il. takes lire and bum D 
blue flame. It is the most ennity mmbuslible body H 
know, aud liciu'i- its use in tlio formation of Indfer nu 
It was the unforttuutte circamntanco in this case thkl ll 
phur was at the bottom ol' the vault ; it would h 
Ignite, and there would he a mass uf bnniin|; nlalvrQd 
bottom of the vnult. Bimiing upwards it would b 
nitrate of soda, and produ>!« an enomoiu caomt 
Nilrato of uxla is a remarkably fuaiblo vobltMMi^.a 
would &11 in a roolted atato oc f.his intr.r.M'ly liatt^ ~^ 
Th" would proiluoe an enormous eitrisvt >aii at | 
gas would be expanded by^ int 
melt copper, rrt-ultiHg rn.>Tii |!ii 
«tane«s. Th.-f^i' l^. .1.1.1 ... . 
feet of gas, v!il. 
blow to piew- 1 : . 
if we consiri.T i ■! ^ 
»Bry short ajiaci ..( III!.. , 
tltrough the doorwiiy nliii'li >.i 
which an? givni oti will not i 
tiagaish emrj thing ir 
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intense darkness, that tlierc is great probability in the view I 
have taken. The learned Professor mentioned the different 
kinds of explosion which might take place : — that of gunpow- 
der produces flame j that of water produces st.eam, neither of 
which agree with the facts of this case. The Professor con- 
tinued — In consequence of nitrate of soda being placed on the 
top of the suljihur, it would protect the wooden roof of the 
buildiug froiu the action of the sulphur vapour, and before 
this roof ignited, I believe the explosion took place. 

In answer to a question, th^ Professor said, — I think the 
explosion would be caused hy the mechanical cowfinement of the 
gcues. The Town Surveyor, Mr. William HiJl, pointed out 
the construction of tlie building. It was surrounded by 
strong walls, the lower vault having only one small aperture. 
— Professor Taylor then said that the position of this aperture 
explained the direction of the explosion, which was north and 
south ; the weaker part of the building fronted the river, and 
the explosion appears to liave shot over the river like a dis- 
charge from a mortar. — He also remarked that the buildine 
appears to have been stronger than he had supposed ; and 
the destructive nature of the explosion would be in proportion 
to the strength of the building. 

Dr. Taylor read and handed in the following paper as an 
addendum to his evidence :— 

FOR AQIJEOirS TAPOUE. 

The effects — suddeness and violence of explosion. 

AaAINST IT. 

1. A large quantity of water, say one or two tons, must 
have been suddenly converted into steam to produce the effects. 

2. How could this have entered the vault in such a volume 
at once ? How could it have accumulated to explode all at once 
in a quantity sufficient to account for the tremendous explo- 
sion ? There being no boiler or vessel to enclose it until it had 
reached its maximum of pressure. 

3. At the moment of explosion, clouds of steam would 
have been visible. TIte bodies tiear would have presented 
markt of scalding. 

FOB THE MIXTIT^E, CR G.VSEOVS TnEOKT. 

1. Adequate quantity of gas produced. 

2. Produced in a close ehuiiiber, nearly full of the material. 

3. Sulphurous acid and nitrogen, tlie only gases formed. 

4. By ordinary combustion, gases slowly produced. 
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6. By rapid combustion of a ton in a few minutes under 
intenpe heat, the vohune given out and expanded would be 80 
rapidlj produced as to aceount for the ellect?. 

6. No flame in explosion — all flame extinguished. 

7. Smell of sulphuric acid. 

We feel it due to record the objective remark of Mr. Stoker, 
Coroner for Newcastle, to the theorj of Dr. Taylor ; viz : — 
That ** though not pretending to a very scientific knowledge of 
the matter, the difficulty was, hew to account for the instant- 
aneous production of such an enormous quantity of gas as 
would be neeessan* to cau?e this tremendous explosion. If the 
gaa was generated ^n'adually, the resistance from the vault or 
chamber would have been so slight tliat there con bo no doubt 
the explosion would have been a very gentle one, wliieh would 
have gradually forced up the ceiling of the chamber. Tliis, in 
my mind, said the CJoroner, is the difficulty with respect to 
Professor Taylors Theory." We add, that this objection 
appears to be in part, if not fully, anticipated by the reasons 
given in No. 5, by Dr. Taylor, and by his closing remarks 
respecting the strength of the building. 

VEEDICTS OE THE JURIES. 
GATESHEAD. 

Tlie jury were absent two hours and a half; and, on their 
return, the Foreman delivered their verdict j which (after a 
verbal alteration or two suggested by the Coroner) stood 
thus : — 

"We are of opinion that the deaths of Thomas Scott and 
others were occasioned by the accidental explosion of a quantity 
of nitrate of soda and sulphur contained in a warehouse in 
ITillgato commonly known as Bertram's warehouse. Tlie 
mmediate cause of the explosion was a fire (the origin of whieli, 
owing to conilicting evidence, we have not been able to dis- 
cover, although there would appear to have hi'cn a w.v.d of 
caution displayed,) whicli broke out in the adjacent worsted 
mill belonging to Messrs. AVilwon, and eoinmuni(.'ate(l ro the 
warehouse alluded to ; but, in what way the two subbtances, 
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nitrate of soda and sulphur, which in our opinion caused the 
explosion, acted or reacted, chemically or mechanically, we are 
unable to decide. At the same time, we think it our duty 
earnestly to recommend the proper authorities to preveut, by 
every means in their power, such substances as sulphur and 
any nitrates, wliich, under certain conditions, we consider to 
be of the most dangerous and destructive character, from being 
stored or deposited near to each other. We are fully satisfied 
that there is a complete want of evidence of the presence of 
gunpowder in the warehouse wliich exploded. 

"John Sowerbt, Foreman." 

NEWCASTLE. 

The jury retired to consider their verdict ; they were abseut 

about half an hour, when they returned with the following — 

** "We find that the deceased Marv Kerrs and others died 
from the efiects of an explosion, which took place on Friday 
morning, October 6th, in Bertram's warehouse, situate in 
Hillgate, Gateshead. Tliat this explosion resulted from a fire 
which originated in AVilson's woollen manufactory ; but we 
have no direct evidence as to the immediate cause of the ex- 
plosion, or of the origin of the fire." 

"Ebe>t:zek Robson, Foreman." 



GENERAL BEMAEKS. 

Having thus placed the Evidence of this Enquiry in aa clear 
and perspicuous a light as we have been able, we are not dis- 
posed to intrude further remark ; exCv^pt the brief observations 
that, the origin of the fire appears plainly unascertainable, — and 
that the evidence against their being Gunpowder in the ware- 
house is 80 clearlv demonstr.it ive as to banish all doubt from 
the minds of the intelligent. As to the Theories educed by 
the scientific gentlemen, we do not presume to pronounce an 
(pinion upon their corrcctne.^< ; we judge, that under given con- 
ditions, either one cause or other was equal to the effects ; but, 
how far these conditions arc defined by the evidence, we must 
leave to superior judgments to determine. We have done what 
we could to place the chief jxjints of th;' evidence fully and fairly 
before our readers, and each one must decide for himself. 
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Wo would impress the reoommendation of the Gateshead 
Jury, respecting the storing of such quantities of combusti- 
ble and explosive substances in our large towns. If, as may 
be gathered froifi the paragraph of the Gateshead Observer, 
the brimstone trade is so largely on the increase, other Bonds 
and Warehouses, in these and other towns, may be pregnant 
with such like disastrous efiects as has been, in this instance, 
80 bitterly experienced. 

FBOJEOTED IMPEOVEMENTS. 

In conclusion, we would obscrvip, that it is the prerogative 
of an enlightened intelligence to bring good out of evil ; and 
* we may prospectively realize the advantages to the general 
community of both towns, in the facilities to trade and com- 
merce, — in the social benefits and sanitary arrangements neces- 
sarily involved in the projected improvements, consequent on 
the clearances of these great fires. When we contemplate the 
noble and extended Quay on the Gateshead side of the river, 
running parallel with tlie Quay on the north, and, independent 
of its business facilities, the spacious promenade it would afibrd, 
and the recreation and health to be enjoyed ; and in Newcas- 
tle, the improvement of the Quay, the Merchants' Exchange, 
the projected new streets, giving increased accommodation and 
openings of intercourse with the higher parts of the town, and 
thus administering to the benefit of the general public, we fed 
justified in recording the sentiment, that the evils of this vast 
calamity will be over-ruled and work out an incalculable 
amount of enduring future good, — though wo may now have to 
mourn the pauiful cost, and meditatively say, " the ways of 
providence are inscrutable and past finding out." 

J. Xv. 

Printed by William Babkas, Newcastle and Gateshead. 
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